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CHAPTER |. GENERAL

AUTHORIZED COMPETITIONS

A,

Except as herein provided, competitive members of the
United States Fencing Association (USFA) may
participate only in competitions scheduled by or under
the auspices of the National Board of Directors or of the
divisions and sections of the USFA. Violations of this
rule are punishable by disciplinary penalties according to
the gravity of the offense.

Members of the USFA are authorized to participate in
collegiate and scholastic meets for which they are
eligible, and in tournaments organized by the
Intercollegiate Fencing Association, the National
Collegiate Athletic Association, and similar
mtercollegiate and interscholastic associations, providing
that such events are conducted under fencing rules that
substantially conform to the rules of the USFA.
Members of the USFA are authorized to participate in
foreign individual competitions when such events are
organized by or under the sponsorship of a national
federation that is a member of the FIE. Members are also
authorized to compete in international collegiate or
scholastic competitions which are held without any
objections thereto by the federation of the country in
which the event is held. Members of the USFA who wish
to participate in foreign or international competitions
must be certified by the USFA as to eligibility by the
issuance of a USFA competitive membership card
bearing the official FIE logo. Members of the USFA may
not compete in foreign or international competitions as a
team representing the US except upon specific approval
of the Board of Directors or a committee designated by
the Board to select members of international teams.

CLASSIFICATION OF FENCERS

For the purpose of providing reasonable equality of strength
in the seeding of competitions, fencers are classified
nationally on the basis of competitive experience and
achievement into the following classifications: Class A
(highest), Class B, Class C, Class D, Class E, and Class U
(Unclassified, lowest). Within each of these major
classifications, the fencers are classified based upon the
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calendar year in which the major classification was last
achieved. This minor classification shall be indicated by a two
digit number immediately following the major classification
{e.g., "A85" would be the classification of a fencer who
achieved an "A" classification in 1985). The minor classifica-
tions shall be used to rank the fencers within the major
classifications so that, for example, a "C86" shall be
considered ranked higher than a "C85" but lower than all "B"
fencers.

The classification of a fencer in each weapon shall be
changed immediately upon meeting the conditions outlined
below. The following rules govern the classification of
fencers:

A. A FENCER IS CLASSIFIED AS CLASS "A"

(1) by placing in the top eight of an individual competi-
tion rated as Group I-A (see Section 4 below); OR

(2) by winning an individual competition rated as Group
I, OR

(3) by being selected to represent the US on the official
team in the World Championships, Olympic Games,
or Pan American Games; OR

{4) by being selected to represent the US on the official
team in the World Under-20 Championships AND
placing in the top 8; OR

(5) by being selected to represent the US on the official
team in the World University Games AND placing
in the top 6, OR

(6) by attaining distinction in another country as a com-
petitive fencer which in the judgment of the Board
of Directors is equivalent to that involved in the
preceding clauses of this paragraph.

B. A FENCER IS CLASSIFIED AS CLASS "B

(1) by placing ninth through sixteenth in an individual
competition rated as Group I-A (see Section 4
below), OR

(2) by placing second or third in an individual
competition rated as Group I; OR

(3) by winning an individual competition rated as Group
II; OR

(4) by fencing in the final round of four as a member of
a team that wins a US National Team
Championship; OR
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(6)
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by placing first, second, or third in the Modem Pen-
tathlon Epée event at the Olympic Games or World
Champienships; OR

by being selected to represent the US on the official
tcam in the World Under-20 Championships AND
placing in the top 16; OR

by being selected to represent the US on the official
team in the World University Games; OR

by attaining distinction in another country as a com-
petitive fencer which in the judgment of the Board
of Directors is equivalent to that involved in the
preceding clauses of this paragraph.

A FENCER IS CLASSIFIED AS CLASS "C"

(D

@
€))
@)
&)

(6)
)

by placing seventeenth through twenty-fourth in an
individual competition rated as Group I-A (see
Section 4 below); OR

by placing fourth through sixth in an individual
competition rated as Group I, OR

by placing second or third in an individual
competition rated as Group II; OR

by winning an individual competition rated as Group
II; OR

by fencing in the final round of four as a member of
a team that places second or third in a US National
Team Lhampionship; OR

by being selected to represent the US on the official
team in the World Under-20 Championships; OR

by having attained an "A" classtfication in another
weapon.

A FENCER IS CLASSIFIED AS CLASS "D"

)

2)
€))
@
®)

by placing twenty-fifth through thirty-sixth in an
individual competiticn rated as Group I-A (see
Section 4 below); OR

by placing seventh through ninth in an individual
competition rated as Group [; OR

by placing fourth through sixth in an individual
competition rated as Group II; OR

by placing second or third in an individual
competition rated as Group III; OR

by winning an individual competition with at least
fifteen participants; OR
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(6) by having attained a "B" classification in another
weapon.

A FENCER IS CLASSIFIED AS CLASS "E"

(1) by placing thirty-seventh through fifty-second in an
individual competition rated as Group I-A (see
Section 4 below);, OR

(2) by placing seventh through ninth in an individual
competition rated as Group II (see Section 4 below);
OR

(3) by placing fourth through sixth in an individual
competition rated as Group IIf; OR

(4) by winning an individual competition rated as Group
IV; OR

(5) by placing second or third in an individual
competition with at least fifteen participants; OR

(6) by having attained a "C" classification in another
weapon.

A fencer drops one level of major classification if that

fencer fails, during a period of four years, to reachieve

the results necessary to earn that major classification. All
such reclassifications will take effect at the beginning of
the fencing season.

For example, a fencer classified as "B85", would be

reclassified as "C89" at the start of the 1989-1990

fencing season. The minor classification changes at the

same time to indicate that the new classification was
achieved in the calendar year 1989. A fencer who loses
an "E" classification as a result of the application of this
rule becomes Unclassified.

For purposes of classification, in rated competitions (see

Section 4 below), professionals will be treated the same

as amateurs.

A fencer remains unclassified as long as he does not

qualify for one of the other classifications under the

foregoing rules.

Except as specifically provided herein, the classification

of a fencer in one weapon has no effect upon his

classification in another weapon and is not affected by
his winning or competing in individual three-weapon
events, invitational meets, intercollegiate events, or
unefficial club and interclub competitions.
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J. Every member of the USFA is personally responsible for
ascertaining his own classification in each weapon. To
avoid questions with respect to individual fencers, each
division, through its executive committee or other desig-
nated officer or committee, should certify all
classification changes (both major and minor) that have
occurred in the competitions of that division during the
fencing season.

K. Whenever, at a competition, a question is raised
concerning the classification of a fencer, the bout
committee in charge shall decide the case, and such
determination shall be conclusive for that competition.
However, for subsequent competitions the decision shall
be subject to review by the appropriate executive
committee and by the National Board of Directors.

L. Fencers having achieved a classification before the minor
classifications were established (1984) shall be given a
minor classification of the year in which the rules to
establish such minor classifications became effective.
Fencers with a prior classification of "XA" shall be given
a classification of "B" upon adoption of these rules.

M. Classifications can be camed only in regularly scheduled
competitions run by the USFA, its sections, or its
divisions. Classifications cannot be awarded if adequate
notice of the competition has not been given to the
members of the organizing body via such means as a
published schedule, newsletter, or notices posted in clubs.
Classifications can be earned in competitions sanctioned
by a body of the USFA but not run by that body (c.g.,
State Games) only after the sanctioning body has
determined that the competition has been run in such a
manner as to justify the awarding of classifications.

N. Classifications of "B" or higher must be certified to the
National Headquarters by the organizing section or
division of the competition in which said classification
was earned,

Two additional categories exist independently of the above

. 3. RANKING FENCERS, VETERANS

classifications: Ranking Fencers and Veterans.

A. Ranking Fencers in a particular weapon are those who
have achieved a ranking under the current national point
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B.

system. For the purpose of seeding competitions, Ranking

Fencers shall be subdivided into two classes:

(1) A specified number of Ranking Fencers in each
weapon in the current point standings for a
particular category shall be entitled to a seeded draw
ahead of all other domestic fencers in USFA
individual competitions of that category, as follows:

Senior (Open) Top 24 in Open points
Junior (U-20) Top 18 in U-20 points
Cadet (U-17) Top 12 in U-17 points

U-15 Top 8 in U-15 points
U-13 Top 8 in U-13 points
U-11 Top 8 in U-11 points

(2) Other Ranking Fencers who have points in the
relevant category shall be seeded ahead of all other
domestic fencers with the same letter classification
but behind all fencers with a higher letter
classification.

Veterans are all fencers who (1) have attained the age of

50 years, or (2) have attained the age of 40 years and, in

addition, have retired from all competitions except the

Veterans individual events or team events in which they

participate as part of a team made up exclusively of

Veterans.

4. RATING OF COMPETITIONS

A

February 1994 Page 6

In order to qualify as a Group I-A Competition, a

competition must be a US National Individual Division [

Championship or meet all of the following requirements:

(1) There must be a minimum of sixty-four participants
in the competition of which at least twelve must be
Class A, another twelve must be Class B (or higher),
and another twelve must be Class C (or higher);
AND

(2) At least four of the top eight finishers must be Class
A and at least another four of the top twelve
finishers must be Class B (or higher).

In order to qualify as a Group I Competition, a

competition must meet all of the following requirements:

(1) There must be a minimum of fifteen participants in
the competition of which at least six must be Class
C (or higher); AND
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(2) At least two of the top cight finishers must be Class

A and another two of the top eight finishers must be
Class B (or higher),

In order to qualify as a Group II Competition, a competi-
tion must be a US Division Il National Individual
Championship or meet ALL of the following
requirements:

(1) There must be a minimum of fifteen participants in
the competition of which at least six must be Class
D (or higher); AND

(2) At least two of the top eight finishers must be Class
B (or higher) and another two of the top eight
finishers must be Class C (or higher).

In order to qualify as a Group III Competition, a

competition must meet EITHER one of the following

requirements:

(1) There must be a minimum of fifteen participants in
the competition of which six must be Class E (or
higher) and at least two of the top eight finishers
must be Class C (or higher) and another two of the
top eight finishers must be Class D (or higher); OR

(2) There must be a minimum of fifteen participants in
the competition of which eight must be Class E (or
higher) and at least four of the top eight finishers
must be Class D (or higher).

In order to qualify as a Group IV Competition, there

must be a minimum of six participants.

International competitions sponsored by the USFA may

be rated, with international fencers of stature considered

as Class A in evaluating the field.

Sectional Age Group Championships and National Age
Group events (all NACs, JOs and U-19 National Champi-
onships) may be rated if they meet the criteria above.
Other Age Group events are not rated,

Every division is authorized to schedule competitions
restricted to fencers under or over a certain age, to
Unclassified fencers or novices (relatively inexperienced
fencers), or to other categories of fencers provided that, if
some fencers are barred from such events, an appropriate
description of the basis of eligibility of contestants must
be announced in the schedule. Such events may not be
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rated unless such restriction is based solely upon fencers'
classifications or division or section membership.

Every division is authorized to schedule competitions
open to both men and women. For the purpose of
seeding and rating such competitions, men's and women's
ratings will be considered to be equivalent.

In determining the rating of a Sectional Championships,
the divisional qualifving rounds shall be considered part
of the event to establish the number of participants and
those classified as Class C or higher.

DESIGNATION OF COMPETITIONS
A. An open competition is one in which all competitive

members in good standing of the USFA and of the same

sex are eligible to compete without regard to their

classification, rank, age, or divisional membership.

A closed competition is a sectional, interdivisional, or

divisional competition open to members of the same sex

in which eligibility is limited on the basis of sectional or
divisional membership.

A restricted competition is one in which the eligibility of

competitors is limited on the basis of classification, rank,

age, sex, academic status, or special invitation,

(1) A Class A competition is one open to Class A and
Ranking fencers; it may be open to other members
of the USFA only to the extent noted in the
schedule.

(2) The designation of a competition as Class B or Class
C (or other designation) indicates the highest
category of fencers permitted to participate thercin,
but these competitions are also open to fencers of
lower categories unless the contrary is specifically
announced in the schedule.

(3) Restricted competitions limited to fencers of a
certain age or academic status shall not be further
restricted on the basis of classification or rank unless
the contrary is specifically announced in the
schedule.

(4) Competitions restricted to members of the
International Squad may be classified.

(5) For age-restricted competitions, fencers must be
under the specified age as of 00:00 hours, January
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Ist of the season in which the National
Championships are held. For example, a fencer born
1/1/75 would be eligible to compete in the Under-17
Championships held in February 1992, while a
fencer born 12/31/74 would be ineligible for that
event.

(6) Only those competitors who reach their 11th
birthday before January 1st, 00:00 hours of the
fencing scason (8/1-7/31) are eligible to compete in
NAC Opens or the National Championships
(Division I, Division II, Team),

A mixed competition is a competition in which members

of both sexes may compete. A mixed competition must

be clearly designated as such in the schedule. Only
members of the same sex may compete in the Divisional,

Sectional, or National Championships or their qualifying

events (including NACs) in any weapon.

The title "Championship" shall be limited to the most

important competitions or tournaments in national,

sectional, interdivisional or divisional schedules.

(1) National Championships include the individual open
men's foil, épée and sabre and women's foil and
épée championships, and the corresponding team
events. The Board of Directors reserves the right to
designate other competitions as National
Championships, open or restricted, and also reserves
the right to designate certain national events as
demonstration or trial (i.e., non-championship)
cvents.

(2) Sectional Championships include open or closed
interdivisional championships in all weapons run by
each of the sections of the USFA. No restricted
competitions shall be designated as Sectional
Championships without the express approval of the
Board of Directors.

(3) Divisional Championships may be open or closed
and shall be limited to one per weapon during any
one fencing season. No restricted competition shall
be designated as a Divisional Championship without
the express approval of the Board of Directors.

Academic contests, where the number of touches scored

is not the sole criterion for victory in a bout, are
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permitted, provided adequate notice of the exact character
of the event is included in the schedule.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
The fencing season officially begins on August 1 and
continues through July 31 of the next calendar year.

A,

At the beginning of each season (and not later than
October 1) each section and division through appropriate
officers or committees, shall draft and publish a schedule
of team and individual events.

The schedule shall indicate the name and address of the
person to whom entries are to be forwarded and the
closing date for entries. Unless otherwise announced in
the schedule, entry fees will be refunded if notice of the
withdrawal of a fencer is received not less than 72 hours
before the competition is scheduled to start.

All foil and épée competitions shall be held with
electrical equipment uniess specifically identified as
"nonelectric” in the schedule.

The schedule should include the following information:
(1) The title and classification of each event.

(2) The date, hour, and place.

(3) The entry fee, method, and conditions for entries.
(4) The terms for admission of spectators, if any.

(5) Any special regulations or conditions.

ELIGIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS

A

Only competitive members of the USFA in good standing
or holders of valid, current FIE licenses are eligible to
compete in team or individual events scheduied by or
under the auspices of the USFA, except by special
invitation of the appropriate divisional or sectional
officers of committees for events under their jurisdiction,
or as restricted by the Board of Directors for the Nationat
Championships (see Chapter V, Eligibility for the
Tournament).

No member of a division shall be in good standing unless
his division is in good standing according to the
established rules and practices of the USFA.
Consequently, if a member's division is not in good
standing, the Board of Directors may transfer his
membership to the National Division and make such
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rules respecting eligibility to enter competitions and for
the holding of additional competitions as may be
appropriate.

C. A fencer who has entered a competition but has failed to
pay the required entry fee, and has either participated in
the competition or failed to withdraw therefrom in time,
shall be hable to the appropriate organizing committee of
the USFA for the amount of the entry fee and shall be
ineligible to enter any subsequent USFA competitions
until restored to good standing by payment of the sum
due.

D. Every entry certifies the entrant's eligibility for the
particular event not only with respect to USFA
membership in good standing but also as to compliance
with every other requirement.

CLUB REPRESENTATION AND AFFILIATION

The term "club" as used in these rules includes any organized
fencing group of individual members. The group may be
affiliated with a club, industrial institution, association, or
other entity. A recognized club is one which has a relatively
stable organizational structure and membership, a place for
regular fencing activity, and preferably a professional fencing
master for lessons and training. The division for such a club
will be the location identified as the primary place where
regular fencing activity is conducted. A club may only be a
member of one division.

A distinction is made between club "affiliation" and

"representation.” A fencer may be affiliated with more than

one club but can represent only one of them (except as

provided for below) in USFA competitions during one fencing
season.

A. A fencer may at any time resign from one club and join
another, or join or hold membership in two or more
clubs. However, within the same fencing season, no
fencer may represent in competition more than one club
without special permission of the Board of Directors. The
fencer's first stated club affiliation at a USFA competition
in each fencing season will determine that fencer's club
representation for that year,

B. A college or scholastic fencer, who is also a member of
another recognized club, may represent his school in dudl
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meets and other interscholastic or intercollegiate events,
and also represent the other club in USFA events. In
addition, if the rules of his school conference require it,
he may represent his school or fence unattached in all
USFA individual events held during the school fencing
scason or, in the case of collegiate fencers, during the
period in which NCAA rules regarding playing dates
have jurisdiction while representing his club during the
other portions of the USFA year.

C. A fencer whe, while a member of a recognized club,
clects to fence unattached, may not be permitted to
represent any c¢lub during the remainder of the season in
individual competition, and may not compete in tcam
events except as a member of composite teams except as
noted in paragraph B above for collegiate fencers in
NCAA Division I and Division II schools.

D. All fencers should notify the National Headquarters of all
club affiliations at the start of the fencing season or as
such club affiliations change. They should also notify
competition organizers of such affiliations even if
representing another club (or school) or fencing
unattached for reasons given above in paragraph B.
Competition organizers should apply the same criteria for
separating fencers with the same club affiliations as they
do for fencers with the same club representation.

In all non-World Cup competitions, fencers affiliated with the

same club shall be separated as much as possible by applying

the rules regarding the separation of fencers of the same
nationality as specified by the FIE Rules for Competition for
the particular format being used, treating different club
affiliations as if they were different nationalities. The
separation for nationality shall take precedence over
separation for club affiliation.

9. ASSUMPTION OF RISK

Every fencer engaging in competition, and every person
attending a competition in any capacity whatsoever, does so at
his own risk and peril and neither the organization having
jurisdiction over the event nor the organization furnishing the
place for the event, nor any officer, official, agent or
employee of either of the aforementioned organizations, shall
be liable in any manner for any damage, injury, or loss
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suffered by any person as a competitor, official, attendant, or
spectator at a fencing event regardless of whether or not there
has been compliance with the rules and regulations prescribed
herein, whether or not any official has waived or failed to
enforce strict compliance therewith.
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CHAPTER !l. MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL

1. RESPONSIBILITY FOR EVENTS

A. National events (including the annual National
Championship Tournament) are under the supervision of
the President and the Board of Directors (see Chapter V).

B. Sectional events are limited to the annual Sectional
Championships and are under the supervision of the
sectional chairs and executive committees pursuant to
sectional bylaws. The sectional chairs, after consultation
with the chair or executive committee of the host
division, appoint the organizing committee, the bout
committee, and their respective chairs, subject to the
approval of the sectional executive committee.

C. Divisional events are under the supervision of the chair
and the executive committee or other appropriate
committee of the division, pursuant to the divisional
bylaws. The chair, with the approval of the appropriate
divisional committee, appoints the organizing committee,
the bout committee, and their respective chairs.

D. No meeting of the general membership or the Board of
Directors of the USFA shall be scheduled at a time that
fencing is scheduled at a national competition (National
Championships, Junior Olympic Championships, North
American Cup, et cetera), or an intemnational competition
conducted in the United States (World Cup, World
Championships, et cetera). USFA committees are
responsible for ensuring that their meetings do not
interfere with the smooth running of any national
competition.

2. ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
The organization of a competition or toumament is the
responsibility of an organizing committee which shall provide
. the facilities, equipment and personnel indicated in Chapter V,

Section 3, to the maximum extent possible, as well as any

awards.

3. BOUT COMMITTEE
Each bout committee, through its chair, is responsible for and
in complete charge of all competitions within its jurisdiction,
including all officials, contestants, and spectators. At national
events, the Tournament Committee representative works in
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conjunction with the bout committee chair to ensure that the
competition is conducted in accordance with the criteria ap-
proved by the Board of Directors.

A,

THE CHAIR

The chair is responsible for review of plans and programs
set up by the organizing committee, the conduct of the
competition, assignment of referees (at National events,
this is the responsibility of the Fencing Officials
Commission representative(s)), seeding of pocls, and
maintenance of discipline.

DECISION-MAKING PROCEDURE

The bout committee itself is not a parliamentary body
which makes administrative decisions by majority vote.
All of the committee's authority is vested in the chair,
who may delegate it as he sees fit. The advisory capacity
cannot overrule the chair on administrative matters. Only
on questions properly brought to it on appeal does the
bout committee decide by majority vote. In such cases,
the chair has only one vote.

REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

(1) The bout committee for USFA events shall consist
of members of the USFA in good standing.

(2) The minimum requirement for a place on the bout
committee is a thorough knowledge of the rules.

{(3) Any member of the bout committee who is a
competitor or team captain may not participate in
the seeding of pools or direct elimination plan for
the event in which he is involved.

SCOPE OF AUTHORITY

The bout committee has no power to amend the rules of

fencing. In emergency cases it may waive or modify the

rules of organization for a particular event with the

consent of the fencers directly or indirectly affected, but

in all such cases a report of the action taken must be

submitted to the appropriate governing body.

APPEAL

The decisions of the bout committee on matters within ifs

jurisdiction are final. Howeyver, if it ignores a positive

prescription of the rules, or applies the rules incorrectly,

a protest by the aggrieved person or team is allowed. If

the protest is overruled by the bout committee, the
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aggrieved person or team may appeal, in writing, fo the
Jury of Appeal.

F. CHAIR FOR NATIONAL EVENTS
The chair or co-chairs of the bout committee for national
events {other than the National Championship
Tournament, see Chapter V, Section 3.C) are appointed
by the Tournament Committee after consultation with the
organizers.

JURY OF APPEAL

The Jury of Appeal is responsible for hearing a protest against
a decision of the bout committee or of a referee (where
permitted under the Rules for Competition) which has been
properly filed and overruled, Such an appeal to the Jury of
Appeal must be in writing. Further, notice of appeal must be
given to the bout committee.
A member of the Jury of Appeal must excuse himself if he is
personally involved or if, by reason of his affiliation, he is
confronted with a potential conflict of interest; no proxy votes
are permitted. The decisions of the Jury of Appeal are final.
(For appeals from imposition of disciplinary penalties, see
Chapter IV, 2.) .
A. COMPOSITION OF THE JURY OF APPEAL AT A
NATIONAL EVENT
The Jury of Appeal at a national event shall be composed
of all members of the Board of Directors present at the
event, the chair or acting chair of the bout committee,
and an officer from every division competing, not
otherwise represented. In the latter case, if no officer is
present, a member of the division shall be chosen by
majority vote of the other members of the Jury of
Appeal. The chair of the Jury of Appeal shall be the
semor nationally elected officer present; if no national
officer is present, a chair shall be elected by the Jury of
Appeal from among its members. Each member of the
Jury of Appeal, including the chair, shall cast one vote.
In the event of a tie vote, the chair shall have an
additional vote.
B. COMPOSITION OF THE JURY OF APPEAL AT A
SECTIONAL EVENT
The Jury of Appeal at a sectional competition shall be
composed of all members of the Board of Directors and
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of the sectional executive committee present at the event,
the chair or acting chair of the bout committee, and an
officer from every division competing and not otherwise
represented. In the latter case, if no officer is present, a
member of the division shall be chosen by majority vote
of the other members of the Jury of Appeal. The chair
shall be the section chair. In his absence, the Jury of
Appeal shall elect a chair from among its members. Each
member of the Jury of Appeal, including the chair, shall
cast one vote. In the event of a tie vote, the chair shall
have an additional vote.

C. COMPOSITION OF THE JURY OF APPEAL AT A
DIVISIONAL EVENT
The Jury of Appeal at a divisional competition shall be
composed of all members of the Board of Directors and
of the divisional executive committee present at the
event, the chair or acting chair of the bout committee,
and the club or team captain of every club or team
competing and not otherwise represented. In the latter
case, if a captain is not present, a member of the club
shall be chosen by majority vote of the other members of
the Jury of Appeal. The chair shall be the chair of the
division. In his absence, the Jury of Appeal shall elect a
chair from among its members. Each member of the Jury
of Appeal, including the chair, shall cast one vote. In the
event of any tie vote, the chair shall have an additional
vote.

5. JURIES

All members of the Jury shall be members in good standing
of the USFA or of a foreign fencing association in good
standing with the FIE.

6. SPECTATORS

"Spectators” include any and all persons attending a
competition who are not at the moment engaged in active
participation therein cither as contestants, or any official
capacity recognized by the rules.

Spectators are required, in the interest of safety and good
order, to sit or stand at a distance of not less than ten feet
from the limits of the strip and to obey any directives of the
referee or the bout committee.
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7. COMPETITORS' CHECK LIST

A. Associate members of the USFA and members not in
good standing are not eligible to compete.

B. It is the responsibility of the fencer to ensure that his
entry for a competition is filed in accordance with the
organizing committee's regulations for that event.

C. Unless otherwise specified, all USFA competitions are
governed by the USFA Rules for Competition and it is
the responsibility of the fencer to familiarize himself with
them.

D. It is the responsibility of the fencer to provide himself
with the necessary equipment to compete in accordance
with the rules of the USFA.

E. Unless otherwise provided, a fencer who violates any of
the above conditions is subject to appropriate disciplinary
action.
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CHAPTER Ill. ENTRIES

FILING AND FEES

Unless otherwise specified in the schedule of events, team and
individual entries shall be forwarded in writing to the chair of
the appropriate bout committee at least one week in advance
of the scheduled date for the event. The entry must be
accompanied by the appropriate entry fee. Entries to the
National Championships are subject to special regulations (see
Chapter V). National Championship entries must be submitted
at least three weeks prior to the opening of the
Championships.

REFUNDS

Unless otherwise specified in the schedule of events, entry
fees received in accordance with paragraph 1, above, wili be
refunded if the bout committee receives notice of the
withdrawal not less than 72 hours before the scheduled date
for the event (see special rules for National Championships).

DENIAL OF ENTRY

The bout committee shall reject any entry from a member
who is not in good standing because of arrears in dues or
entry fees, because of disciplinary penalties in effect, or
otherwise.

TEAM EVENTS

A.

There shall be no limitation on the number of team
entrics from one club unless a specified limit is fixed in
advance by the appropriate governing body (see special
rules for National Championships).

Members of two or more teams representing the same
club may not be interchanged during the competition (see
exception for National Championships, Chapter V,
Section 12.A).

The names of individual fencers on the team need not be
formally filed at the time the team entry is made, but
should be given to the bout committee before the plan of
competition is worked out.

No team entry shall be permitted to compete with a
lesser number of members than required for the particular

event (which shall be three unless otherwise announced
in the schedule).
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E.

Every individual member of a team shall, by participating
in the competition, personally certify his eligibility to
compete.

5. COMPOSITE TEAMS

A.

A composite team is one whose members do not
represent the same club (they may all be unattached).
Such teams are permitted unless notice to the contrary is
included in the schedule of events. Further, a fencer may
be part of a composite team in an event in which his club
is formally represented with the approval of the
appropriate division. Composite teams may compete hors
concours in the National Championship qualifying round,
but will not count in determining qualifiers to the
National Championships.

Composite teams must furnish a guarantee for the safe
custody of any trophy which may be won.

The bout committee shall refuse the entry of any
composite tecam when, in its judgment, the conditions of
subsections A, and B, have not been complied with in
every respect.

A fencer who is a member of a club may fence on a
composite team without prejudice to his right to represent
his club during the same season (see Chapter I,

Section 8).
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CHAPTER IV. DISCIPLINE

The principles set forth in the International Code of Discipline
shail govern the imposition of disciplinary penalties in the US,
with such modifications as may be necessary to conform to
structural organization of the USFA and to any provisions
contained in this chapter.

1. JURY OF APPEAL
(see also Chapter II, Section 4)

A

APPEAL PROCEDURE

If a protest against a decisior of the bout committee or
the referee (where permitted under the Rules for
Competition) has been properly filed and has been
overruled, an appeal may be taken to the Jury of Appeal
for that competition. Notice of the appeal must be given
to the bout committee.

PENALTIES

In case the penalty of exclusion or disqualification is
mnflicted during a competition upon an individual or
team, the Jury of Appeal shall determine whether the
penalty is for violation of a technical rule or for a serious
breach of good order ar a flagrant violation of the code
of good sportsmanship. If the first, the penalty should not
deprive an individual or team of any placement or prizes
eamed before the offense. If one of the latter, the penalty
may include forfeiture of any placement or prizes earned
during the competition, In all cases, the record of the
action taken and the reason therefor must be filed with
the Secretary for presentation to the National Board of
Directors. In addition, the Jury of Appeal may
recommend to the appropriate executive commitiee or the
Board of Directors the imposition of more severe
penalties, i.¢., reprimand, suspension, or expulsion from
the USFA.
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CHAPTER V.

SPECIAL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RULES'

1.

NATURE OF THE TOURNAMENT

The National Championship competitions shall be announced
annually in the divisional and national schedules of events and
shall be held in two parts: first, a preliminary open qualifying
competition (consisting of one or more rounds) which shall be
held in each division and section for its USFA members in
good standing; second, a subsequent cham pionship
competition limited to duly qualified contestants. The
championship competitions shall constitute the National
Championship Tournament and shall include:

Diviston I: open individual events in men's foil, épée and
sabre and women's foil and épée;

Division II: individual events restricted by classification
in men's foil, épée and sabre and women's foil, épée
and sabre;

Team: events in men's foil, épée and sabre and women's
foil and épée;

Under-19: individual events in men's foil, épée, and sabre
and women’s foil and épée;

Demonstration (non-championship): a team event in
women's sabre and (1994-1996) an individual event
in Under-19 women's sabre.

A separate Junior Olympic National Championship
Tournament shall be held and shall include individual
champicenship events in men's foil, épée and sabre and
women's foil and épée in the Under-20, Under-17 and
Under-15 age groups, as well as demonstration (non-
championship) events in Under-13 men’s foil, épée and sabre
and women's foil and épée and in Under-11 men's and
women's foil,

DATES AND LOCATIONS

A. The date and place of the National Championship
Tournament shall be determined at or before the National
Tournament in the second year preceding the event. The
Tournament Committee shall receive bids and/or generate
alternative proposals at least three months prior to the

1

See also Appendix E, Key Dates for Championship Events.

February 1994 Page 22 Operations Manual

%
3 +
E

S




start of the Tournament at which the decision is to be
made. Bids shall be submitted in conformance to the
rules established by the Tournament Commaittee, and
consideration by the Tournament Committee should
include a site inspection. A review of all bids and/or
alternative proposals along with recommendations will be
presented by the Tournament Committee to the Board of
Directors, who shall select the time and place of the
Toumament.

The Sectional Championships shall be held at least three
weeks prior to the first day of the National
Championships. The divisional qualifying competition
shall be held at least three weeks prior to the date set for
the Sectional Championships.

The date and place of the USFA National Junior Olympic
Tournament shail be determined at or before the Junior
Olympic Tournament in the second year preceding the
event. The Tournament Committee shali receive bids
and/or generate alternative proposals at least three
months prior to the start of the Tournament at which the
decision is to be made. Bids shall be submitted in
conformance to the rules established by the Tournament
Committee and that consideration by the Tournament
Committee should include a site inspection. A review of
all bids and/or alternative proposals along with
recommendations will be presented by the Tournament
Committee to the Board of Directors, who shall select the
time and place of the tournament.

The divisional qualifying competition for the Junior
Olympic Tournament shall be held at least five weeks
prior to the first day of the Toumament.

ORGANIZATION
A. The organizing committee is responsible for providing atl

physical facilitics, necessary equipment, supplies, and

ancillary personnel.

(1) The scene of the Tournament should be spacious,
well lighted and well ventilated, with dressing rooms
and showers for men and women. It should be
within reasonable proximity to housing and eating
facilities. Enclosed space with lock and key should
be available for use by technicians and for storage.
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Adequate space for the bout committee should be
close to and in sight of the fencing area, A closed
room must be available for the bout committee
deliberations, A public address system must be
available.

From 24 to 30 regulation-sized strips will be
required (depending upon registration and scheduling
of events); these should be metallic, and thus
suitable for all weapons, and may be any
combination of platform types and/or mesh types. A
distinctive finals strip on a low platform (see height
regulation in the Rules for Competition) is desirable.
The necessary stretching and fastening devices are
required (with spares) for platform types; sufficient
tape must be on hand for the mesh types. One three-
weapon electrical scoring machine is required for
each strip, plus at least a 50% overage to cover
practice areas and to allow for spares. Three reels, at
a minimum, should be allowed for each strip (the
minimum required plus 50% spares). Spare floor
cables arc needed, but less than a 50% margin: more
like 10-20%. If double-reeling is planned, twice as
many reels and floor cables are required and special
switching boxes are required at each scoring table.
Sufficient batteries, battery eliminators, or AC
cabling must be available to power all machines and
auxiliary equipment. If AC power is used, Ground
Fault Circuit Interrupters are needed to protect all
the machines so powered. Extension lights for cach
foil and épée strip are required. Each strip must have
a stop watch or stop clock as well as the appropriate
weights and, for épée, travel gauges. There should
be a public scoreboard for at least the final round.
The organizing committee shall provide the equip-
ment and space for inspection and repair of weapons
and machines. It should also provide space, at a fair
price, for vendors to sell weapons, body cords, and
other fencing equipment 10 contestants whose
personal equipment breaks down during the
competitions and cannot be repaired without undue
delay.
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(4) The organizing committee shall arrange for the
attendance of an adequate number of trained time
keepers and scorers to ensure the proper and
continuous conduct of the Tournament. It is also
responsible for publicity and publication of the
program.

(5) The organizing committee shall be responsible for
specified expenses for designated personnel required
for the proper conduct of the Tournament, according
to criteria established by committees acting with the
approval of the Board of Directors.

The organizing committee shall nominate and obtain the

services of a full-time Press Officer whose sole function

shall be activities related to publicity and press releases,
and who shall prepare a summary of the events for

American Fencing.

The bout committee, subject only to the Jury of Appeal,
has the ultimate authority for conducting the National
Championships. It is in charge of all personnel, competi-
tors, officials and other persons present, including the
audience. The chairs of the bout committee are approved
by the Board, based on the recommendation of the
Tournament Committee, in consultation with the chair(s)
of the organizing committee .

The designated representatives of the Tournament
Committee and of the Fencing Officials Commission are
automatically voting members of the naticnal bout
committee. The former are responsible for the smooth
and orderly function and operation of the Tournament,
and the latter shall act for the bout committee on the
designation of referees.

The Jury of Appeal at the National Championships shall
be composed of all members of the Board of Directors
present at the event, the chair or acting chair of the bout
committee, and an officer from every division competing
and not otherwise represented. In the latter case, if no
officer is present, a member of the division shall be
chosen by majority vote of the other members of the Jury
of Appeal. The chair shall be the senior nationally
elected officer present; if no national officer is present, a
chair shall be elected by the Jury of Appeal from among
its members. Each member, including the chair of the
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Jury of Appeal, shall cast one vote. In the event of a tie
vote the chair shall also cast the deciding vote.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
The organizing committee is required to provide financial
support for the national training programs of each group
represented in the Championships events:

Division I: Nationat Team;

Under-15, Under-17 and Under-20: training programs.
The schedule of awards shall be established by the National
Board of Directors or its designated committee.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

The exact schedule of events shali be prepared by the Toumna-
ment Committee in consultation with the organizing
committee and the bout committee and, when approved by the
Board of Directors, shall be published by the USFA in
American Fencing, the National Newsletter, and/or
championship confirmation materials, '

MEMBERSHIP

A. Only members in good standing at the time the entries
for the Nationals are closed are entitled to compete in the
National Championship competition.

B. Entry to the events of the National Championship
competition and USFA National Junior Olympics is
limited to qualified US citizens and permanent residents
only.

INDIVIDUAL QUALIFIERS

A. DIVISION I EVENTS
The following members of the USFA who arc US
citizens or permanent residents and are in good standing,
are eligible to participate in the Division I individual
events in the same weapon in which they meet the
qualification criteria:

(1) Former Division I National Champions in that
weapon.

(2) The top twenty-four finishers of the previous year's
Division I National Championships.

(3) The top cight finishers of the previous year's
Division II National Championships.

(4) Anyone who has earned points in the current year's
open point system equivalent to two twenty-fourth
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place finishes or one twelfth place finish in Open
North American Cup competitions.

(5) The current year's Under-19 Sectional Champions.

(6) The top eight finishers in the current year's
Under-20 National Championships.

(7) The top eight finishers in the current year's
Under-20 poeint standings and the top finisher in the
current year's Under-17 point standings as of the end
of the Junior Olympic Championships.

{8) The winner of certain competitions open to
collegiate fencers only (including the NCAA
Championships). These competitions will be
designated by the USFA Executive Committee at
least four weeks before the date of that competition.

(9) The top three fencers in the US Modern Pentathlon
in men's épée and women's épée will be eligible to
compete in the Division I men's épée and women's
épée events, respectively, without qualifying by any
other means.

(10) The top six finishers of each Sectional
Championships held in the year of the Division I
Championships who are members of that section and
do not otherwise qualify through paragraphs (1)
through (9) above.

B. DIVISION II EVENTS

The following members of the USFA who are US

citizens or permanent residents and are in good standing,

are eligible to participate in the Division II Championship
individual events in the same weapon in which they meet
the qualification criteria, provided that they are classified

as Class C or lower at the time that they so qualify

(except that the classification restrictions in this section

shall be waived for any Division II event for which there

is no equivalent Division I event):

(1) Each division shall be entitled to a number of
qualifiers based on the number of eligible fencers in
the division's Division Il qualifying event as follows:

12 or fewer entries = 3 qualifiers
13-24 entries = 4 qualifiers
25-36 entries = 5 qualifiers
and so forth with one additional qualifier for each
12 entries or fraction thereof. The host division shall

Operations Manual Page 27 February 1994




@)
&)
@)
&)

(6)

9

@)

be entitled to double the number of qualifiers it
would normally be allowed.

The qualifiers to the current year's Under-19
National Championships.

The top sixteen finishers in the current year's
Under-20 National championships.

The top eight finishers in the current year's
Under-17 National Championships.

The top three finishers of certain competitions open
to collegiate fencers only (including the NCAA
Championships). These competitions will be
designated by the USFA Executive Committee at
least four weeks before the date of that competition.
The top eight finishers in the current year's
Under-20 point standings and the top four finishers
in the current year's Under-17 point standings as of
the end of the Junior Olympic Championships.

The top eight finishers of the previous year's
Division II National Championships, provided that
event is not scheduled as a Division I event for the
current National Championships.

The top four finishers of each Sectional Champion-
ships held in the year of the Division II Champion-
ships who are members of that section and do not
otherwise qualify for the Division II's through para-
graphs (1) through (7) above. Fencers who are
classified as Class B or higher prior to the Sectional
Championships are skipped in determining the
Division II qualifiers. In addition, any eligible
fencers who qualify for the Division I
Championships from their section via rule A.(10),
above, and are classified as Class C or lower prior
to the Sectional Championships, also qualify for the
Division II's.

C. UNDER-20 EVENTS
The following members of the USFA who are US
citizens or permanent residents, are in good standing, and
who meet the age criteria specified in Chapter I, Section
5.C., are eligible to participate in the Under-20 individual
cvents in the same weapon in which they meet the
qualification criteria:
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The Under-17 National Champion from the previous
year.
The top eight finishers of the previous National
Under-19 Championships.
The top twenty-four finishers of the previous
Under-20 Championships provided they still meet
the requirement of age.
Anyone who has placed in the top thirty-two in any
one Open North American Open Cup or World Cup
competition since the previous National Under-20
Championships.
The top eight finishers in the current year's
Under-20 point standings and the top four finishers
in the current year's Under-17 point standings.
The top six finishers of certain competitions open to
collegiate fencers only (including the preceding
NCAA Championships). These competitions will be
designated by the USFA Executive Committee by
September of the year preceding the National
Championships.
Each division shall be entitled to a minimum of
three qualifiers who do not otherwise qualify
through paragraphs (1) through (6) above, based on
the number of eligible fencers in the division's
Under-20 qualifying event in each weapon as
follows:
12 or fewer entries = 3 qualifiers

13-24 entries = 4 qualifiers

25-36 entries = 5 qualifiers
and so forth with one additional qualifier for each
12 entries or fraction thereof. The host division shall
be entitled to double the number of qualifiers it
would normally be allowed.

D. UNDER-19 EVENTS
The following members of the USFA who are US
citizens or permanent residents, are in good standing, and
who meet the age criteria specified in Chapter I, Section
5.C., are eligible to participate in the Under-19 individual
events in the same weapon in which they meet the
qualification criterta:

)

The top eight finishers from the previous Under-17
National Championships.
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(2) The top eight finishers of the previous National
Under-19 Championships provided they still meet
the requirements of age.

(3) The top sixteen finishers of the current year's Under-
20 Championships provided they still meet the
requircments of age.

(4) Anyone who has placed in the top thirty-two in any
one Open North American Open Cup or World Cup
competition since the previous National Under-19
Championships.

(5) The top eight finishers in the current year's
Under-20 point standings, the top four finishers in
the current year's Under-17 point standings, and the
top two finishers in the current year's Under-15
point standings as of the end of the Junior Olympic
Championships.

(6) The top six finishers of certain competitions open to
collegiate fencers only (including the NCAA
Championships). These competitions will be
designated by the USFA Executive Committee by
September of the year preceding the National
Championships.

(7) Each section shall be entitled to a minimum of three
qualifiers who do not otherwise qualify through
paragraphs (1) through (6) above, determined by the
number of eligible fencers in the section’s Under-19
Championships as follows:

6 or fewer entries = 3 qualifiers

7-12 entries = 4 qualifiers
13-18 entnes = 5 qualifiers
19-24 entries = 6 qualifiers

25-30 entries = 7 qualifiers
and so forth with one additional qualifier for each
10 entries or fraction thereof,

(8) The top six finishers of the host division's Under-19
Championships who do not otherwise qualify
through paragraphs (1) through (7) above.

E. UNDER-17 EVENTS

The following members of the USFA who as US citizens

or permanent residents, are in good standing, and who

meet the age criteria specified in Chapter I, Section 5.C.,

are eligible to participate in the Under-17 individual
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events in the same weapon in which they meet the
qualification criteria:
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The top eight finishers of the previous National
Under-17 Championships provided they still meet
the requirement of age.
The top sixteen finishers of the previous National
Under-19 Championships provided they still meet
the requirement of age.
The top twenty-four finishers of the previous
Under-20 Championships provided they still meet
the requirement of age.
Anyone who has placed in the top thirty-two in any
one Open North American Open Cup or World Cup
competition since the previous National Under-17
Championships.
The top sixteen finishers in the current year's
Under-20 point standings, the top eight finishers in
the current year's Under-17 point standings, and the
top four finishers in the current year's Under-15
point standings.
Each division shall be entitled to a minimum of
three qualifiers who do not otherwise qualify
through paragraphs (1) through (5) above, based on
the number of eligible fencers in the division's
Under-17 qualifying event in each weapon as
follows:
12 or fewer entries = 3 qualifiers

13-24 entries = 4 qualifiers

25-36 entries = 5 qualifiers
and so forth with one additional qualifier for each
12 entries or fraction thercof. The host division shall
be entitled to double the number of qualifiers it
would rormally be allowed.

UNDER-15 EVENTS

The following members of the USFA who as US citizens
or permanent residents, are in good standing, and who
meet the age criteria specified in Chapter I, Section 5.C.,
are eligible to participate in the Under-15 individual
events in the same weapon in which they meet the
qualification criteria:

~
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(1) The top eight finishers of the previous Under-15
National Championships provided they still meet the
requirement of age.

(2) The top sixteen finishers of the previous Under-17
National Championships provided they still meet the
requirement of age.

(3) The top twenty four finishers of the previous
Under-19 and Under-20 National Championships
provided they still meet the requirement of age.

(4) The top twenty four finishers in the current year's
Under-20 point standings, the top sixteen finishers in
the current year's Under-17 point standings, and the
top eight finishers in the current year's Under-15
point standings, provided they meet the requirement
of age.

(5) Each division shall be entitled to a minimum of
three qualifiers who do not otherwise qualify
through paragraphs (1) through (4) above, based on
the number of eligible fencers in the division's
Under-15 qualifying event in each weapon as
follows:

12 or fewer entries = 3 qualifiers
13-24 entries = 4 qualifiers
25-36 entries = 5 qualifiers
and so forth with one additional qualifier for each
12 entries or fraction thereof. The host division shall
be entitled to double the number of qualifiers it
would normally be allowed.

QUALIFICATION VIA POINT STANDINGS

In the preceding sections which describe the qualification

criteria for the National Championships via point

standings, unless otherwise specified, the point standings
will be those at the end of the last domestic event in

which points are awarded which precedes the date for the
close of entries for that National Championship or Junior

Olympics.

ELIGIBILITY OF QUALIFIERS

In all the qualifying competitions for the individual

National Championships, when the number of qualifiers

who will be eligible to compete in that tournament from

each division or section is determined by the number of
eligible contestants competing for qualification, the

i
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following will not be counted among those who will be

included in the number of eligible contestants:

(1) those who are not members of the division or
section, AND

{2) those who are not eligible to fence in the National
Championships.

8. QUALIFYING COMPETITIONS
A. CRITERIA

The dates and locations of the Sectional Championships
and divisional qualifying competitions must conform to
the criteria specified in Section V.2 of this Operations
Manual. The qualifying competitions shall be open to all
amateur members of the USFA in good standing who
meet the requirements hereinafter set forth.

Unless otherwise provided by the division or section,

only members of the division or section may compete in

that division's or section's qualifying competition. No

amateur member who is in good standing and files a

proper entry shall be denied entry if he or she is eligible

under Section 6 above.

QUALIFICATION BY APPEAL: In exceptional cases,

subject to specific approval by the USFA Executive

Committee, a member of the USFA in good standing

may be permitted to qualify by appeal.

The procedures for qualification by appeal are common

to the Under-15, Under-17, Under-19, Under-20, and

Senior National Championship events (Division I and

Division IT). They are as follows:

(1) Appeals may be filed by fencers who were qualifiers
(by means of competition or appeal) to that same
event (i.e., foil, épée, or sabre) in the prior season or
whose competitive record during the current fencing
scason indicates a strong possibility that they would
have qualified had they been able to compete in the
qualifying competition but:

a) were unable to compete in local qualifying
events this season, OR

b) did compete and had to withdraw because of a
disabling injury or illness.
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(Mere attendance at an out-of-town school during
the qualifying event shall not constitute inability to
compete.)

All appeals must be made in writing to the National

Secretary (addressed to the USFA National

Headquarters, One Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs,

CO 80909) and must be received within three

business days following the event from which the

petitioner could have qualified, and in no case later
than the entry deadline for the championship.

The appeal must be accompanied by:

a) A non-refundable filing fee of $25.00 made
payable to the USFA,

b) A statement of specific details as to the dates,
reason for absence, and other pertinent facts.
Any medical reasons must be substantiated by
written confirmation from a physician.

¢) A summary of the fencer's significant
competitive results during the past year. Results
in previous National Championships (JO
Championships, where applicable) and recent
North American Cup events should especially
be noted.

d) A self-addressed, stamped envelope for reply to
the appeal.

Appeals will be reviewed by the USFA Executive

Committee. Decisions will be based upon the

validity of reasons for absence or withdrawal and

the probability of the fencer having qualified
through competition, based on results achieved in
other events.

if a fencer is permitted to enter a National

Championship event under this appeal procedure,

his/her entry will in no way affect the number of

qualifiers from the division or section involved.

The USFA Executive Committee shall, at the

following meeting of the Board of Directors, make a

full written report of all petitions for qualification by

appeal to the National and JO Championships citing
specific detailed reasons in each case for their deci-
sion.
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All qualifying competitions shall conform strictly to the
rules govering USFA events. Each division, at its
discretion, may designate its Divisional Championships
as its qualifying competition to the Sectional
Championships. The divisions and sections must give at
least three weeks notice of the date, time and place of the
qualifying events.

All qualifying competitions should be scheduled with
regard to date, time, and location in such a manner as to
prevent undue hardship to members wishing to attend
such competitions. They should not be scheduled in
conflict with major religious holidays or events on the
National Calendar in that weapon {(such as North
American Cup events). If a division is geographically
large, the qualifying competitions should be held on
weckends or national holidays.

A fencer may appeal from the local bout committee
and/or the Jury of Appeal of a qualifying competition any
decisions involving a possible viclation of the rules to the
USFA Executive Committee by forwarding said appeal to
the National Headquarters within three business days
after the qualifying competition. In the event the
Executive Commitiee votes in favor of the appeal, it may
designate that the fencer be considered a member of the
National Division for the purposes of qualification.

Each division is required to schedule qualifying competi-
tions for the Division II, Under-20, Under-19, Under-17
and Under-15 National Championships. Divisions must
hold Under-19 qualification competitions separate from
the Under-15, Under-17 and Under-20 qualification
competitions. The Under-15, Under-17 and Under-20
qualification competitions can be combined only if three
or fewer fencers enter one of these competitions. In this
case, arrangements must be made to determine the
qualifiers, in order, for each of the categories. It is
recommended that these competitions not be combined.
Separate qualifying competitions may be held on the
same day, but not concurrently.,

Upon request of the division hosting the National
Championships, the Board of Directors may require that
divisional and/or sectional qualifying competitions charge
a surcharge on all entries to these competitions. Said
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surcharges must then be sent by the division and/or
section to the National Headquarters with the certified list
of qualifiers. The National Headquarters will then
forward these surcharges to the host division to help
defray the expenses of the National Championships.

In the event that the number of entries for a qualifying
competition is less than the number of authorized
qualifiers, the qualifying competition need not be held
and all entries shall be automatically qualified for the
Tournament.

In the event that the number of entries for qualification
from the National Division is greater than the number of
authorized qualifiers, a qualifying competition will be
held at the site of the National Championships on the day
before that National Championship event is scheduled to
be held.

In the Division I individual events at the National
Championships, alternates will not be allowed to take the
place of a qualified fencer who does not enter the
Nationals. In the Age Group Championships and Division
II individual events, each division and section is entitled
to a number of alternates equal to the number of
qualifiers to which they are entitled. If the alternates have
submitted a timely entry, they will be allowed to take the
place of qualified fencers from the same section or
division who have not entered the Nationals in that event.
Qualification places must be determined without ties — the
number of qualifiers is not increased due to ties. If two or more
fencers finish in a tie for the last qualifying place, which fenc-
er(s) are qualifiers and which fencer(s) are altemates must be
determined by fencing as many barrage bouts as is necessary.
All alternate placements must also be determined without ties. If
two or more fencers finish in a tie for one of the altemate
places, their qualification order must be determined by fencing
as many barrage bouts as is necessary. '

(By "ties" in the above paragraph, it is meant that the fencers
are tied in all three indicators; bout, touch indicator, and touches
received. If they are not tied in all three indicators, their
placement is determined by the normal procedures for
determining placement in pools in a qualifying round as
explained in Article 521 of the Rides for Competition.)
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K. If at all possible, the divisions should hold the Division
II qualifying events as separate events open only to those
eligible to compete in the Division II Nationals.

L. The qualifying events arc considered the first rounds of
the Nationals themselves. As such, the organizers may
use only the following competition formats:
for Division I, Under-19 and Jurnior Olympic events:

— by pools; or

— by direct elimination with a mixed format of one or
more rounds of elimination pools, followed by direct
elimination (with or without repéchage) to qualify
eight fencers for a direct elimination final;

for Division II events:

— either of the above two formats; or

— the Brazilian system (two rounds of seeding pools
followed by a direct elimination table without repé-
chage, seeded based on the combined results of the
two rounds of pools).

[Note: Sectional Championships, which serve as

qualifying rounds for both Division I and Division II

events, may only use the formats permitted for qualifying

to Division I events.]

M. The Board of Directors may set aside the results of any
qualifying competition which does not conform to the
rules and require that the qualifying competition be
rescheduled, designate the qualifiers from that division or
section, or require that some or all of the contesting
fencers compete in a special qualifying competition held
at the site of the National Championships on the day
before the National Championship event is scheduled to
be held.

9. NUMBER OF TEAM QUALIFIERS

A. Teams will consist of three members plus one substitute.
Each division will be allowed the following number of
teams, based on the number of clubs represented in the
qualifying round: 1-5 clubs, 2 teams; 6-10 clubs, 3 teams;
more than 10 clubs, 4 teams. The top 3 teams of the
previous Nationals qualify automatically as leng as they
are club members of the USFA in good standing.
Each division is entitled to a number of alternate teams
equal to the number of qualificd teams to which they are
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entitled. If alternate teams have submitted a timely entry,
they will be allowed to take the place of qualified teams
from the same division which have not entered the
Nationals in that event.

Teams shall represent a club which is a club member of
the USFA no later than the time of the qualifying event.
No club may qualify more than one team even though
the rules of the qualifying competition may permit a club
to enter two or more tcams,

Composite teams are forbidden in the Tournament,
except as noted in Part G of this section. Composite
teams may enter the qualifying rounds but must compete
hors concours.

Only ¢lubs which are members of a division shall qualify
from that division.

The US Modern Pentathlon Squad and the three branches
of the armed forces (Army, Air Force, and Navy) may
each enter one team in each event. The normal rules
regarding club requircments during the season are waived
as to Pentathletes and service personnel for purposes of
exercising this privilege in the tournament provided they
submit entries identifying themselves as members of
these tcams by the deadline for entries to the Nationals
and waive the right to fence on any other team.

The host division shall be entitled to double the number

of team qualifiers it would nommally be allowed.

If a division is unable to provide club representation for

team competition in a given weapon, despite conducting

a regularly scheduled team qualifying competition, then a

division composite team may be entered in the National

Team Championship competition.

Division composite teams must be composed of fencers

who are members of the division so represented.

Composite team members must also have competed at

least once during that regular season in a competition

held by the division which the composite team

represents.

Members of composite teams will be selected based on

highest final placement in the following events:

1. Primary Selection Criteria: Divisional Championship
event in the team competition weapon.
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2. Secondary Selection Criteria: Sectional
Championship event in the team competition
weapon.

In the case of a division composite team, the names of

the members of the team must be listed at the time the

team entry 1s submitted for the National Championships.

10. CERTIFICATION OF QUALIFIERS

A.

Immediately upon the completion of all of its qualifying
competitions, the Secretary of each division and section
shall transmit to the National Headquarters a certified list
of the final placement of all entries to the qualifying
competitions as well as any surcharge which may have
been authorized under Section 8.F.

Qualifying forms must reach the National Headquarters
as follows:
Divisional forms - four weeks prior to the first day
of the Nationals or Junior Olympics
Sectional forms - three business days after the
Sectional Championships
These forms do not constitute the required entries for the
Tournament, which must be submitted by the competitors
themselves. Failure to provide such certified lists may
lead to the disqualification of competitors from that divi-
sion or section. All requested information must be
provided in a legible format, preferably on the forms
provided by the National Headquarters.
The USFA National Headquarters shall check the
certified lists against the list of USFA members in good
standing and shall forward the lists, with the
endorsement, or corrections, to the chair of the national
bout committee.

11. PROCEDURE FOR ENTRIES

A

Every individual or team qualifier who wishes to
participate in the National Championship competitions
must file an official entry with the USFA National
Headquarters at least three weeks before the first day of
the championships.

Every entry must be accompanied by the required fees
and a stamped self-addressed business size envelope. All
fees are determined by the Board of Directors and shall
be announced in the schedule for the Tournament.
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C. Within one weck after the closing date for entries, the
entries will be checked against the certified list of
qualifiers and altemmates which has the endorsement of
the USFA. Determination shall be made of the number
eligible to qualify from each division and the number of
valid entries actually on hand from the division. Entries
and fees shall be returned to those who are in excess of
the permissible number for the division. No entry fees
will be refunded for withdrawals after ten days before the
first day of the championships, and no substitutions shall
be permitted.

D. Every entrant shall be informed of his/her acceptance for
the Tournament. A complete list of accepted entries shall
be forwarded to the chair of the organizing committee
not less than ten days prior to the Tournament along with
the fees collected, less the fees retained by the USFA.

12. COMPOSITION OF TEAMS

A. A duly qualified and entered team need not limit its
composition to those members of the club who actually
competed on that team in the qualifying competition and
the general rule providing that members of two or more
teams representing the same club may not be
interchanged during a competition (applicable in the
qualifying competition) shall not apply.

B. Fencers shall not be permitted to represent a club in team
championship competition unless they satisfy the club
representation restrictions specified in Chapter I, Section
8, and meet one of the following criteria:

— they have represented that club at least once during
that regular season either in a competition of the
division or in the Sectional Championships of the
section in which the club is located, OR

— they have represented that club at least once during
that regular season in a North American Cup event
or in the Junior Olympic Championships, OR

— they have represented the same club in a prior
National Championship and have notified the
National Headquarters in writing before April 15
(and be able to prove so by, for example, certified
mail with return receipt requested) of their intent to
represent that club at the coming National
Championships.
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13. GENERAL
To adopt a change from the previous year's Division I
National Championship format, the Tournament Committee
will present its recommendation for the new format to the
. USFA Executive Committee for approval. Any change should
be made far enough in advance to allow for notification to be
given to the competitors.

14. FIRST ROUND

A. The seeded draw in the first round of championship
competition shall be done by the bout committee, taking
into account the rules for the seeding of Ranked Fencers
as specified in Chapter 1.3.A of the Operations Manual

. and taking into account the estimated strength indicated
in the certificates of qualification filed by divisional
secretaries, However, members of the same division
shall, insofar as possible, be separated, in the same
manner as required for members of the same club.,

B. Seeding for team competitions shall be in accordance
with the FIE Rules for Competition. The bout committee
may assign quality points to a competitor who did not

. fence in the individual event in accordance with its best
judgment, with the proviso that the competitor cannot be
deemed to have attained the semifinal or final rounds.

15. SUBSEQUENT ROUNDS

A. In team events the competition may proceed, at the
discretion of the bout committee, by the pool method or
by direct elimination, or a combination of both, to

. produce a final of two, three, or four teams.
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CHAPTER VL. THE ASSOCIATION

JURISDICTION AND AFFILIATIONS

The USFA is the official governing body for amateur fencing
in the United States and its exclusive jurisdiction is
recognized by the Fédération Internationale d'Escrime (FIE),
the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) and other
organizations. It is the officially designated National
Governing Body (NGB) of the USOC.

The USFA is the sole representative of US amateur fencing in
the FIE, which is the governing body for all official
international fencing competitions including the World and
Olympic Fencing Championships. Any US fencer wishing to
participate in official international events must be accredited
by the USFA to the FIE or to the host country as to amateur
standing and qualification.

The USFA is a member of the USOC with representation at
the House of Delegates and on the Executive Committee of
the USOC.

The USFA works in close cooperation with the USOC in the
selection and training of the US Olympic Fencing Teams. It
selects the members of all international fencing teams. Every
member of such teams must be a member of the USFA.

The USFA maintains close relations with other sports
organizations including the US Fencing Coaches Association.
Most of the active fencing coaches in the United States are
also members of the USFA.

BRIEF HISTORY

A. FOUNDATION AND OFFICERS
The USFA was founded in New York City on April 22,
1891, as the Amateur Fencers League of America (AFLA).
Prior to that date fencing events had been conducted by the
AAU. The organizers elected Dr. Graeme M. Hammond as
the first President and he held that office from 1891 to 1925.
The office has been held successively by Col. Henry
Breckinridge, F. Bamard ('Connor, Leon M. Schoonmaker,
Harold Van Buskirk, John R. Huffman, Demell Every,
Miguel de Capriles, Jose de Capriles, Donald S. Thompson,
Dr. Paul T. Makler, Norman Lewis, Alan Miles Ruben,
Stephen B. Sobel, Irwin F. Bemstein, Emily B. Johnson,
Michel A. Mamlouk, Lewis W. Siegel, Samuel D. Cheris,
Michel A. Mamlouk and Stephen B. Sobel, incumbent.
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The office of Secretary has been held successively by W.
Scott O'Connor (1891-1925), F. Bamard O'Connor, Leon M,
Schoonmaker, J. Howard Hanway, Demell Every, John R.
Huffman, Ervin §. Acel, Warren A. Dow, Dernell Every,
Ralph M. Goldstein, Allan S. Kwartler, Anthony J. Orsi,
William J. Latzko, Irwin F. Bemstein, Eleanor Tumey, Dr.
Fred G. Rhodes, John Higgs-Coulthard, Paul Soter and Ann
McBain Ezzell, incumbent.

The office of Treasurer was discharged by the Secretary
prior to 1936. Since then the Treasurers have been J.
Howard Hanway, George Cochrane, Robert 8. Driscoll,
Rudolph Ozol, Leo Sobel, Peter Tishman, Howard Good-
man, William Latzko, Samuel D. Cheris, Elvira Orly and
Jennings Smith, incumbent.

The office of Foreign Secretary was an clective position
from 1951 to 1968, when it was discontinued. This office
was held successively by Tracy Jaeckel, Gen, John Grom-
bach, Ralph Goldstein, Norman Lewis and George Worth. It
was reinstated as an appointed position effective September
1, 1973. Since reinstatement, the office has been held by
Chaba Pallaghy, Michel Mamlouk, Joseph Bymes, Samuel
D. Cheris and Charles Higgs-Coulthard, incumbent.

In 1968, the new office of Executive Vice-President was
authorized. This office was been held successively by
Norman Lewis, William Goering, Micki Conte, Marius
Valsamis, Carl Borack and George Masin.

In 1973, the new offices of two National Vice-Presidents
were authorized. The one office was been held successively
by Emily Johnson, Mary Huddleson, Colleen Olney and
Gerrie Baumgart. The other office was been held succes-
sively by Chaba Pallaghy, Manny Forrest, Charles Thomp-
son, Samuel D. Cheris, George Masin, Paul Soter and Jack
Tichacek,

In 1992, the offices of the Executive Vice-President and the
two National Vice-Presidents were changed to three Vice-
Presidents. These offices are currently held by William
Goering, Stacey Johnson and Michael Marx.

In June 1981, the membership approved a change in the
name of the organization to "United States Fencing Associ-
ation”.
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INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY

Under the leadership of the USFA, United States fencers
have achieved considerable prestige on and off the strip.
Despite financial and geographical handicaps to participa-
tion in most major international competitions, US fencers
have competed with distinction in intemnational events
since 1904,

In 1958, the USFA was host to the World Championships
in Philadelphia. The event attracted 22 nations, and 203
individuals competed. Started in 1961, the annual
International Sabre Tournament in New York has become
a World Cup international event that brings many of the
ranking world fencers to the United States. In 1971, 1979
and 1988, the USFA was host to the World Under-20
Championships in South Bend, Indiana. 1989 saw the
World Championships held in Denver Colorado, with the
introduction of electric sabre and women's épée.

Two fencers have served on the Intemational Olympic
Committee, The first was Frederick R. Coudert of New

York, who was succeeded in 1952 by J. Brooks Parker of '

Philadelphia.

The highest honor and vote of confidence in US fencing
was bestowed by the FIE in 1960, when it elected
Miguel de Capriles as President for a four-year term and
entrusted the running of intemational fencing affairs to an
all US Bureau including Jose de Capriles, Deputy
President; Gen. J.V. Grombach, Secretary-General; and
Leo G. Nunes, Treasurer.

The honor of taking the Olympic oath at the opening
ceremony on behalf of all the assembled athletes was
given to Lt. George C. Calnan in the 1932 Olympiad and
to George V. Worth in the 1959 Pan American Games.
The honor of carrying the flag for the US delegation as it
entered the stadium was awarded to Norman C. Armitage
in the 1952 and 1956 Olympic Games and to Miguel de
Capriles in the 1951 Pan American Games. In the 1968
Olympic Games, Mrs. Janice Lee York Romary became
the first woman ever to carry the flag of the US
delegation, this signal honor recognizing her sixth
competitive appearance in the Olympic Games.
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CHAPTER VII. ADMINISTRATION
OF NATIONAL AFFAIRS

THE CORPORATION

The USFA is a non-profit corporation under the laws of the
State of Colorado, governed by the annually elected
representatives of the individual members. The classes of
membership are defined in the USFA Bylaws. The Internal
Revenue Service has recognized the Association as a tax
exempt organization, 501{c)(3), and all contributions qualify
as charitable deductions for the donor. Information about such
contributions may be obtained from the USFA National
Headquarters.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors, which is the final authority on all
fencing questions in the United States, consists of the national
officers, the chair of each division and section and a number
of "Additional Directors" from the divisions fixed each year
on the basis of the number of members in each division, and
the President of the United States Fencing Coaches
Association (USFCA).

All national officers are elected at the Annual Meeting of the
USFA held at the site of and during the National
Championship Tournament, in the last year of the Summer
Olympic Games quadrenniym,

COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD

In carrying out its functions, the Board of Directors relies

heavily upon the network of certain standing committees and

a few special committees. The committees are nominated by

the President and clected by the Board. Among the standing

committees are:

A. Executive Committee: consists of all elected National
Officers and no fewer than two other Directors; is
empowered to act for the Board of Directors in the
interval between meetings, when rapid action is required;
and reports to the Board at its next meeting.

B. Policy Board of American Fencing: consists of the Presi-
dent, Secretary, and Treasurer of the USFA, the Editor of
the magazine and the Editors Emeriti. All questions of
policy affecting the publication of American Fencing are
referred to this Policy Board.
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C. Junior Development Committee: under standards
developed by the Board of Directors, reviews requests
from divisions for funds and authorizes disbursements for
development activities. It also distributes information on
how to organize Junior Development Programs and
otherwise assist in the buildup throughout the country of
this most important USFA activity. [Note: the duties and
responsibilities of this committee are currently being
carried out by other committees appointed by the Board
of Directors.]

D. Legal Resource Group: under the supervision of the
Association Counsel who serves as its chair, handles all
legal matters affecting the Association. It also advises on
the interpretation of the Ehigibility Rules.

THE NATIONAL NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The National Nominating Committee is elected by the
membership at the Annual Meeting of the USFA held every
four years in the year preceding the Summer Olympic Games.
It must consist of voting members who come from at least
five different divisions. The recent practice has been to select
committee members representing several different sections.
The function of the committee is to select candidates for
national office and present a slate to the Secretary of the
USFA by December 15th. The committee is so composed that
it 1s expected the members will sound out sentiment in their
respective sections and submit names which meet with general
approval.

Every national officer is elected for a four year term and there
are no restrictions in the bylaws as to the number of terms an
officer can serve.

THE US FENCING OFFICIALS COMMISSION

The Commission is composed of sixteen {16) members, cach
of whom normally serves a term of four (4) years. The terms
of the entire Commission are staggered in four (4) groups,
cach identified by the final year of its term so that in each
year the terms of four (4) members expire. The President of
the USFA nominates four (4} members each year and submits
them for approval by the Board of Directors, whose approval
is required. If necessary, the President of the USFA will
nominate members to fill vacancies which occur due to a term
that is not completed. These nominations must also be
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approved by the Board of Directors. Any USFA member who

is also a member of the FIE Commission d'Arbitrage is

automatically a member of the Fencing Officials Commission

(FOC). A member of the USFA Technical Committee will be

appointed annually by the President of the USFA to serve ex

officio on the Commission so as to provide expert opinion on

technical matters. The FOC members will annually elect a

chair or co-chairs from among themselves. The Commaission

members, due to the nature of their duties, are expected to

hold a valid current FIE referce license or one of the highest

USFA domestic classifications.

The Commission has responsibility for:

— developing referees

—- assigning US referees to international teams and events

— submitting candidates to the FIE for examination or
removal as an international referce

— preparation of clinic formats

— examination development

— rules legislation and interpretation

— conducting hearings on matters referred by the USFA
Board of Directors

-— administration of referee examinations for Classes 1
through 3 ratings

— selecting and assigning of referees at the National
Championships and at all competitions in the United
States which are part of the qualifying procedure for
international teams

— liaison with schools and colleges on referees

Seven domestic classifications (1 through 7) and the

international (FIE) classifications are recognized by the

USFA. Classes 7 and 6 are awarded at the divisional level.

Class 5 is awarded by a Commissien-approved Examiner after

the candidate's passing, first, a written and then a practical

examination. Classes 4, 3, 2, and 1 are awarded by a vote of

the Commission (Class 4 may also be awarded by the FOC

Ratings Committee in the interim between full Commission

meetings). Discussions and votes on upgrades are held during

a closed session of the Commission. During the discussion

and vote regarding the upgrade to 4, 3, 2, or 1, neither the

individual being discussed nor any relative of the individual

may be present. Divisions are encouraged to utilize similar

crteria for awarding Classes 7 and 6, but should require at
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least one full season of successful officiating activity prior to
receiving a 6 designation. The level of qualification is
indicated as follows:
DIVISIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS:

7  Divisional Referee

6  Advanced Divisional Referce

NATIONAL CLASSIFICATIONS (Based on Division I

National Championships):

5  Entry level National Referee

4 Qualified to referee in the round of pools

3 Qualified to referee through the table of 32 (to
determine places 17 and lower)

2 Qualified to referee in bouts to determine places 9-
16

1  Capable of refereeing any bout in the finals

The Commission publishes periodically (at least annually) a
list of nationally and internationally rated referees and is
responsible for maintaining the quality of this list. Referees’
classifications may be changed by the Commission.
Classifications of non-active referees will be lowered
automatically one level if the referees do not officiate at their
rated level for a period of two years. After two more years of
inactivity following such a decrease in classification, the
classification will be lowered automatically to Class 5, and
after one additional year of inactivity (a total of five
successive years) the national classification will be withdrawn.
All lists of nationally rated referees published by the
Commission will indicate the most recent year of activity. A
referee may maintain a classification by reporting to the
Commission representative prior to the start of a competition
for assignment at the rated level.

The classification of a referee who duly reports for
assignment and is not assigned at the rated level will not be
reduced until given a reasonable opportunity for a practical
examination at the rated level before a panel of no less than
two referees selected by the Commission. These latter referees
will present a written recommendation to the Commission.
One must be a current member of the USFA to be retained on
the national referees list.

In order to assist a candidate in obtaining a national classifica-
tion, the Commission has established the following policy
regarding examinations at national events. One must
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understand that the examination of referees may not be
considered as the primary function of a national event. Every
effort will be made to allow for examinations at these events
as long as they do not interfere with the proper conduct of the
competition.

Only those candidates who have passed their Class 5 written
examination may be considered to take the practical examina-
tion.

Only those Class 5 candidates who have submitted a request
in writing to the Commission which has been endorsed (in
writing) by the candidate's division chair or by a Commission-
approved Class 5 Examiner in that weapon may be considered
to take the practical examination. Such written notification
must be received at lcast three weeks prior to the event.

Only those recommended Class 5 candidates who present
themselves to the Commission representative thirty minutes
prior to the start of the competition may be considered to take
the practical examination. .

Written examinations for Class 5 may be administered if
requested in writing to the Commission. Such written notifica-
tion must be received at least three weeks prior to the event.
Nationally rated referees who wish to be observed for a
possible increase in classification must send their request in
writing to the Commission. Such written notification must be
received at least three weeks prior to the event. The referees
must then present themselves to the Commission
representative thirty minutes prior to the start of the
competition, and they must be available to preside at least two
levels below their classification {i.e., a referee with a §, 4, or
3 classification must be present at the start of the competition;
a referce with a 2 classification must be present at the 4 level
of a competition — the point in the competition that is a 4
level will be determined by the Commission representative).
The Commission representative may have to deny a properly
presented request for an examination if, at the discretion of
the Commission representative, it would not be in the best
interest of the competition (i.e., those who could act as
examiners must be utilized as referees). Examinations, written
or practical, may not in any way disrupt the competition.

The Commission is the sole authority for the submission of
candidates to the FIE for examination or removal as an
international referee. A nationally rated referee who would
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like to be rated by the FIE should send the request, in writing,
to the Commission. The Commission will notify the candidate
if the request is approved and, if it is, when and where the
candidate may take the examination. If the Commission is
considering removal of a US referee on the FIE list due to
mactivity, etc., the Commission will notify that referee, in
writing, that removal is being contemplated prior to any
action being taken.

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

In order to promote better communication among fencers
throughout the United States, the USFA in 1949 designated
the magazine American Fencing as the official publication of
the USFA. American Fencing was founded by Jose de
Capriles and William L. Osborn, who served as Editor and
Publisher respectively and without remuneration. The
magazine is distributed to all members of the USFA four
times a year as part of their membership, and is often used to
make official announcements to the Association members.
Subscriptions also circulate through out the fencing world.
Persons having articles they wish printed in the magazine
should send them to the Editor as listed in American Fencing.
American Fencing is required to print official communications
submitted to the Editor by officers of the Association and by
the chairpersons of any commitiee or commission duly
established by the Association. To guarantee publication, they
must identify the submission as an official communication so
that it is not mistaken for a regular article or letter being
submitted for publication at the discretion of the Editor.

DEVELOPMENT FUNDS

The long term development of fencing in the United States
requires the long term commitment of funds. At first two
investment accounts looking toward the long term
development of USFA activities were established. One fund
was carmarked for domestic development programs and the
other was dedicated to improving our international efforts.
The investment income of each account was available for
current activities while the principle and additions thereto
could not be expended until the account reached $100,000 or
had been in existence for at least fifteen years.

When the USFA received its share of the profits from the
1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, the Board of Directors
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voted to combine these two funds with the proceeds from
those Olympics and establish one trust fund to support ali
development activities. In a similar manner to the funds that
preceded it, only the investment income of this fund is
available for current activities. The principle and any
additions made to it can not be expended without the approval
of the Board of Directors.

GEOGRAPHICAL ORGANIZATION

At first, membership in the USFA was heavily concentrated in
Metropolitan New York, although divisions were created to
administer the local affairs of fencing groups in other parts of
the country. The first divisions were established on March 20,
1892, in Nebraska and New England. There are over sixty
active divisions as well as a national group composed of
members who do not belong to an active division.
Non-administrative regional units, catled sections, were
created for the purpose of conducting annual regional
championships among divisions within a section, The first
Sectional Championship was organized on the Pacific Coast in
1925, and has been held annually ever since.

The boundaries of a division must follow either established
political or postal boundaries even though that division may
be made up of several unrelated political or postal entities.
For example, a division could be defined as being comprised
of several states, one state, or a list of contiguous counties
within one or more states.

Petitions for the establishment of a new division and for the
partition of an existing division must include an acceptable
description of the boundaries of the new divisions,

The boundaries of a section are defined as being the
boundaries of the divisions which comprise that section.
Section names should be selected to indicate the general
region of the United States in which they reside.

For further information regarding the boundaries of divisions
and sections, please contact the USFA National Headquarters
or the chair of the division or section concerned.

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATE OF MERIT

The Professional Certificate of Merit 1s an honorary award
voted by the Board of Directors to professional teachers of
fencing who have rendered distinguished service to the USFA
by developing among their students the qualities of technical
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skill and love of fencing, as well as the spirit of
sportsmanship. This award does not purport to certify the
professional competence of fencing instructors, but the USFA
believes that outstanding instructors are deserving of
recognition by the national governing body for fencing in the
United States.

The Professional Certificate of Merit is never voluntarily
offered by the Board of Directors and it cannot be solicited by
a teacher of fencing. A proposal for the award must be made
by two or more members of the Board, or by the executive
committee of a division, in the form of a letter to the Board
accompanied by the fencing history of the professional to be
honored and the names and achievements in USFA
competition of at least two of his recognized pupils.
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CHAPTER VIII. ELIGIBILITY RULES

CONSTITUTIONAL DEFINITION

The USFA Bylaws (see Article VII, Section 11) contain the
following definition:

Any fencer is an amateur who does not practice

fencing except for his own pleasure, for relax-

ation or for his health and without ever gaining

any profit from it.
The bylaws also give the Board of Directors the exclusive
power to enact, interpret, and apply the rules on amateurism,
The Board is guided in its interpretations and decisions by its
own precedents and those of the FIE, including the FIE
statutes on "amateurism” set forth in Appendix C, as the same
may be modified from time to time by the FIE.

PRECEDENTS IN THE UNITED STATES

Under the precedents of the USFA there is no objection to the
receipt of compensation by an amateur fencer for writing,
editing, or publishing news reports, articles, magazines, or
books on fencing; or for weapon or equipment repair, or
manufacture; the guiding principle in these cases being that
the fencer is capitalizing upon his skill as an author, designer,
speaker, or electrical technician, rather than upon his skill or
reputation as a fencer. Compensation received as an official at
collegiate fencing meets must not substantially exceed actual
out-of-pocket expenses incurred in connection therewith and
maust conform to a basic plan of general application that has
been approved by the Board of Directors. The policies of the
USFA with respect to fencing exhibitions are stated in a
separate portion of this chapter.

INTERNATIONAL PRECEDENTS

It is the policy of the USFA to be as liberal as possible within
the limitations of the FIE Statutes.

STATUS OF PROFESSIONALS IN OTHER SPORTS

The USFA Bylaws no longer require that all persons who are
professionals in other sports be automatically denied amateur
status in fencing. A distinction is made between professional
competitors and trainers in any sport, who are denied amateur
status in fencing; and professional teachers of other sports,
who are eligible for amateur status in fencing as long as they
are not professional teachers of fencing. However, such

Opcrations Manual Page 53 February 1994




persons are not eligible to compete in competitions held under
the auspices of the FIE or The Olympic or Pan-American
games.

5. ADMINISTRATION OF THE ELIGIBILITY RULES

Each case in which there has been an alleged violation of the
letter or spirit of the Eligibility Rules will be reviewed on its
merits by the Board of Directors. When a violation is found to
exist, the Board may terminate or suspend the amateur status
of the violator, depending on the seriousness of the offense.
Insofar as the action of the Board is disciplinary in character,
it must be preceded by notice to the alleged violator and a
hearing on the issue, if requested by the alleged violator.

6. RULES GOVERNING EXHIBITIONS
A. REQUIREMENT OF OFFICIAL PERMISSION

No amateur member of the USFA may participate in an
exhibition without permission from the Board of
Directors or the divisional executive committee, or an
authorized representative of these governing bodies,
Violation of this rule may result in severe disciplinary
penalties.

B. NATURE OF THE EXHIBITION
It is the policy of the USFA that any fencing exhibition
must be conducted in a manner which will properly
publicize the sport. No exhibition shall be authorized
under conditions that place fencing in an unfavorable
light.
Exhibitions of modern fencing shall conform to the rules
of the USFA. The wearing of masks is required.
Exhibitions of historical swordplay in period costume are
encouraged and participation in special comedy bouts
within the limits of good taste is permitted.

C. TELEVISION PROGRAMS
Participation of an amateur fencer in television programs
is strictly limited to that portion of the telecast devoted to
entertainment. Appearance in any portion devoted to an
advertising message is prohibited. If identified as a fencer
on the program, he or she may donate the fees (if any)
involved in the appearance to the USFA or the USOC to
preserve amateur status.
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D. FINANCIAL LIMITATIONS
An amateur may receive reimbursement of his actual
out-of-pocket expenses for travel and subsistence, and
may accept a medal or prize of nominal value, in
connection with an occasional fencing exhibition. He
may not receive any other remuneration, and he may not
devote any substantial and regular portion of his time to
giving exhibitions for which he receives reimbursement
of expenses and prizes,
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APPENDIX A
EXTRACT FROM THE RULES OF THE IOC

(International Olympic Committee)
IV. THE OLYMPIC GAMES
. ‘ 1. Participation in the Olympic Games
26. ELIGIBILITY CODE
To be eligible for participation in the Olympic Games, a
competitor must:
observe and abide by the Rules of the IOC and
in addition the rules of his or her IF, as
approved by the 10C, even if the federation's
rules are more strict than those of the 10C;
. not have received any financial rewards or
material benefit in connection with his or her
sports participation, except as permitted in the
bylaws to this rule.

APPENDIX B
EXTRACT FROM THE BYLAWS OF THE IOC

. TO RULE 26
A. Each IF is responsible for the wording of the eligibility

code relating to its sport, which must be approved by the
Executive Board in the name of the IOC.

B. The observation of Rule 26 and of the eligibility codes of
IFs and NOCs involved. The Eligibility Commission of
the IOC will ensure the application of these provisions.

C. All cases of infringement of Rule 26 of the IOC and of

. the eligibility codes of IFs shall be communicated by the
respective IF or NOC to the IOC to be taken in consider-
ation by its eligibility commission. In accordance with
Rule 23 and its bylaw, the accused competitor may
request to be heard by the Executive Board whose
decision will be final.

GUIDELINES TO ELIGIBILITY CODE FOR THE IFs
. A. The following regulations are based on the principle that
an athlete’s health must not suffer nor must he or she be
placed at a social or material disadvantage as a result of
his or her preparation for and participation in the
Olympic Games and international sports competitions. In
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accordance with Rule 26, the IQC, the [Fs, the NOCs,

and the national federations will assume responsibitity for

the protection and support of athletes;

B. All competitors, men or women, who conform to the
criteria set out in Rule 26, may participate in the
Olympic Games, except those who have:

1. been registered as professional athletes or
professional coaches in any sport;

2. signed a contract as a professional athlete or profes-
sional coach in any sport before the official closing
of the Olympic Games;

3. accepted without the knowledge of their IF, National
Federation or NOC, material advantages for their
preparation or participation in sports competition.

4. allowed their person, name, picture, or sports perfor-
mances to be used for advertising, except when their
IF, NOC, or National Federation has entered into a
contract for sponsorship or equipment. All payment
must be made to the IF, NOC, or National
Federation concerned, and not to the athlete;

5. carried advertising material on their person or
¢lothing in the Olympic Games and Games under
the patronage of the IQC, other than trademarks on
technical equipment or clothing as agreed by the
IOC with the IFs;

6. in the practice of sport and in the opinion of the
IOC, manifestly contravened the spirit of fair play in
the exercise of sport, particularly by the use of
doping or viclence.
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APPENDIX C

FIE STATUTES ON "AMATEURISM"
(1990 Edition)

AMATEURISM
. §1. General Rules

92 Any fencer is an amateur who does not practice fencing
except for his own pleasure, for relaxation or for his health
and without ever gaining any profit from it.

§2. Applications
93 Rules passed by the International Olympic Committee for the
administration of the Olympic Games, FIE competitions and

. international or national competitions,

1) In order to be admitted to participate in all of the
above competitions a fencer must:

a) observe and respect the rules of the IQC as well as
the FIE Statutes and Rules as approved by the 10C
even if the rules of the FIE are more stringent than
those of the IOC. (These are enumerated below in
3.

. b) not have received any financial advantage nor
obtained any material advantage for the practice of
the sport except what is anthorized in paragraphs 2b,
c and d below, which provide that a fencer must not
put his health in danger, nor suffer any material
social disadvantage by his preparation or
participation in national, international or Qlympic
competition, and that the FIE must protect and help

. the fencers.

2) In consequence, a fencer may:

a) be a physical education teacher at a basic level;

b) accept, during periods of preparation and during
competitions themselves, aid through an
imtermediary or under the control of his national
Olympic Committee or federation for the costs of
food and lodging; transportation costs; pocket money

. covering incidental costs, the costs of insurance
covering accidents, illnesses, infirmity and personal
assets; the purchase of sports clothes and personal
equipment; the costs of medical care and
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c)
d)

physiotherapy; and the payment of authorized
coaches.

In case of need, compensation may be authorized by
his national Olympic Committee or federation to
cover the lack of eamings resulting from his
absences from work or the impossibility of
exercising his profession, because of his preparation
or participation in the Olympic Games or in
international athletic competition, In no case shall
the sums paid under these conditions exceed the
amount he would have eamned at his work during the
same period. The sum representing this
compensation will be paid with the agreement of the
national federations or the national Olympic
Committees and as they intend.

accept prizes in kind won from competitions within
the limits of the rules fixed by the FIE (see 3 "m");
accept money for academic or technical teaching.

A fencer must not:

a)

b)

c)

be or have been a professional athlete or
professional coach in any sport whatsoever;

have signed any contract as a professional athlete or
coach before the official closing of the Olympic
Games or an official competition of the FIE;

have permitted that his person, his name, his
likeness or his athletic performances be exploited as
a means of publicity except if the FIE, his national
Olympic Committee, his national federation, or his
club with the approval of his national federation has
signed a sponsorship or equipment contract.

In this last case, all payments must be made to the
FIE, the national Olympic Committee, the national
federation or the interested club, and not to the
fencer.

wear on his clothes or on himself any advertising logo
other than manufacturer's marks on equipment as
authorized by the IQC or the FIE;

accept without the knowledge of his national federation
or Olympic Committee, material or financial advantage
for his preparation or participation in an athletic
competition;
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D

have manifestly acted against the decisions of the I0C or
the FIE as regards Fair Play in the practice of the sport
(notably by doping, violence, or incorrect attitudes
towards opponents or officials);

act against medical rules dealt with in paragraph 4 below;
make bets on official competitions in which he
participates;

participate in a competition under an assumed name
without the authorization of his own national federation;
accept remuneration in exchange for his affiliation with a
club or a salle d'armes or for remaining a member
thereof;

accept remuneration for using articles provided by a
spectalized manufacturer;

a fencer may participate in mixed competitions (with or
against professionals) such as are authorized by his
national classification; he may not participate in any
competitions exclusively for professionals;

accept from competitions cash prizes. Any cash prizes
realized in such a competition will be given to the
national federation by the organizing committee under
penalty of the disqualification of a fencer who accepts his
prize directly (Cf. Article 85). The national federation
concerned is obligated to see to it that prizes of art
objects or practical items of equal value to the total
amount of the prize are in fact delivered to the fencer.
sell or pawn prizes in kind won in competitions.
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APPENDIX D
SECTIONS AND DIVISIONS OF THE USFA

The Sections of the USFA and their comprising Divisions are:
Great Lakes Section
Columbus [OH], Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Northern Ohio,
Southern Indiana, Southwest Ohio.
Metropolitan Section
Metropolitan [NYC].
MidAtlantic Section
Capitol [DC], Central Pennsylvania, Harrisburg [PA},
Maryland, New Jersey, Philadelphia [PA], South Jersey,
Western Pennsylvania.
Midwest Section
IHinois, Iowa, Minnesota, 5t. Louis [MO], Wisconsin.
North Atlantic Section
Connecticut, Hudson [NY]-Berkshire [MA], Long Island
[NY], New England [Eastern MA, NH, VT & ME],
Westchester [NY], West Point [NY], Western New York.
Pacific Coast Section
Central California, Hawaii, Mountain-Valley [CA], Nevada,
Northern California, Orange Coast [CA], San Bernardino
[CA], San Diego [CA), Southern California.
Pacific Northwest Section
Alaska, Inland Empire [Eastern WA, Northern ID & MT],
Oregon, Utah-Southern Idaho, Western Washington.
Rocky Mountain Section
Arizona, Border Texas, Colorade, Kansas, Plains Texas,
Nebraska, New Mexico, Wyoming.
Southeast Section
Alabama, Central Florida, Georgia, Gateway Florida, Gold
Coast Florida, North Carolina, Piedmont [SC], Tennessee,
Virginia.
Southwest Section
Ark-La-Miss [AR, LA, & MS], Gulf Coast Texas, Louisiana,
North Texas, Oklahoma, South Texas.
National Division
Those residing in a non-designated geographical area,
especially outside the United States.
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APPENDIX E
KEY DATES FOR CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS

EVENT DEADLINE

D1v151onal
gualifying forms due at
National Headquarters

Four weeks before
first day of Championships

Entry forms due at Three weeks before
National Headquarters first day of Championships
. Three business days after the event

Appeal forms due at

National Headguarters from which the fencer

could have qualified

Withdrawal for Ten days before
refund of entry fees first day of Champlonshlps

o NATIQNAL CHAMPIONSB!P_

() EVENT DEADLINE
Divisional Three weeks before
qualifying events Sectional Championships
Sectional Three weeks before
Championships first day of Nationals
o ualifyi?lec;'l;)rl::l due at Three business days
q g after Sectional Championships

National Headquarters

JUNIOR OLYMPIC CHAMPION D!

EVENT DEADLINE

Divisional Five weeks before
. quahfying events first day of Junior Olympics
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APPENDIX F
QUALIFICATION PATHS
TO THE JUNIOR OLYMPICS

TOP 24 TOP 24 TOP 24
TOP 8 TOP 16 TOP 24
TOP 1 TOP 8 TOP 16
TOP 8
TOP 8 TOP 16 TOP 24
TOP 4 TOP 8 TOP 16
TOP 4 TOP 8
ONE 32nd ONE 32nd
PLACE PLACE
TOP 6
TOP 3+ TOP 3+ TOP 3+
|x2 for Host Div.)|(x2 for Host Div.) |(x2 for Host Div.)

and classification restrictions for those Championships.

only if there is no Division I event in that weapon.
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Qualifiers to Age Group and Division II Championships must also meet the age
Top 8 from previous Division II Championship qualify to current Division II's

Designated collegiate competitions include the NCAA Championships.
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QUALIFICATION PATHS TO THE NATIONALS

TOP 24 &
former champions
TOP 8 (TOP 8)®
Qualifiers to
TOPT 1719 Nationals | TOF 3*
TOP 8 TOP 16 TOP 16
TOP 8
TOP 8 TOP 8
Jx TOP 24 or
Ix TOP 12
at NAC O pen
TOP 8 TOP 8 TOP 8
after JO's after JO's after JO's
TOP 1 TOP 4 TOP 4
after JO's after JO's after JO's
TOP 2
after JO's
ONE 32nd
PLACE
TOP 1 ‘TOP 3 TOP 6
TOP 3+ 6 for
(x2 for Host Div.)| Host Div. only
TOP 6 not TOP 4 not
otherwis qualified | otherwis qualified

Qualifiers to Age Group and Division II Championships must also meet the age
and classification restrictions for those Championships.

Top 8 from previous Divisien 11 Championship qualify to current Division II's
only if there is no Division I event in that weapon.

Designated collegiate competitions include the NCAA Championships.
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APPENDIX G
USFA CLASSIFICATION REFERENCE CHART

6 NONE N/A 15E
1—-D
15 NONE N/A 23 E
2Cs & 2Cs &

2D's & 2D's 2.; ¢ g
2E's {or higher) 4-6 E

15 (or higher) | intop 8 =
4D's & 4 D's 1-5C
4FE's {or higher) 2-3 5D
{or higher) intop 8 4.6 - E
2B's & 2Bs & 1->8B
15 2Cs & 2C's 2-3->C
2D's {or higher) 4-6 - D
{or higher) intop 8 7-9 5 E
2A's & 2A's & 1-5>A
15 2B's & 2P's 2-3>B
2C's {or higher) 4-6 > C
{or higher) intop 8 79 > D
, 4A's 1-8 > A
::: S,S& intop8 & 8-16 - B

s & .

64 o 4B's 1724 > C
{or higher) !°’ higher) | 25-36 - D
in top 12 3752 5 E

Division II National Championships are always Group I events.
Division I National Championships are always Group I-A events.
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