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The Inside Cut

Profile: Eva Daws

by LUNDA VAN CLEVE =~
Cantritibing Writer

magme yoursell as a 12 year

old girl rummaging through an

atic and finding a foul, sabre
and mask, You ftake lessons,
become the Cerman Youth
Champion and have the newspapers
dub vou “the little redheaded atom
bomb,” Then you help your fencing
master (who helped you become
thal champi-
on) leam Lo
fence again
because  he
has lost an
eyt and pun
of his heéar
mg due to o
war anjury
Aller & yeuar

\‘uf working
— hard  with
g = you, he beals
you in a bout for the first time since
his injuries. Only days later you
lose him i an air raid, and soon, all
your family's possessions and your
very freedom to the Invasion of
Communism. The gir]l you have
just imagined yourself as is Eva M
Bialla-Davis.

Eva was born and grew up an
Dresden, Germany. 1t was her ’
father’s fencing equipment thai she
discovered in the family attic and
Fencing Master Hans Thueringer
who cosched bher {0 the
Championship. When the Russians
took over her homeland and free-
doms (such as not being able to
fence), she decided 7t was nime o

Eva Davis

Sew Inside Cut, page 8

U.S. Veterans squad now
heading for German clash

by BRUCE DARLING
Editor in Chief

fter the Cincinnati Nationals,
A 27 top qualifying vets plan the
trek to Kassel, Germany, for the
October 4th clash. Unlike previous
years in Florida and England, this

year’s German hosts

second, only two points behind
Deutchland’s best.

This year’s team event may allow
better concentratipn on the Americans’
part since a multi-country strategy won’t
be needed. Of course, the caliber of the
current German veteran team is
unknown, although many of its previous
members should be

allowed an event
with  only  the
American team.

Last year’s Ger-
man team proved to
be a formidable
opponent for the U.S.

The 1995 first and
second finishers go
at it again in 1996.

back.

Next year, with the
fourth annual Inter-
national Veterans
Team Fencing Champ-
ionships being held

squad. Although

winning the overall award for team
wins, the Germans were trounced in
Men’s Foil by the skilled Americans.
Overall, the U.S. team finished a strong

back on the North
American continent,
the event again will extend invitations to
any and all countries wishing to field a
competitive team or teams.

See Germany, page 3

USFA divides up Nat’ls

by BRUCE DARLING
Editor in Chief

n a decision made by the USFA
IBoard of Directors, the long-estab-

lished U.S. Nationals and Convention
will now be restructured in an effort to
simplify and provide convenience for
competitors and officers.

Starting next year (1997), April will
be the month for the Division I and Open
Team National Championships. Events
held are to be split between two week-
ends of competition. Moving the event

from June to April will free up many
competitors”  scheduling conflicts
between the competition and their
school’s final exams. Also, by moving
the event from week-long to over two
weekends avoids the Monday-through-
Friday schedule conflict for officials,
fencers and their support groups. Another
benefit is that the National Team will be
established much earlier, providing more
time for World Championship training.
In July, the USFA National

See Split, page 19

IN THIS ISSUE:
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Veterans chair message |

by MAC GARRET

he 1996 Veterans National

I Tournament held in Cincinnati,

Ohio, has come to a close with 124

participants, some of whom doubled or

tripled in the six events — thus totaling
189 entries.

For the most part, the contestants were
pleased with the scheduling of the events,
with the officiating, and with the organiza-
tion of the pools for the first round and the
direct elimination arrangement.

However, there were several who were
dismayed that the pools were not in accor-
dance with the ten-year blocks (40-49, 50-
59, 60-69, and 70+) as in previous Veteran
programs. To respond to this criticism, all
Veterans must recognize the following:

* To have the Nationals termed a
“Championship” instead of a “Demon-
stration” event for the Veterans, the tour-
nament must conform to all other USFA
Championship programs.

* To provide for Veterans to improve
their rating/classification, this Champion-

A tradition of excellence.

Vi
; %

ship must conform to USFA regulations.

* To select a USFA Veterans Team for
International Championship events, the
format used in the 1996 Nationals is the
only fair process by which to do so.

In discussing with Mark Stasinos, USFA
tournament chair, the complaints registered
above by several Veterans, Stasinos indi-
cated that with the approval of the
Tournament Committee, there may be a
possibility of hosting age group competi-
tions as well as the Veteran Opens at the
Nationals.

We hope that all who enter the
Veterans National Tournament in the
future will enjoy the opportunity for
reunions with former colleagues as well
as developing new friendships. M

JUST IN — Ten-year age
bracketing returns in 1997 for
veteran fencers, according
to Mark Stasinos, USFA
Tournament Chairman.

Free issue

Because of the importance of this
issue (Nationals, Executive Board
rulings, and upcoming events), we
ecided that as many veterans as pos-
sible should be informed. You’'ll
notice more pages and much more
content in this second free issue.

Now we don’t want to spoil those
of you who have yet to sign up. But
this gives you one more chance to
subscribe to the Veteran Fencers
Quarterly for the bargain price of
$8.00. A paltry sum, but it really
helps to cover printing and mailing
costs, and it helps to promote what
we are all here for — veteran fenc-
ing and affairs.

Meanwhile, our heartfelt thanks
to all of you who have already sub-
scribed. Please pass around your
copy to other non-vets and non-
USFA recreational fencers, and get
them to subscribe as well.

This is your magazine. Help us
make it the best we can. Wl

Veteran Fencers

QUARTERLY

EniToR IN CHIEF
BrucE DARLING

ManAGING EDITOR
Eowin B. BAILEY

ProoucTion DIRECTOR
THERESA DAVENPORT

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
DR. STEPHEN BEKE, JA.

Our purpose is to keep the
veleran age fencer up fo daté’:
on the issues that affect you.

Feel free to send us any
artieles of interest to veteran |
fencers, including local news-
paper clippings, photos or even
vour own stories and com-
ments, We reserve the right t
edit for length and clarity

Also, we would like to hava
a representative from each
section act a8 a contacl fa |

W
Visa & Mastercard accepted. #Send for catatog.

(7 il

Arming the novice & olympiad fencer

since 1965.

MAmesicon

1180 FOLSOM STREET, BAN FRANCISCO, CA, 4103

415-863-7911 FAX:415-431-4931

KEITH BIGGS
LinDa VAN CLeEVE

keep us informed of what is
happening in your area.

Veteran Fencers Quarterly
3075 Overlook Place
Clearwater, FL 34620
813-535-3404 (Voice)
813-531-5766 (Fax)

zippydav@aol.com (E-mail)
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armany T

antinued from page 1

Cuerently, this is the makeup of the 1996 U5, Vets team.

penings are still available as of this writing,

6 1.5, Int'l Veterans Team Members

Germany event open to USFA individuals

Two tournaments in Germany are declared open to National
Veterans for individual competition. In spite of the German orga-
nizer's insistence on only a U3 -Germany team event on October
4, an international open event the following two days in Kasse|
2ives 1.5, fencers an oppertunity for competition with multple
European couniry involvement, The following weekend (Oct 12
& 13) hosts an additonal competition in Ludwigsburg, Both are

Ruth Anderson Diane Kallus multinational, individual, all-weapon veterans events. Any USEA
Bonald Benge Hlewrnitd §abow veteran who competed at the 1996 Nationals is automatically
Phillippe Bennett Kﬂrtn_MuGreg_m‘ qualified and invited to the German events.
Gladys Berardi Veronica Mormison Special travel packages have been set up for veterans
Dr. Robert Block Wes Morrow through Travel Network (see ad below). There is a deadline for
Ear;{a;i;;e“ %ﬂé';?l 90 %uEH"NB:I;’Eu Teserving seat space, so if you're thinking of going, call
i gt : H Gail G T 1 N k ASAP. H
Kazimicras Campe John 1. Norton VRS RTINSO A S SO ORE
Dr. Cynthia Carter David E. Pit
Louisa Felty Cindy Runyon :
Howard Goodman Dr. Ray Sexton Late Breaking News ...
Dean Halstead Gregory Spahr i
Karen Johnson Dr. Herk Spector
Fada Whistant Kassel, Germany mhne age brackets
: The ing Indivi Ve
At ing Support Staft upcoming Individual Veteran

Tournament in Kassel is to be formatted in ten-
year age bracketing. This tournament is open to
any Veteran who attended this year's Cincinnati
Nationals, W

Maxwell Garret - Chef de Mission
Diana R. Garret - Manager
l Robert Seranton - Volunteer Coach

-

TRAVEL
NETWORK

THE PLACE TO GO...BEFORE YOU GO ANYPLACE
133 SO. LIVINGSTON AVE. « LIVINGSTON, NJ 07039-3007
(201) 533-0300 = FAX (201) 533-1456

Travel Arrangements For Germany
international Veterans Tournament

We have arranged for an Air and Land package, providing group transportation and accommodations for
ers, their families and friends who will be going to Germarny. The package includes round trip airfare from
ark to Frankfurt, 5 nights in a first class hotel in Kassel, including a continental breakfast daily, as well as
sfers to and from the hotel via motor coach. The group departs October 1st and returns October 7th. The
- Cost of the package is $1,165 per person based upon double cccupancy.

In addition to the flight between New Yark and Frankfurt, Travel Network can make your flight arrangements
your home town to Newark and retum. We will provide a 5% discount on all air transportation booked
ugh our agency.

Ifenough fencers indicate that they want to extend their trip to fence in the foil or epee event the following week
gsburq, we will be able to provide group rates for this Rtinerary as well. If a group rate can not be
tained, we will be able ta book your travel individually at & 5% discount off the lowest available fare.

10 make your reservations or answer your questions, call (201) 533-0300 or (B00} 639-4988 toll free from
e of New Jersey.
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LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Dear VF( -

Along with my subscription fee, 1
wanl to say that I enjoyed vour first
issue. Herc are a few things about the
Nationals I want to bring up:

Mo pooling by age; it's upsetiing
quite a few older fencers.

Where's the Gatorade from previous
years?

The senior fencers paid between
36,000 and 39,000 in total entry fees.
They deserve more than being an after-
thought.

Eeep in mind we seniors are interest-
ed in more than old fart matters. Most of
us active fencers are concerned with
USEA’s political positioning and manipu-
lation of the governing rules in their
favor. Good luck. Keep the rascals on
their toes.

Ed Eggleston

Dear Ed,

Looks like you don't need an answer
Rere. If vou want to hear similar senti-
ments, turnt to Lance Dangerpoint’s col-
wmir. You'll love it,

Drear VF( -

In the last issue, 1 didn't see any
mention of the next international 1nvita-
tional. Any news on that? Should the
Quarterly run a lisl of Veteran competi-
tions in other countries?

Cynthia Carter

Dear Cynthia,

The last issue did note the interna-
tional Vets event in the listing of the ‘96
fencing schedule (p.14). We do take
blame for the lack of clarity, in which an
arficle about the event could have
helped, Please note this issue’s article
o the event.

To VEQ -

Thanks for the {ree issue. Enclosed
are 2 subscniptions plus extra [$25] for
help in establishing the Quarterly. Each
of us has cver half a century of fencing
— never compete now (no electrical
equipment or politically correct cos-
tumes). Our tiny gEroup atiracts cnly old
gaffers. No Olympic-statured fencers
are welcome. Good luck.

Alden Presler & Bill Clarke

Dear Alden & Bill,

It's guys like you who make us work
harder. Thanks so much for the sub-
seriptions and the donation. Regardless

of any arganfzarion s rules or political
pressure, it's good to know that there
are peaple like yourselves who will
always have fencing in your hearts, and
whose hearts will always be in fencing,
Good luck to you!

Dear VEQ) -

Good for you and your publication.
You address a shortcoming in the cur-
rent USFA scheme of things.

On my 3xh birthday {in *@13, T
wanted a new challenge. I wanted
something in which [ could grow for
many years. Thus I began to learn to
fence. It has been, and is, what T hoped
it would be.

Allen Langston

Dear Alien,

We're proud of you, sir, for taking
on, as a vei, that whole new challenge.
And as we suspect vou already krow,
the USFA (s proud of you too — for
sending in that annual membership fee.

Dear V() -

With reference to the anticle on Panl
van Camp, you mention that once a
week he “works out with a specialized
weight-training program geared toward
fencing.” 1would be interssted in learn-
ing whal he considers 1o be an appropti-
ate weight-iraining program for us old
timers. (Somehow “Veleran" doesn’l
seem quite appropriale either, as il pro-
duces visions in my head of oldsters
marching in parades with uniforms that
no longer fit around the middle.)

Michael H. Klapper

Dear Michael,

Good visual, but the biggest problem
with a namie iz this damn English lan-
greage and it muliiple definitions.

After all, tell o dozen people {non-
stabbers) that you've got a fencer com-
ing aver ta your house, and half of them
will be waiting for a truck to pull up
loaded with boards, posts and shovels,

As for Paul van Camp's weight-train-
ing program, we contacted him, and he
sugpested high-aerabic repetitions with
low weight, such as ankle or wrist
weights. Don't everexeit vourself io the
point where too much rest fs needed
berween reps. Endurance is the key.

Deear VF() -
I loved the Quarterly; here is my
subscription — please keep it up!!

Mac Garret was the coach of my
coach, former NCAA National
Champion Craig Bell, at the Univerd
of Illinois doring the 1960's, Coacl
Bell went on to have a major itpafis
fencing, the college; and my lifs al
Brooklyn College in New York Citg

Please send Maesiro Garret my
warmest regards; I've never forgottzia
TNlinois Invitational our team attended &
winter of “68-"'6% in Champaign-Urbs
and T am looking forward to sesing s
to-be-Director Garret at a Veteran's evd
Of course he has my votel! [

Martin Yl

Dear Martin,

That s what it 5 all abaut — makis
lifetime friends. We were happy lo pig
along vour letter to Mac. |

Dear VF() - :
I found the current issue to be inte8
esting and informative. Future artich
by Dt Beke should prove helpful.
Some comments on a couple of itemn
First, on the maiter of the name
change (p.12). [ agree thatl “velgran
sounds better than “senior age,” espel
Ty with respect to the 40-50 year olds
of whom should still be able to qualif§
for Division I (or IT) cvents, but it may
be inappropriate in that it conflicts il
the definition of veteran as given in g
USFA Dpcramms Manual. Moreove
any persen just recently introduced to
the sport and having litfle. experience
although over 40, could hardly be calld
a veteran. On the other hand, the lem
“welerans lournament,” while not caag
proper, is infinitely betler than that pT
tentous designation “Senior Olympid
of past years. Incidentally, the class
tion “Senior” was not always so looks
down upon. Until about the mid- 1950
il was the highest category designatds
the AFLA (forerunner of USEA) in cla
sifying fencers according to compet
experience and achievement.
Second, regarding recruitment {p. 3)
into the 40-plus ranks, 1 would jost i
add that we should also ry to encouey
ALL the Division I competitors whi &
40 and over to participate in the veter]
{(40-plus} tournaments, so that the toan
representing the U1.5. in international
meets will then be the sirongest possif
Alexander D. Rif

Dear Alexander,
Great thoughts. Thanks. l
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leng. Oh, yeah, they're annoying
al first, but the thought of the

- Iconvenicnce or embarrassment or dis-
- reapect of that moment soon fades

A

I itle things don’t bother me for
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ViewPoint

never-to-be-forgotten words "Tt's nice
to know we now have the *'(MNational)
Enquirer’ of the fencing world!"
I checked for wounds as his hard-
soled Italians clicked off into the dis-
tance. Discovering that

S-n when I finally got
it meet Executive
Decior Michas] Massik

fage o (acé after talking

with him a number of

‘fimes on the phone, 1 expected a smile

¢h T got) and some conversation

th1 got very liitle of). What came

surprise 0 me after I started off

@ handshake and the oh-so-contro-

ol line, “Hi, I'm Bruce Darling,”

bearing his return, “So you're the

wi wrote that article!” My smiling

teply was “Which one are you talking
ut? There are a few of ‘em in there.”

arently never without words,

. throwing my hand back down

ard my side, proceeded to verbally

mhcwel VE(Y's editor with the

Bruce Darling
: Editor in Chief

my left hand had been
holding an issue of
WEC} in front of my
witals, T was grateful
that the copy bad taken
the brunt of the blow. Lucky for me the
press at times can provide protection.
The pain of the meeting left as rapidiy
as Massik, and would have been dis-
missed as just a petulant statement at an
awkward moment, had [ not since dis-
covered evidence of a larger agenda.

In doing research for the new
Internet column that VFQ now offers
for those readers who have no computer
pccess, we've discovered (and provided
excerpts from) an on-line newsgronp
that is a spurce for some enlightening
fencing discussions from a wide assort-

USFA needs to brush chip off shoulder

ment of people. A good number of
those contributors invelved are either
from the National Office or are at least
in toial alignment with their point of
view, Those people as a whole have
indeed supplied readers with good
mformation through questions answered
or confused issues clarified. The sad
thing, though, is that & few of them
seem to take delight in throwing out
verbal barbs, from laughable personal
zingers to full-fledged slanderous com-
ments. Whenever YF() is mentioned by
a contributer (not by us), it seems that
someone from the national office has a
“humorous” reference to throw back.
USFA Secretary (and multi-commit-
tee member) Ann McBain Ezzell is one
who downplays any reference to VFQ.
In fact, Ms: Ezzell has taken it upon
herself to become the catalyst that
serves to remind us of Massik's original
statement to me, by referming to ws as

—— im—

- See Aftitude, page 19

#969 JACKET $99.95*

TRIPLETTE COMPETITION ARMS

#419 KICKERS $74.95*

FIE ceified 1000 newtons of bleachable, tough, non-stretch

#8495 JACKET $175.00*

U.5. made uniform. Colors avallable.

#4195 KNICKERS $119.95°

“Toumament Model™ uniform is made of a four way stratch plated
maaterial of ballistic nylon on the outside and soft cotton on the insida.
FIE rated at 840 newtons, it gives World Championship quality protec-
fion in & lightwaight, aftordable stretch uniform. Bleachable, machine

#9155 UNITARD $398.50"

wash. White only.

“Professional Modal” It's tha ultimata FIE uniform, made with super

strong Dyneema fabric which is far stronger than kewviar or steel. This is
the lightest, coolest, most technologically advanced uniform in the world
from tha world's leader in innovative fencing products. Certified at 950
newtons by the Institute of Textiles in Lyon, France.

* Extra harge alzes and custom orders cost more. Ceriification pup-u'rs available upon reduedd.

Triplette Competition Arms « 162 West Pine Street » Mount Airy, NC 27030 » 910/786-5294
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Electronic fencing: Keepmg you poste :

or pick up a magazine, it's unlikely

that you've missed the chance to
hear about the amazing world that's wait-
ing for yon on the nternet. There are
also quite a few fencing related sites that
you might find interest-

I f you watch TV, listen to the radio,

tion were dispensed with, the discussion
evolved into an interpretation of the
election process, particularly &s it relates
to the USFA, The two main schools of
thought are as follows: Eric Dew
{edew@netcont.com) feels that “the
maodel the USFA should

i L it o i
depending on your Contributing Writer  tle for leadership only
lastes. hurts, and never felps.

Probably the area of the intemet that
atiracts the most attention is the World
Wide Web. This is probably due to the
fact that it is the easiest to use. There
are a number of fencing sites on the Web
that contain useful, and not so useful
information about clubs, individual
fencers, and upcoming events. The
USFA also has a website where you can
get info on tournaments, results, males
etc. You can find their page at
http:fwww.ousfa.org.

Despite itz popularity, cne of the
drawbacks from a fencing standpoint is
that the Web is in many ways very static.
Somecne puts up a webpage, and you go
there to get information (or just waste
your tirge). There is litile interaction
with other fencers and, for the most part,
you're just an observer,

The alternative to the Web is
USENET, also known as newsgroups.
In my opinion, despite being one of the
oldest areas of the Internet, it is still
probably the best way to interact with
people who share your interests. There
are over 17,000 different groups with
widely varied topics and content. For
fencers, the place to be is rec.sport.fenc-
ing. It's not as visually exciting (strictly
text), but it does function as a bulletin
board, where one can read or post com-
ments regarding existing posts or new
topics. The result 15 usually discussion
or argumeit that can continue for weeks
as different people voice their opinions
and reply to other users.

In the past two months 8 couple of
topics stand out, One is the issue of
USFA elections. Ibelisve this issue was
spawned by the disqualification of Dr,
Hurme's election bid, as was mentioned
in the last issue of VF(Q. Afier the par-
ticulars of why his petition for nomina-

The way to work this right is to have the
Horinating commitiee do their jobs
praperly, ask those people picked if they
want o run and rubber-siamp them
through. We're not a state with a gov-
ermment, we're an organizarion with
members. The gool of the organization
i to run things smoothly for the ntem-
bership”. Bill McVey (Rapier@-
TCNetlink.com} replies, “This is not a
valid comparison. No one pays General
Motors for the privilege of working
there, What's nexi? Board selection by
Devine [sic] right? The USFA does not
nead sabotage I agree, BUT nor does it
need to become o Good Ole’ Bay ner-
wark dictating fo its membership from
igh."

The issue of the USFA's priorities
also came into question. Specifically
with regards to the treatment of the rank
and file versus the elite. Eric Anderson
{grizzly @instate.edu) states “f seems 1o
me that the USFA's main purpose is pro-
moting fencing on a National level, and
that as stch its focus, rightly, is and has
been on national competition, national
fencers and intemational competition.™

Much of the anger seems to stemn
from the separation of the sectional qual-
ifying path to Diiv [ and its replacement
with Div I-A. Roger Books (books@-
rissecl.dos,state. flus) asks “Has the
membership in the USFA grown 1o the
point that we need 4 (1) divisions?
From the furnoets [ saw at the last
nationals T was at it really looked diffi-
cult to fustify 2 divisions. . . It really
Ipoks kike Div I-A is a bone thrown to the
sectionals to keep the “average' fencer

from complaining.” Ann McBain Ezzell
{amchain @gol.com), former USFA
National Secretary, offers her interpreta-
tion of what happened and why. *The

coaches (ie., the top national coaches)
want mare high level bouts for our top
fencers. That is one of the grear advam
tages that Exropenns have over ug. , |
MNACyx and the current Div I Nationals,
there is uswally at least one ‘cannon fol
der’ fencer in the first round pool-somé)
times maore. An Ann Marsh geis no benl
efit from trouncing this paor unfortun
5-0. and the cannon fodder pets little ta
ro benefit from the frouncing,
Something clearly needed to be done
about making at least one of our nation
al level competitions really tough.”

As you’ve heard before, the goal
behind this approach is obviously to
inerease our international results, therek
increasing funding from the USOC.

Michaegl Mergens (Michael.Mer-
gens@ gpmail jec.nnsa.gov) wrote;
“On a previous post, I advoecated the em
ation of a separate organization o seny
the truly recreational fencer. The theo
behind this was to ler the USFA concen
irate an the ‘elite’ level of fencers (Diy
1!} 2) and the other (AFLA; pa.riﬂ"’
concentrate on expanding and marke,
the spart, in arder to provide continiod
feed stock’ te the efite program.”

His sentiments are echoed by Jose )
Sierra, Jr. (jasierraZiz.nefcom.com),
“As someone else wrote, the UUSFA has
gane fotally elitist. First they give the
excuse that elections showld be held 1
save 35000 and now they send us poor
2nd class fencers to the bush league
where we cart play without raking up i
time of the Top Level Fencers. I maym
be an Olympian but I sure pay ry meny
bership on time and fence and competg
a5 raech a8 T ear. 5o now I don't haved
chance to play with the big bovs bui,
mind you, this is being done for nry ow
good, Just don’t ger in the way and kb
-on supporting vour' USFA. I am soif
if I sound sarcastic/bitter, but this whalf
thing stinks. Iimow the USOC has the
money and USFA is dancing their tune
but I don't have to like ir. Maybe the
AFLA is not a bad idea and the
Olympians should go and play by tem
selves and take the USFA with them.”

Bill McVey says, " If there was ntl

= Sga lnternat, paga
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Impotent rule neutered

little-known rule located in the USFA Operations
Manual has been superseded by a vote at the Board

meeting at Nationals in June. The majority vote
approved the change in the definition of a Yeteran fencer —
that being, simply put, any fencer age 40 years old or over,
The rule neutralized Part B, Section 3 (Ranking Fencers,
Veterans) of Chapter 1, General Rules, which states:
“Veterans are all fencers who (1) have attained the age of
3 years, or (23 have attained the age of 40 years and, in
addition, have retired from all competitions except the
Yeterans individual events or team evenis in which they par-
licipate as part of a team made up exclusively of Veterans.”
Although this rule has been in place, rarely, if ever, was il
enforced. The original goal of this rule apparently was to stop
e Division T or II competitors who were 40 to 49 from step-
ping into the Vets ranks and, with their *honed skills” from the
Eiperience gained in the open ranks, ‘clean house,” so to
‘gpeak. Although the concept would make easier competition
for some of our older members, it still was unflair for sumeone
tf that age group to have 1o remove him- or herself from open
tyents by joining the et ranks, just as it would be shameful
fitr our members above 49 not to have had the experience of
$ompeting with the 40's who decided to stay out.
Judging by the number of 40}'s entered in both the Div. 1
0 I and the Vets events at Nationals, few competitors knew
of the existing rule, nor did the USFA enforce it. The 40°s
\Nets who did abide by it in the past can now enter both cate-
gories and hone their skills,
. As for the older members of our ranks, concerned about
he influx of younger Vets, a movement is now underway to
‘establish good, solid age bracketing in all major Vet tourna-
 ments, to ensure fair play. Details are to be worked out in the
‘toming months. W

Knights of Siena tourneys

hose interested in Veterans fencing opportunities
might want to note that the Knights of Siena
{Hudscm-Berkshire Division), near Albany, New York
will be sponsoring Veleran events in all three weapons
fenced clectric on the following Sundays during the 1996-
¥ season: September 29, November 24, January 12, March
§ May 11, and July 27,

Ladging can probably be arranged by hosts or at the salle
it dorms available at the facility. The venue is approxi-
fately 2-1/2 hours north of NYC. Pickup at the bus, train
fation, or airport in Albany can be arranged.

Cost is $10 per weapon with advance registration, As
dites get closer, we will probably be arranging some social
Ktivities the night before the events.

Flease call the salle at (S18) 664-7845 to confirm event
dites, or e-mail kathwardle@aol.com. Come and support
Veterans fencing! Ml

THE MEAT CLEAVER
by Lance L. Dangerpoint

irst of all, here’s some real exciting news. ['ve been

promoted! That's right, the VE(Q) staff has decided that

I am now the Editor At Large of our new division —
The Enquirer of the Fencing World! It must’ve been my out-
standing journalistic skills they noticed at the Nationals that
launched me into fame.

Speaking of the Nat'ls, it was tough to get my assignments
done, with all the Vets complaining about this and that. Now
don't get me wrong — they were justified. And how! BEwery
once in a while, I looked up from my notepad and saw it for
myself.

You know, if any other group of people paid over $4.000

+ in fees for basically a three-day event, they'd expect to get

something for their money. The way the Mat'l Committes
treated the Vets, ['m surprised they didn't have our bouts in
the parking parage ncxt door. No, thal wouldn't happen —
the ‘directors in trining’ were sweating so much from blow-
ing calls, there wouldn't have been any left to sweal in the
heat of the city.

I even overheard a real director {from Penn State) say that
‘they had to get their experience somewhere." That's just
dandy, let them experiment on the Vets, we won't bilch much

- ;
. The difference between being invelved and being
gommitted can be summed up by the creation of
lam and eggs. Tha chicken is involved, the pig is
mmittad. — Red Green

- - S3ee Dangerpoint, page 20
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Spinella: No plans to stop

BRUCE DARLING
Editar in Chisf

had met Ralph at a competition a

year ago and after just an hour of his

colorful dialogue, couldn't deny his
trwism -—— ‘Ttalians are bom knowing
sign language'. Later when a TV
reporter asked for my sugpesnon for a
good interviewee, in classic Spinella
siyle, I shoved him in front of the lights.
As on the sitip, he was magnificent; to
the point,
humorous
and serving
as one of the
b el w ok
spokesper-
BOMS we
have out
there.

It was 43
years ago al
the age of 30
that Ralph %
entered the Ralph Spinella
local YMCA
and stood awkwardly on guard. Two
weeks later he entered a tournament
‘*because it was there” and promptly *got
killed." 'With his self driven nature, he
pushed on, and hasn't stopped pushing
himself since.

Back in 1906 his father started a
bakery in Waterbury, Conn. which was
passed on to Ralph, who later gave over
control to the current owner, his son.
Not that Ralph

Don't think of it as a selfish indepen-
dence though. Ralph's fenced on quite a
number of teams over the years and just
as he pushes himself for the group cause
he expects you to do s0 as well, ‘1 used
to make sure my teammates wouldn't
stay out all night or drink to much before
the competition. We needed to stay
siTOnNg as a team’,

Strength is Spinella’s master, and
drive is his companion, — the kind of
drive that got his A Epee ranking in the
1960 Mat'l championships in New
York; followed by his Foil ‘A’ in the
Olympic trials in “64. Although the ‘60
championships took him to the
Olympics in Rome that year, the ‘64
encounter was a heart breaker. He
missed making the Tokyo Olympic
squad by losing the last touch in the
last round robin bowt, Tt must still hurt,
he knows every detail of that last
phrase — his opponent, the director,
his line of attack and especially that
unexpected riposte.

His drive never left him, and three
years later the ‘67 PanAm games in
Winnipeg saw Ralph Spinella as a team
member. One year later in the ‘68
Olympic trials, Ralph encouniered
something that hadn’t occurred since
his early days, he failed 1o make the
preliminary round in Epee. Always the
fighter, he's since carried on, compet-
ing whenever possible, averaging 1/2
dozen tournaments a year in and out of
the country.

“T've made a lot

retired from the
business,
Currently you'll
find his 7 day
schedule as fol-
lows: 530 leave
the house to stant

So many have gone by,
not by death, just by
lack of interest.

of friends in this
sport that I love,”
LEAT Spinella,
“beautiful people,
people T enjoy
being around. So

out in his bread

truck, After his' delivery route ends
around noon, Ralph at bome takes his
dally ‘recharge session’ by napping
until 2 pm. ‘T unplug the phone so
nobody disturbs me — not the presi-
dent, tiot even the pope.’

Errands and house chores keep him
occupied until he leaves after dinner to
head out to one of four fencing groups,
Although he teams up with different
clubz four nights a week, with deter-
mined pride he réemains independent
and to this day still competes as ynat-
tached.

many have gone
by, not by death,
just by lack of interest. T myself have
no plans to retire, no plans to give up
fencing, and no plans to stop until the
day I die.”

Paosing for a moment, Spinella
laughingly reflecis back to the ‘68 let-
down again, “That told me something, [

was greal in "60, I was fairish in ‘64 and,

I was done in "68."

Gosh, Ralph, done? If you're done,
then what are these stinging defzals you
still seem to be handing out to most of
us, huh? W

Inside Cut 3
Continued from page 1

leave East Germany without per-
mission from the new Communist
government, The determination
helped her escape East \
has helped her achieve many of ti
gmls she has sel for herself.
Along with fencing, Eva b
mastered painung, swimming, and
shooting. She has many gold
awards for her achievements
all. She also has published
articles, sings in her church choir,
does some gardening, and makes
homemade sourdough
With all that she does, Eva ..1'.
keeps Monday evenings open &
she can teach fencing at the L
Louisiune Recreation Center, | o
which she does not receive man 16

tary compensation. Why does 4
volunteer her time? She states, "]

is in my teacher's honor ﬂurl '-
keep fencing and, as a volunies
share with others what he tangh
What makes Eva tick? Shé
states her passion for our sport a5
“For my 24 years as a voluntees
coach, the awards in giving and
taking are greai. The bonds v
grow amongst fencers arg’'o
everlasting and in my case §
ning the globe. 4
"Without my students T would
nol have been able to keep ®
shape and win the Opes
Invitational in Dallas, 1971. A
that I'still can participate at the
Nationals for the Veterans, 1
second time this year, has been o

See inside Cut, page -',

Eva Davis’
Accomplishments
1941 — Genman youth champion |
1942 — Champiocn of Saxony
1953.56 — Champion of Bavaria
1967 — Champion of Rhine-Hessea

* Competed: Vienna ('53), Linz

(*543, Rome (*55), Dallas (*71)

* Won over 100 Semor Olymipic
meclals in swimming, shooting

Awards: Commander’s Award fig
Public Service, Honarary State
Senator of Louisiana, Inducted mig
the Senior Olympic Hall of Fame
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Building your program for endurance

ell, being an eternal optimist,
W I'ro sure everyone has done a

good realistic assessment of
it current physical and mental
rengths and weaknesses. This next
Japted journal article will appear in two
aits and outlines what T feel is the basic
ailding block of fencing:

enl endurance activities, with their own
subset of motor skills, muscle recruil-
ment patterns, fuel requirement, and bio-
chemical adaprations. It is imperative
that the fencer must concentrate on
bmldmg & sitong asrobic-endurance base,
primary emphasis on lower body strength
training, and sseondaty

ndurance-acrobic train- ernphasis on hod

E Dr. Stephen Bake, Jr. migm mmﬁimi
The: veteran fencer Keeping It Togathar overcompensation to

yhi possesses a wealth finite moverment muscle

§ technical skill must be ETOUpS.

specially mindful of maintaining and
mpeoving upon anasrobic ase 1o sus-
ain Ieng eliminations with younger
gponcnts. Exercise training is, ironical-
I, & form of stress, as one is voluntarily
fubjecting the body o a physical stimu-

s-sessor. Hopefully the following arti-

eles will give you an insight into the van-
o5 components of aerohic training with
Which to evaluate your current program.

* Specificity — It appears (hat the
bidy respinds very specifically and
ipidly o exercise fraining stimulation.
The exercised muscles are the muscles
acﬁ‘lﬂr.l'&sl:nm’-r.i histologically and bochemi-
@l o training. This has been docu-

b 0 seores of scientific studies

challenges: runners do poordy in
rexremity endurance tesis, and the

[ case, eince they train both muscle
bowever even in this group, they
e lower in beoth arm and leg asrobic
B lests than specialisis in those

e STHOTTE.

twithatanding, there are substantial
ieed training adaptadions which
geross all endurance activities,
mainly why the cross training

i5 thserved in multi- -sport athletes.
effects include increased red cell
Vulurme, increased cardiac per-
e, modificd endocrine fonction,
lectare: clearance, and heat-tol-
alinns, However, the mest
Adaputions which explain

= atd strength fitness reside in
les. ind are specific not only to
af #xercise, but within the tvpe,
tetisity, and duration of that

¢ Just becaosc one trains by run-
Cilsiweck, six miles each
mecessanly mean they can
S0l tross-country ski race
Thewe are two very differ-

2 fir the switnmers. Triathletes are’

» Individual ¥Variation — Genalics
determines (a) how rapidly we adapt to
exercise iraining, allowing us to move 0
more challenging intensities/durations at
a faster pace, and (b the upper ceiling ol
our capabilities. Most people can toler-
ate about a 3-10%% rate of progression of
total raining volume per week. Some
inherently talented people can reach
excellent fitness levels and tolerats encr-
mous siress easily, while others may
nudge the red-line only once in a while,
otherwise they self-destruct. Aging neg-
atively impacts upon this aspect, as does
biomechanical genetic endowment, espe-
cially with weighi-beating activities. As
far as ulornate fitness Tevels, this 15
enlirely a mix of the above; hard work,
moitvation, and genetic predisposition.
A maximm oxygen uptake (YO2max)
of 83 mlkg/min is part hard work, part
opporunity, and part genetics, Thus,
individual variations must form the basis
for the exercize program.

= Starting Fltness Level — The law
of diminishing returns applies in fimess
training. People with initially low fit-
ness, although requirdng a low level of
exercise intensity (o spur adaptations to
ocour, will itnprove rapidly. Many
changes will be noticeable within 10-14
days after ralning is commenced. In
these people VO2Zmax can improve any-
where from 25-50%. In conteast, indi-
viduals who have been active for years
might only be able o realize an
improvement of 2- 10% in fitness, and
probably no change in ¥O2max, In
these individuals, improvements in fit-
ness are a resull of beter thermorepula-
tion and lactate metabolism, enabling
one-to exercise at higher percentages of
YO 2max without excessive lactate accu-
mulation. _ ;

The beginner usually needs exercise
intensities within the critical 60-T0% of
maximum threshold, dnd might require

an intervyal based approach untl improy-
ing fimess levels allow 20-40 minutes of
continuous actvity withoul rests, as
ability o clear lactate improves. This
concept is especially important for veter-
ans wishing to resume calning.

Finally, from a commaon sense per-
spective, first consult your physician or
srainer to review your ovetall gosl and
specific raining program.

In the next issue, T will cover exercise
intensity, duration, frequency, type and
structure. W

Cordless Towers

= Supports all machines

= Collapsible for easy
storage

* Save on tabla rentals

12" x 16" base size

TABLE MODEL — $50

(36" high) plua shipping
FLOOR MODEL — $60
(66™ high) plus shipping

M. Mamlouk
(703) 759-2372
Fax (703) 759-2147
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1 Dean Halstead (1) & Gragary Spahr (8} 11 Yur Chichourrakey (18 16 Glenn Newland (28) 21 Gragory Kourisky (37]
2 James Filnt (2} 7 Ed Wrignt {9) 12 Dan Stanl (20} 17 ‘Walter Clampstt (29) 22 Doug Bllss (38)
3 Howard LaBow (3T} B Frank hustilli (11) 13 Jefirey Aosen {21) 18 Tom Bronzo (30) 23 Grag Slatter {(43)
4 David Pitl (5) 3 Paut Clark (12) 14 Duane Ghan {26) 18 Ron MeComick (34) 24 Charles Recorr (44)
5 Robert DElon (6) 1¢ Brant Mlaman (151 15 Jogh Kaplan {27) 20 Fred Meyer {36)
= 1 Ray Sexon [3T) 8 Wayre Bowman (24) = 1 Alexarder Aiveca (14} !
o 2 Elw Scolt (7) 7 Kaz Campe (33) S @ Con Bange {23)
o 3 Raobert Block (16) B John Homung [45) e 2 Leonard RAubin (35)
B e, ¢ - [T RESULTS FROM
3l 5 Germrd Poujardieu (18] =Rl S Ed Egglesion (40) VETERANS EVENTS
= 1 Raiph Spinella {10) & Masuo Hashiguchl (323 L
= 2 Gene Fiducka (13} 7 Joseph Cdom (413 :
a0 3 Danlel Mamer {22} 8 Fobert Bang (42}
= 4 Alphanae Sully (25) & Henin Specior (45}
15} # . " .
= 5 Rchard Johnson (31} 10 Em# Hrast {47)
N Cincinnati, Ohio
)
—_ = Veronica Morraon (2}
= 1 A, Herort-Hodges (1} B Susan Moss (1] = —_
o= @ Karen Johnsan (3T} 7 Linda Pletz (12) £ Cynthia Carter (7) B T e
IRl 5 hiaranne Bosoo (3T B Elizabatn Millis {14) B ';";”'“ FE:;? 1[33 g
R 4 Gladys Borardi {5) 8 Terry McDanlst {15) = hara Hoetar {13) =
=S 5 oy Hopkins (E) 10 Jan Claverie (16} = = 1 Eva Davis (9)
@ 1 Dean Halstaad {1} & Fred Henry (3 11 Josh Kaplan (18} 16 Thao Wallg (28) 21 Doug Blisg (35)
o 2 Fred Hunker (3T) 7 Brent Niaman {10] 12 Wilkam Wilcock {17) 17 Wikkam Micalatti (28) 22 Greg Slattar (38)
I 3 Yur Chtchaurakaw (53 B Wiliam Reith (113 13 James Flint {183 18 Davis Barezov (30) 23 Waller Clampett (40}
= 4 Robart Ghidsl {8) 9 Poeter Appel {13) 14 Jalfray Rosan (20) 18 Tom Bronzs (31) 24 Randy Rurgren [(41]
= & Bob Cochmna (7 10 Frank Musilli {14) 16 Paul Clark (25) 20 Qregory Spahr (32) 25 Dan Sahi (45)
28 Ron McCarmick [43)
" 1 | i
O | Fat idulr (2) 7 Sellohl Sugano (34) B 1 Lacnard Rubin {12) @ 5 ,';‘:,g“sﬁg‘;",;*:y?]‘}
& 2 Kaz Campeg (3T} A" Patar Caldarmn (18} LE- 2 Don Eangq 123 = 3 Bob Hanzaly (28]
i 2 Alaxander Zakoy (B) 8 Wayns Bowman (38} 0 3 Wallace Friadbarg (24) il Georgs Franz (34)
=R 4 Ray Saxtan (15) 10 Hugh Cunningham (43 = 4 Wilkam Hall (42) =Sl - Eoi Robinson (38)
Bl 5 Gerard Poujardieu (18) 11 FAoben Block (44) = 5 Ed Egglastan (50) = & Richard Johitson (46}
6 John Moron 12 James laFollate (48) = 7 Joseph Odom (47

o 1 Maranna Besen (1) B Cindy Runyon (7] 11 danlce Samanek {13) 16 Kathy Wardia [18) 1 Veronlca Morrisan [5)
R 2 Diane Kallus {2) 7 Gladys Berardi {8) 12 Jan Clayede (14) 17 Linda Pistz (21} = 2 Cynthla Caner (9]
wl 3 Leda Whisnant {3T) B Karen MeGregor {10) 13 Karen Bomnildsen {15} 18 Carol Sakewitz (22) [ 3 Martha Mo (18]
Y ¢ Karen Jahnson (3T} & Loy Hopkins {11) 14 DD Micolau {18) n
= 5 LesBa Talt (8] 10 Vadaris Salomon (12) 15 Debomh Castille (17} =
= = 1 Ruth Andesgan (20)
- 1
= 1 Ed Wright {3T) & Richard Pappakardo {10 @ Was Morraw (1) & Howard Goodman (17)
ﬁ 2 Wang Yung (5) 7 Mike Szathmary (113 = Ray Saln'tm @ 7 Lee Zindall {18}
pelil 3 James Fiini (7) 8 Jafirey Fosen (12) 0 LAty FiRGS T 8 Vayne S 1
d 4 Frank Mustill (8) 9 Bruce Darting (15) i Martin Kramer (13) 3 Tony Panzaring (21)
= : i 4 10 James laFolletie (22}
O = Fobert Chided (3) 10 Anthany Tame {18} = Joe Higday {14)
= =
@ Wiliarm Hall {200 = 1 Herb Spactor (8}
= Marvin Fing {23) = 2 Richard Johnson {24)
e Ed Egglasion (2] s 3 Leroy Jones (25) TR ETTTTTTTTTTI
& Dean Alsxander [D42) W
= = How fencers are li
[-H =
= =
3 Chris Smith (14)
g 2 First number indicates
I 1 DD Nicolau (1) & Gonnie Whitmer (8} SR 1 Louisa Fely (8) IFSt nUMAer Indicates)
w g wﬁﬂa?ﬂ?ﬂl i2) 7 .Jcinlna Si-arnanek {7 P place in age class. Nu
i sle a i SEakowitz {8) ] ST
ERadl 4 Diane Kallus (4} g Daborah Castilie (10) g parentheses indicates
= 5 Kathy Wardla (5} 19 Karen Brmildser {11} = overall.
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Age groups ignored at Nat’ls

| I n what appears (o be not only a timesaver for the Naticnals Committee,
¢ § but also a cost-saving (albeit minute) move, the USEA decided this year to
A disregard any veteran age classification by treating the total over 40's
' group as an open turnament. In doing so, the USFA offered 1o the veteran
Crinks awards for only the top four places in each weapon, unlike the previous
peur's event in Louisville, where age classes in 5-year increments were pre-
ented alang with overall finishers in all weapons.
Yets chair Mac Garret, feeling that this was being unfair to especially the

! plder age class fencers, has, through résult analysis, determined the finishing

| ueder of a1l the competitors by ten-year ape increments. Garret has acquired
4 meduls and has sent one oul by mail to each ane of the top three finishers in
gich nge group, The costs incurred are hoped to come from the Senior age
L group donation pool now held by the national office and slated for veterans
dnvalvement use, This fund initially was set up by Garret and contributed to
by 8 number of our fellow vets over the past two years.. As of this writing,
& o funds are fortheoming, W

Without fencer's
rights, what's left?

his is a story about three wrongs
and a fencer’s right. There will be
no names mentioned, and to keep the
issue clear, details are included only as
necessary. This is not meant to present
a legal discussion or to challenge USEA
tournament tules; it's simply an expose
oo an incident occurting at this year’s
Mationals,
Subject One: A Veteran fencer, 43
years into the sport,
Subject Two: A young, upcoming
director, currently in training.
The Meeting: A 15-point, direct
elimination bout at a national event.

—— Ses Rights, paga 15

THE RIGHT GEAR
AT THE BEST PRICE

CALL: 201-343-3362

FAX: 201-343-4175

Credit card orders shipped same day

or

Lightweight and durable fencing shoes

P FALL SHoE spLe | 4ADIES - BE SAFE

Full Chest Protector
NEY  vicToRry Reg. $36.00 SALE $20.00

Choice of Red or Green stripes

i Shoes Req. $145 SALE $125.00 Epee Set

ONTOP  Reg. $59.00 SALE $54.00 BIG SAVINGS ON
B PRsa  SAEsK BLUE GAUNTLET
BLADE Fencing Shoes BRAND BEGINNER SETS
Men's sizes only 7% - 11% All sets include mask, vest, glove, and weapon.
SALE $35.00 Five piece sets include weapons bag.
~ ADIDAS fencing Shoes BG BEGINNER SET SPIECE 4 PIECE
WOlympic Shoes Reg. $192 SALE $172.00 Foil Set $123.00 $105.00

$128.00 $110.00

Bl Shoes Reg. $120 SALE $110.00 Sabre Set $132.00 $115.00
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2933 Yauzhall Road | Vewdall, NJ 07088
Tel: (S0B) 8641211 | Fax: {908) 064-3052

analk PhysChess@acl.com

Electric Epee blade bare $16
wireel with French paint $264

Complete Electric Epee
French or Pistel grip fadd $4 for Fistel pript

Franch grip $45
Pistol grip of your choice $4%

Maraging FIE-opproved Epee blade

bare 235
wired with Frerch point 348

Maraging FIE-approved Complete
Electric Epee

French or Fistol grip | upgrade to Affstar socket only 54 extra
Wired with French point

french grip $54
Pistal grip of your dhoice 560

visA | Orders received by 1:00 p.m. are
= =
shipped the same day

8

walid for 30 days or while supplies last,

PH‘l‘SiCﬁ

2537 Vauxhall Road | Vauxhall, NJ 07038
Tel: {508) 564-1211 1 Fax; {909) 964-3042
amaik PhysChess@aol.com

Electric Foil blade bare gﬂ
wired with Franch point $19

Complete electric Foil
French or Fistal grip | 2-brong or bayanet | French point
french grip 534
pistt grip of your cheice $38

Maraging FIE-approved foil Blade
bare $33
wired with Franch point $42

Maraging FIE-approved Electric Foil E!aﬂade
bare
wireel with French point 547

Maraging FIE-approved Complete
Electric Foil

French or Plistel prip finsplated, ne extra charge) | 2-pronp or boyonst

Franch grip $50

Pistel grip of your chaice $54

! C.0.D. add 54.75
DUCOVER w W Valid for 30 days

ar whila supplies last
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erans circuit
orthcoming?

ow lhut un established intermationg] velerans event
ks in its third year {curr=nly Germany ), the annl
N determrnubion of the U8, team bias Caused the ver
division some problems with the way the USFA

pels s b Nanionaly

s yedr in Clincinnali. the USFA Novomals conuniites
mined thid, as before, the veis ranks 1o each weapon
i be fought within direct élirmunation sounds, This
i does indeed. select fhe top four (or eighl) i ench
ot Lo deteemine the leam(s)

6 Vets Chairman Mac Garret states, “In an effon (o

i i2am, we can't eliminae the alder competiton's
flicnals involverment und feacing engoyment” General
it from this year's competilors rellects jost that,

i farge number would like o reestablish the round

i poal farmat for elimimation right up vo the linal

p Anather iden beng bought up, 15 1o make v
Rpition at MNationals level, age bracket only, it em-
aecemnents. The problem sith this ix that, unless
committee adds additional compeiitiom putsde
g brackels, Mur selecuon of a U.S, feam would

e possible, Bul through an alteimare wepn qualifica-
uhig Nationals would no longer be used as the sole
myinani

A fer lenpthy discussions between stlendees. offy-
A Cisly und VEQ, one of the optioms that may better
® A select our 1S, team would be (o develop a quali-
By cirewit with accumulative points standings. This
Rt pecessurily creale more hendaches with what
Ve plunned already, The current goal of the vets
i if 10 achieve greater numbers and involvemnent
ign mors regionsl LLS. lournaments, providing both
Wipeditive knd social imeraction  This means we ut
K slang with inviolved peoplé across the country, plan
Rt and nusture inajor vel tournaments bath time-
e ind peographically convenient., If we can develop
n 5-6 major annual svents (curréntly we have Lhe
NWagh Meim, in New Orleans in December, St Pale
' Diuel on the Beach in Oct-and the Nartonuls —
#vireni event — in Joly,) we can crenls o points
m similar (o the North American circult, Thlks are
Iproceading with pedple [n the nonheast, west coast
pimidAmerica divisions, Rules of participation could
Bt up slntlar to that of the North American clroim
anclher advaniage of the carcail poinls kysiem s thal
Rnetils (he serious veteran competitors. in that having
41" day al a single qualifying even! (#s the Natonals
) windldn't have nearly a5 greir & negative
peel ik If it uceurred once in 8 series of evenis. The
Wiould truly: prve us ouc strongest Internstional
mide up of our best performing fencers (rom tha
Bl events, To keep it fair, the major toumaments
W stt!l muintain age hracketing competilion separate
ihe unbrackeled cicenil competition, W

What you don’t
know can hurt you

by EDWIN B. BAILEY
Managng Editar

here are those who believe the fencing tenism, “Youth

I and speed are no match for age and treachery.” Surely

the readers of this publication are among its adherents.
As I proceed staunchly into my thirties, 1 do find "Veleran™
fencers to be full of surprises, doubtless bred from a long life-
time of deception and guile. Sometimes [ wonder why that
nameless dread creeps over me when I face some smiling
retiree at the other end of the strip. Despite the fact that | jog,
play basketball, eat right and get out of bed withoul complain-
ing ahout my knees, I worry. Older fencers will assume that
grandfatherly air ("Now don't be too hard on the old man™),
then appel-extend-disengage-lunge-POW!|

Is it my imagination, or do these lencers bave something
mure than experience? Something darker and far more sinister
than simple deceit?

Pick 4 sport, any sport. Once you've hit thirty, you're
ready for the glue factory. In fencing, though, you just get bet-
ter. That's because in fencing, when you get old enough, vou
learn The Secrer Move.

veleran fencer whom [ won't name. Let's just call him Les

Bleamaster of San Antonio, Texas. Mind you, [ didn’t learn
The Secret Move, [ just learned that it exists. Bleamaster would
alweays chide iz students for trying all those contorted maneu-
vers in an atternpt to get the elusive touch, He'd drill that
“parry-riposte, party-riposte” at us all day, expecting us to
becomne better fencers as a result of “learning the fundamen-
tals” ¢

Ume day during class, I started describing and demonstrating
a move I saw at a townament the previous weekend. T eouldn’t
quite get it, but I wld him — while T was twisting myself into
unbelievable knots trying to show it 1o him — that it worked
for this clder fellow who did exceptionally well against people
a third of his age. I gave up trying 1o demonstrate the move.

“It looks like The Secret Move,” Coach said. He started
langhing, but I could tell it was a slip of the tongue, and T knew
that he would be reprimanded at his next Veteran Fencer's
Secret Socicly meeting for telling one of the Uninitiated about
The Move.

Ever since then, ['ve asked many veteran fencers what The
Secret Move is, but I always get the evasive, “Why, there's no
such thing.” And, as if that weren't bad cnough, they always
smile indulgently and say, “Jusi learn the fundamentals: parry-
tiposte, parry-riposte.”

But I'm on to them. W

I leamed about The Secret Move from my fencing coach, a

“Victorious warriors win first, and
then go to war. Defeated warriors go to
war first, and then seek to win.”

— Sun-tzu
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Bring women’s sabre out of the Dark

or the past many years in the USA,

and even today in Burope, the sabre

is considered either loo dangerons
or to0 macho for women to handle, This,
despite the fact that modern sabre fencing
is the most delicate, the most complex, the
most beantiful, the most

early “Senior Olympics” held on the West

Coast, persuaded the organizers to allow

her into the men’s pool. After she beat all

of the male sahre fencers in her age cate-

gory, & faw of them were heard 1o grouse

loudly that it was unfair to have a woman
in their pocl.

advanced and the safest

of all sports. When prop- HErb Spector
erly taught and properly Guest Writer

executed, it is the fastest
and yet the most gentle of
the modetn {or ancient) (encing activities.
In the mid-1940°, at Ralph Faulkner’s
Salle d' Armes (“Falcons™) in Hollywood,
California, the US Championship
Women's Foil Team, copsisting of the late
and great Maxine Mitchell, Polly Kraus
and the many-times Olympian Janjce-Lee
Romary(-York) were all expert sabre
fencers. Unfortunately, due to archaic and
irrational rules and prejudices, their skills
were exhibited only in the salle.
Diminutive Polly often tmunced the
best male sabre fencers in the club.
Maxine, finding no women's sabre in the

Women'’s sabre
newsletter available

iane Dominguez, USFA

Women's Sabre Commities

Chair, has found a miracle work-
er by the nane of Jessie A Micales,
Micales, of Madizom, Wisconsin, has lad
out an outstanding newsletter not only
specializing in world-wide women’s
sabre, but also providing good, solid
information that covers many aspects of
tencing.

Don't let the title “Sabres and Roses"”
stare any non-sabre, non-female fencers
away. This multiple-page publication is
packed with articles ranging from
WMational Office decisions to reflective
fencing sagas. In between, Micales
shows her compuler skills and know]-
cdpe by creating a listing and discussion
entitled “Fencing Resources on the
Internet.” Truly a fine glossary, especial-
ly for the “keyboard impaired.”

If any of our Veteran readership
would like to receive a copy of Sabres
and Rosss, please contact:

Jessie A, Micales
voice: (608)231-9215
fax: (FOB)231-9592
e-mail; jmicales @ facstaff. wisc.edu

At the last International
Veterans Team event, in SL
Peie Beach, Florida, I
sponsored  the  first
International ~ Women's
Sabre Championship. Fenced with elec-
tric equipment and officialed by three of
our best sabre directors, the competiion
was cntered and thoroughly enjoved by
women from three countries.  All contes-
tants were given “gold” fencing medal-
lions, and the first six placers were award-
ed medals. The event was won by “D.D."
Nicolau of the Salle d’ Armes d'lvy Trare
of Bitmmgham, Alabama, who demon-
strated that it was no fluke by also taking
first placc in the Women's Veteran Sabrc
event at  this year’s Nutignal
Championships in Cincinnati.

National Women's Sabre Top Finishers {see results, page 10)

In sepding an award to one of b
medalists who was on the German leani
St Pere Beach, I sugpested that she o
nize the second women's intematio
sabre competition, to be held in conjog
tion with the forthcoming team eveniH
October 26 in Germany.

Unfortunately, 1 have not yel reca
teply.

It is hoped that competitions of &
kind will generate enocugh enthusip
among both women and men ol all sges

* Gain long-overduc rocognition fr
women sabre fencers in the USA
intcrmationally;

= Establish more tournaments at af] ki
cls, with artistic, memorable awards (m
tin or plastic medals} in the old Eurcpsd
tencing tradition;

* Generate public interest in this mos
complex and most beautitul of all spuds
and

* Convince our relatively few g
sahre teachers to devote a fair share d
their efforts to our aspiring famale sabm
stars. M

£

o3

Hammerterz Verlag iz a quarterly |ournal dedicated to articles aboutl histosncsl
fencing. It has many interesting articles conceming dueling. the development of swords
and fencing, and historic personaliies. Cut-of-print books and histordc weapons am
also offered for sale. A yearly membership Is $35. You can subscribe by writing fo:

Hammerterz Verlag, Dept. BBS. P.O. Box 13444, Baltimore, MD 21202
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Inside Cut — ——————
Continued from page 8

dream come true. As much as we all tr}r.

tewin and expenence this joy and elation,
it18 not everything. I fecl that the greatest
miumph belongs to the fencers who sel-
dom — OF sometimes never — win, but
tome back arain and never give up. They
ire the true heroes in spors and descrve
our everlasting respect and admiration. It
is this attitude that binds all of us lovers of
fencing, in whatever they are involved
with,

“They are (he fencers on the strips, the
directors, administrators, the volunteers
or the score keepers. It is this mutual love
for the art of fencing which prows the
bonds, and in the long ron makes all of us
lasting friends and comrades in arms!" W

We are what we
repeatedly do.
Excellence, then, is
not an act, but a habit.

— Aristotle

Rights
Continued from page 11

The Incident: After a frustratingly
close loss, the Vet, following the
unhooking of the reel (as witnessed),

‘haz words — containing profanity —

with the director.

The Resulf: The Vet is black-carded.

The Wrongs: The Vet's use of profan-
ity toward the director; the Natonal's
Committee decision to use the Vets ranks
as & raining ground for “green™ directors;
and not notifyang the Vet that he was
black-carded until the next day instead off
on the strip at the time ol the incident.

Observations:

= Vets complained about the directing.
It was generally thought that uhlizing the
directors in training during the seeding
pools was tolerable, but in direct elimina-
tion rounds, bad decisions could have
meant life or death to a competitor,

= It was noted that an unusually high
count of simultaneous attacks were called
for a lot of bouts, and, in fact, the sabre
bout in question had 42 double attacks
noted, certainly a sign of an inexperi-
enced director,

» We are all under the impression
that the “flashing of cards" is to take
place at the time of the incident, not
without notice a day later. This black
card was given with an official report
by the director — who appeared to
have been coached on its content — in
which some statements directly conftra-
dicted many witnesses to the bout and
its aftermath.

+ Would the Vet have been black-card-
ed bad he been a higher-ranked Div. I or
European competitor?

= Was the lale response to his out-
burst more of a retaliation for the direc-
tor's embarrassment of that moment
and possibly the poor presiding?

Conclusions;

* [nid the ¥et have the right to disre-
spect the director? Ne, not even one
with questionable ability.

+ Did the rules commiltee have the
right to punish the Vet? Yes, butina
timely and respectful manner.

= L astly, did the Vet have the right to
be judged by a proven and decisive
director, just as all of the Nationals par-
tcipants would expect for themselves?
Of course, and therein lies the point. W

UNIVERSAL TOWERS

PEPIN'S MASTER VI

Tall, Bold, Bright and Versatile!!
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Mounts to ANY Scoring Machine (Optically}, Tall 43"
High, Lights for Warning/Coin/15 Touch Bouts, Wide
260° Viewing Angle, Electrically lsolated from Fencers, Target Selection and Time Delay Window, Expert Mask
Black Outlined, Minimal Table Space, Easy to Use, Sat
Up Quickly; Reduced Feature Options Availabls!!

/" Each Just
$595 pELIVERED

- i “
' Ll
\Sturdy Carry Case/

3-Weapon Practice Simulator!!

Excellent Training-Coaching Tool, Displays Hit
Reactiom Time, Zone and Remise Features, Random

ACTIC Powerad, Wall Mount or Fortable; Sword
Holding Arm and Battery-Pack Options!! 1

ir

-

Both Come Complete with Sturdy Carry Caze, All Requirsd Accessories, Warranty, and Instractions!!
TO RECEIVE MORE INFORMATION, A CGLOR BREOCHURE, OR TO PLACE AN ORDER, CALL OR WRITE:
DAVID JOHNSON, 38 GUNSTOCK HILL RD, GILFORD, NH 032486; or {513) 427-3626, days 4-9,
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A Volunteer’s
Reflections

Behind the scenes at
the "96 Atlanta games

by DIANA GARRET

Guast Writer

allowing our stinl at the USEA
Matomals in Cincinnall, Mac and [

drove to the home of our son,
Roger, and his family in Maretta,
Georgia. He informed us that he had
been asked to become the Producer for
the Olympic fencing event, With only
three weeks before rehearsals, and with
very little groundwork in place, he
brought togeiher his crew of volunteers
and his Assistant Producer, Gil Ashley,
with whom he launched an exceedingly
fine presentabion,

As producer, Roger’s role involved
ensuring that the competitive schedule
coordinated with the television time-
clock, educating the audience on the
rules of the sport and hand signals used
by referees, providing musical entertain-
ment for spectators between bouts, and
utilizing the video wall screen: for pre-
sentation of fencing action mcloding
instant replay and slow motion.

There were over 130 volunieers
assigned to the fencing venue, who per-
formed a variety of functions including
assisting athleies and referees, scoring,
timekeeping and tabulating resulis,
assisting in crowd control as well as
administrative duties. A wonderful spirit
of cooperation pervaded the behind-the-
scenes aréa — commonly kKnown as
“back of the house." During the weeks
of preparation, we came to know each
other and to appreciate each other's tal-
ents and abilities. It was wonderful (o
Tenew acquaintances with some of our
international friends of long standing as
well az nurturing new friendships among
the volunieers, whether they came from
around Atlanta or across the country.

Although we worked long, hard
hours (wsually up at 4:.00 a.m.}, we were
pleased to be a part of it all and to be
appreciated for our effors. The great
disappointment for the fencing public
was that NBC did not see it to air any
of the fencing competitions to the 1.5,
viewing audience, but, thanks to the for-
eign televizion crews, fencing was tele-
vised abrosd. B

Alessandro Puecing, Italy
Lionel Plumenail, France
Franck Boidin, France

USA: C. Bayer (34)

P Deyine (37}
™. Bravin (15}

FOIL TEAM

(11 entries-France did not qualify)

Russia
Poland
Cuba
Ansina
Hungary
Germany
Korea
Tialy
China
Usa
Venezuela

SABRE INDIVIDUAL (43 entries)

Stanislav Pozdnyakov, Russia
Sergei Sharikov, Russia
Damien Toova, France

USA:  Peter Cox (28)

Thomas Strzalkowski {34)
Peter Westhrook (37)

SABRE TEAM (11 entries)

Russia
Hungary
Italy
Poland
France
Spuin
Romania
Germany
USA
Canada
Korea

EPEE IXDIVIDUAL (45 entries)

Alexander Beketow, Russia
Ivan Trevejo Perex, Coba
(eza [mre, Hungary

UsA: 1. Carpenter (25)

M. Marx (28)
T. Bloom: (31}

‘96 Atlanta Games fencing results

FOIL INDIVIDUAL (45 entries)

EPEE TEAM (11 entries)

Traly
Russia
France
Germany
Estonia
Hungary
Spain
UsSA
Canada
Korea
Romania

WOMEN'S FOIL INDIVIDUAL
{40 entries)

Laurs Badea, Romania
Valenting Vezzali, Ialy
Giovanna Trillini, Traly

USA:  Ann Marsh (7)
Felicia Zimmerman (21}
Margaret Paxion (33}

WOMEN'S FOIL TEAM
(11 entries}

Ttaly
Romania
Germany
Hungary
France
Russia
China
Foland
Israel
USA
Argentina

WOMEN'S EPEE INDIVIDUAL
(48 entries)

Laura Flessel, France
Valerie Barlnis, France
Gyoneny Szalay, Hungary

USA:  Leslie Mary (16)
NMhi lan Li (3T
Elaine Cheris (39)

WOMEN'S EPEE TEAM
(11 entries)

France
Italy
Russia
Hungary
Estoma
Cuba
Germany
LiSA
Switzerland
Korea
Japan

T T
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Upcoming Veterans Events 96-97

pember 2% - Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY. All
Bapons, mizned. All electric. Limited on-site lodging.
finiact: Kathy Wardle, (318} 664-7845 or

mail: kathwardle @aol.com

pber 4 - Veterans Team Championships

esel, Germany. U.5. Vets Team only.

mtact: Mac Garret, 130 NE 261ih Ave. #101, Boynton
feach, FL 33435, (407) 737-5595

iber 5 & 6 - International Open - Kassel, Germany.
Blionals Veteran participants only.
hniact: Mac Garret (see above)

bher 12 & 13 - Individual Open - Ludwigsburg,
many. Open to all Yets. No sabre,
fintact: Mac Garret (see above)

fiter 27-November 2 - Duel On the Beach - 5t. Pete

iti Campoli, 313 E. Shore Dr., Oldsmar, FL. 34677,
J13) 855-3112, or Bruce Darling (813) 535-3404

mber 24 - Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY. All
papons, mixed. All electric. Limited on-site
ising. Contact: Kathy Wardle (see above)

mmber 7 - Maxwell Wright Memorial - New Orleans,
b All mixed weapons,

paiact: Earl Robinson, (B00) 262-6410, or fux:

| 438-6239

firy 12 - Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY. All
Jeons, mixed. All electric. Limited on-site lodging.
it Kathy Wardle (see above)

9 Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY. All
ipons, mixed. All electric. Limited on-site lodging.
et Kathy Wardle (see above)

4§ - Veterans Tournament - Sarasota, FL.
ors, mixed, 40+,
Arthur Jarps, (941} 923-5999

- Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY. All
i, mixed. All eleciric. Limited on-site lodging.
ki Kathy Wardle (zee above)

il - Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY, All
Bpons, mixed. All electric. Limited on-site lodging.
flict: Kathy Wardle (see above}

- Knights of Siena - Mechanicsville, NY. Al
pons, mixed. All electric. Limited on-site Todging.
e Kathy Wardle (see above)

Max Wright tourney

ecause of greatly increased attendance at the second

annual Maxwell Wright Memorial tournament,

Chairman Earl Robinson has relocated his “96 veterans
contest to the larger banquet room at the Radisson Hotel in
downtown New Orleans. The popular one day event, held on
Saturday, December 7 this year, will now be fenced on five
strips, under the bout direction of Olympic geld medalist Dr.
Eugene Hamor and an assembled staff.

Along with the bouting competition, competitors from
around the U.S. will also get fo enjoy Robinson's cocktail and
dinner banquet. After the day’s tourney, this sit-down affair
includes presentation of awards with the escort of 1 bagpiper in
full Scottish regalia. This, along with the tournament, is in
honor of Max Wright, who, in addition to being a dedicated
fencer, was active in a local bagpipe and dram corps. You

" won't want to miss this event, .so be sure to enter early. Wl

gich, FL. International, all Vets, all weapons, Contacts;

Wjone wishing to post calendar items or
0 would like a feature on their tovrnament,
ntact us at the address listed on page 2.

Maxwell Wright
Memovrial

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH

Mixed competition in Foil, Epee and Sabre followed by
cockeails and dinner. Nop-fencing guests are invited (o attend.

Because of space limitations, entries will be limited o 24
fencers in each weapon. Please enter early to ensure g spot!

Age group awards and ovesall awards given in each weapon,

Dr. Eugene Hamor, Olympic gold medalist, will officiate.

Fees: $35.00 includes repistration for one weapon and din-
ner. Additional weapons, $9.00 (if space is available), Dinner
only for non-fencers — $25.00,

For your convenience, we will accept Visa or MasterCard.
Phone toll free to 1-800-262-6410, or fax to 508-488-6239.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Epee check-in 8:30 am.
Epee competition begins 9:00 a.m.
Sabre check-in 11:30 a.m.
Sabre competition begins  12:00 noon
Foi} check-in 2:30 p.m.
Foil competition begins 3:00 pm.
Cocktails {cash bar) 6:30 p.m.
Awards dinner 7:30 pm.
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Duel 2: More than ]ust a tournament

oes the thought of participating
D in a fencing tournament bring 1o
mind picnicking under palm
trees overlooking a beautiful bay? Or
perhaps late nights at an Italian bisiro,
downing shois of schnapps while learn-
ing German drinking sofigs with new-
found BEuropean friends? Maybe you
recall polishing off a few pints of ale and
dancing the night away at a British pub.
Or does the idea evoke the distinctly
uncomfortable, perhaps even nauséous
memory of a cold windy night on rolling
seas? (We really hope this last memory
is completely overshadowed by the
other ones!) ' If you're asking yourself
“What the hell does all that have to do
" with fencing?”, then you weren’t at last
year's Duel on the Beach.

Combining five days of fencing in
the second annual International
Veterans Team Fencing Champion-
ships with lots of opportunities for

social interaction, this event was hailed -

by all a5 an innovative and exciting
. way to hold a fencing tournament, Not
1o mention a great deal of fun!

If you weren't one of the lucky few
who made the U1.5. team last year to
qualify for the first Duel on the Beach,
then you'll want to be sure 1o come to

The Veteran Mational Team at Duel on the Beach 1395

—— -

pate activities like water volleyball, bil-
liards and — wes, it is Florida — shuf-
fleboard! There will also be a midweek
free day when you will have the option
of a trip to either Sea World or Busch
(Gardens. And every evening will see a
“dry land” awardz banquet (the moaning
and whimpering are still fresh in our
ears too) at one of various restaurants in
the areq.

lhi:l year's higfgt;.r Duel on the Beach 2
and better fol- - will again be hosted
low-up. Unlike ‘95 l_llt’l VEIEI’&!_IS Team by the beautiful
lagt year’s wour- Fencing Championships  curice Resort on St
nament, there’s Results Pete Beach, providing
E‘;E;ﬂl;g";n;:t:il luxurious accommo-

; sl dations in lush tropi-
national veterans Ewent 1Ist 2nd cal surruundi;:gs.
40 years .?:; MF USA Germany  Sunrise Resort  is
?:e:dﬁeﬁ;:“lhié WF Germany USA offering tournament
year's sm«'e,;!—day ME Italy Belgium  participants special
haE will WE Germany UsA discounted rates on
include individ- MS  Germany usA  threenight  and

ual as well as

longer stays (iwo-

team competi-
tion, so here's your chance to strut your
personal stuff, while still stepping up to
be a team player.

And we've expanded on the exira-
curricular activity as well, Not only will
there be golf and tennis tournaments,
we'll alzo have fun beach relays and the
soon-to-be-almosi-famous  “Sunrise
Triathlon”. No, we won't subject you to
real triathlon events; that's way too
much hard work!

more fun, easy, €veryone-can-partici-

Curs will include |

night rates also avail-
ahla] Space is limited, so give them a
call now to reserve. The toll-free num-
ber iz 1-800-488-5454.

We're looking forward to seeing lots
of last year’s participantz again at Due]
on the Beach 2, as well as those who
just heard what a great time we all had
last year. If you weren't able to make it
then, you can't afford 1o miss it this
year. Why let everyone else have all
the fun? W

SJELECTED ARTICLES FROM
VETERAN FENCERS QUARTERLY
WILL BE AVAILARLE ON THE
WORLD WIDE WER AT

hitp: fizipmall.comivets_unite. htm

ZIPMALL, INC,

BEI0 Hen jumin Road. Sudte §
Tompa Flarida X35 M-2d46
Plecne 1813 5051445
Bapiivwre, 2ipanallsom

YOUR OPINIONS

We've been swamped with
your ietters and e-mail, but
believe it or not, we do read
them all, We've also gotten some
great articles and ideas for arti-
cles. Keep 'em comingl You can
reach us at:

Veteran Fencers Quarterly
3075 Overlook Place
Clearwater, FL 34620

e-mail zippydav@aol.com




JETERAN FENCERS QUARTERLY

Septemnber 1396—Page 19

Atitude il
mtinued from page §

e “Veterans Enquirer.” Now, actually,
e find this funny. You may have
fticed that we’ve even incorporated it
nio cur masthead. And YFQ doesn’t
nind Ezzell’s parroting of Massik, as it
s our name out even more. But just as
frzzll likes to use the public access asa
kol for making clear her way (USEA's
iy}, it's now time for VEO) to clear up
e of her inaccuracies about us.
" One person Ezzell takes delight in
ke vilification of is former president
iiche]l Mamlouk. The things said about
lim are not the concern of VFQ at this
ariicular writing. Rather, we want to
febunk some misconceptions she seems
i have regarding his connection (or the
ek thereof) to this publication. On
lise 28, Ezzell makes clear that the
Bfslerans Enquirer” is not an official
fublization of the USEA. True enough.
¥ never claimed to be. Then, respond-
g 1o a writer's quote from YFQ, she
fates, “You should also bear in mind
{hat br. Mamlouk has donated a con-
liderable amount of money to the senior
ige committee. He has clearly found a
eplive audience.”
| The problem with this statement is
io-fold. Number one: as far as our
search has found, the only money
fonaled by Mamlouk for any veterans'
e was Lthe 51000 he contmibuted
pward prize money that went directly
lithe winning epee teams at last year's
iternational Veterans Team Champion-
nps. Secondly, her statement implies
hat Mamlouk has control over VEQ
Bcause of financial involvement. 1
pive personally met Mamlouk but once,
i5d have spoken o him twice via
ione, The meeting was at the 93
ilionzls, where we agreed to each per-
Enally fund the prize money, and the
hine calls were interviews for last
give’s election story. At no time has
lhere been any financial tie between
Blamlouk and YFQ, and I certainly
Bould not call a single meeting and a
foople of phone calls the whole of a
gose friendship. '
- The undertaking of VEQ is mine,
ad without the assistance of a com-
ietely volunteer staff, the hole in my
feckbook would be too big to contin-
€. | offer as proof to anyone wishing 1o
heck, complete access to YFQ's finan-
il records.
| I guess what it boils down to is this:

I've been a member of USFA off and
on for about the Tast 20 years. I'm a
member because T like to fence, and
this is the only route to do it competi-
tively. Although I can't say I've had
undying loyalty to the organization,

* with pride I’ ve worn over the years

UUSEFA and AFLA emblazoned pins,
patches and shirts. But there's some-
thing recently coming out of the
Mational Office that’s upsetting me,
along with a lot of other people, and
thatis . .. an ATTITUDE.

The Mational Office seems to envis
sion a lot of threats from a lot of
sources, And, as seen on the Internet,
any statement that hints of nonconfor-
mity is quickly attacked. Perhaps the
Veterans movement this past year bas
concemed the USFA. After all, we en

.masse are approximately 1/4 of their

membership, and expecting good treat-
ment and respect, we'll give it to our-
selves if nothing comes from them.

1 guess with all this and the question-
ing of their business-as-usual policies by
many members, it's no wonder that
Michael Massik snapped at me.

Adter all, the article in question, “USFA
Election...,”" was praised by some people
in his office as well as a few past
Executive Board members, and, in my
humble opinion, was extremely kind {o
the way the USFA elections committee

. handled the situation.

Teo Mr. Massik or anvone else in the
National Office who was upset by the
last issue’s lead story: Before you tack-
le this issue, I respectfully suggest that
perhaps you should first take some
Valium, or maybe just change your
attitude, W

Story Delayed

For those of you whove noticed that
this izsue doesn’t contain the write-up on
professionalizing fencing that we
promised you last issne, we commend
your copnizance.

We apologize folks. The VFQ staff
haz put =0 much tme into the content of
this issue that we lelt we couldn't at this
time give the professionalism story the
depth it deserves. Also, there are a num-
ber of people out there who wish to add
thee ideas to the discussion, and we
want Lo explore as many different con-
cepls as possible,

3o we still plan the story, but now it
will be featured in the December issue.
If you have any ideas on this subject (or
on any other), please send them to our
address on page 2. Afier all, this is your
magazine, and we'd love to have your
input. M

Split
Continued from page 1

Convention will be held as before, with
the following changes:

Division 1 will be missing (as stated
earlier) and Under-15, -13, and -11 com-
petition will be shifted from the Junior
Olympics o this July convention. (In
February, Junior Olympics will host only
11-20 and U-17.) Additionally planned are
USFA-sponsored lessons and seminars,

Under this shifi of events, all weapons
and categories are represented, just at dif-
ferent imes.

Currently, Fencing Officials Chair
George Kolombatovich and his staff
are establishing qualifying paths
through each event and will announce
them latzr, W

Campoli Light
Towers

improved Model Il .

« Talescopic for Transport
= Proven Electronics

+ Rugged Polycarbonate
+ Shipped adaptad to your machina
{Machine must be equipped with
tower driver)

Only $150 plus shipping
Jim Campoli
313 E. Shore Drive
Oldsmar, FL 34677
(813) 855-3112
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Internet
Continyed from page 6

grass roots mentbership that VASTLY

_ oumimibers the top teir [sic] fencers
then the USFA would NOT have ANY
monies to fund competitions. And hev-
ing no program to speak of would NOT
draw Olympic funding PERIOD. If the
[FSFA exists ONLY to support top tier
fencing as has been stated several times
here then the policy is self defeating, If
local femcing is not supported then it
does NOT grow. Instead, the low- or
non-rated fencer is discouraged and
quits, . . . tired of being seen only as a
check once a vear and not a volued
member starts a cascade of diminishing
returns and if the base crumbles the top
falls as well Most people would not be
interested in being a MEMBER of orpa-
nization whose idea of MEMBERSHIP
is if vou've not an Imtemational con-
tender you should fust be quiet, read
your listle magazine, and don't forget 1o
renew your MEMBERSHIP so0 we can

ignore vou for another year.”

It's hard to judge the impact that
rec.sport.fencing has on the national
oftice, simce there are few official
posts, with the exception of the former
Mational Secretaty, but it does appear
thet it has some influence. In a rare
delutking, Michas] Massik {usfenc-
ing @aol.com) posts, “The Fall issue of
American Fencing is scheduled to con-
terin @ long article that details the
finarices of the USFA. The article also
includes the organizational structure
and philosophy of the USFA. ... Just
wait until you see the charts and
gruphs!”

These topics mirror many of the con-
cern$ and complaints voiced in the
newsgroup, so it's at least better than
just hitehin® to your buddies at the club.
You may find out that you're not alone
in your views or, sven more important-
Iy, that indeed you are!

[ wouldn't buy a computer just to
talk about fencing, but the bottom line
15 that if you already have one. you
can't po wrong by checking it cut. W

Dangerpoint
Continuad from page 7

— not until now. You all wouldn't
believe the letters and e-mail we've
gotten in regard to the treatment dished
out by the Nat'ls organizaoon.

And that $4,000-plus apparently
couldn't cover age group medals.
They were missing, along with any
age categories, Also missing, it
seemed, were any USFA officials for
schednled meet-

competition hall, you had no idea of
what was being rummaged through
back at your room. Reportedly, some
wallets and valuables were missing
when fencers arrived back at night.

I didn't have that problem, mind
you. With the budget VFQ) gives me,
the nearest motel in my price range was
20 miles into Kentucky. It was distant,
sure, and pretty basic,

ings with Vets
Chair Mac Garret.
It's not that they
were busy, they
just weren't
argund. Could be
they were lapping
up lurury in their
hotel suites.

I say suites
because, if they
had rooms like the

It's not that they
were busy, they just 4 e pleasure
weren't around.
Could be they were
lapping up luxury in alowance for USFA

their hotel suites.

burt it was clean and
my stuff was safe.

ager, it was less than
half the price of
USFA's host hotel.
You know, I hear the

officérs is so high, [
think I might try to

competitors had (plain vanilla for
almost a C-note a night with fees &
taxes), they wouldn't be hanging
around the room — unless, of course,
it was to guard their valuables!

That's right folks, as if we all didn't
have enough to worry about with non-
fencers milling around our gear at the

get on their staff for
next year. Boy, just imagine the high
life — five-star dining, bip rental cars,
classy rooms.

Of courze, I'd chance having my
staff stolen, but hey, my swff's getting
old anyway. And besides, I'm sure
they’ve got expense accounts that make
up for any losses.

Vets logo
needed

.. nd we want your help!
Announcing VFQ's CO
fﬂtﬂiahaﬂhgﬂchnmﬁumm
readers’ ideas. We're looking for
something that denotes the fol:
towing about Veteran fencers:

» Experience

* Tradition

* Camaraderie

= Social Involvement !

If you've got an idea, send i1’
us in art form, with or withouta
slogan, and we’ll determine the
winning entry.

Under the approval of Vets:
Chair Mac Garvel, the winning
logo will be incorporated into a
line of apparel comprising hais,
shirs, jackets and patches. These
will be offered for sale at Veis
events and by mail order. A por-
tion of the proceeds from each
item sold will be placed in a
Veterans Affairs fund set up for
use in promoting and maintaining
Veterans evenis and affairs, All
fund moneys will be accountable
and financially staled in each
upcoming VFQ issue. In the near
future, we'll st up by vote a
Veterans board to determine the
application of this Veteran Affars
Fund. Hopefully, awards medals
with the new Vets logo will
become standard issue at many
Veterans events or calegonies.

First place prize for the win-
ning logo will be a Veterans Loge
warm-up jacket (with your logo.
of course). We figure there'l] be
other good ideas, so for 2nd and
3rd place, the prizes will be
WVeteran caps.

This contest i1s open to all
fencers 40+. Please send your
ideas and antwork by mail only to:

Veteran Fencers Quarterly
075 Overlook Place

Clearwater. FL. 34620

Annpuncement of winners will
be published in an upcoming VFQ
issue. Good luck 1o all our frus-
trated artists oul there! W




VETERAN FENCERS QUARTERLY

September 1396—Page 21

Better fencing through Tai Chi

M any people know Tai Chi iz a
type of meditation and relax-
ing exercise, but few realize 1
i alsc a martial art. You might wonder
how moving so slowly could ever help
you deal with a fast-moving opponent,

Just as a haby leams to hold up its head

tions. When your body is it the righi
position, it can move wherever you want
without going through weight changes
that alert the opponent L your intentions,
Tai Chi teaches using the joinis in the
lower part of the body to move you with-
out baving te lean, virually instanily.

i become strong

Speed doesn’t necessarily

‘enough to crawl, i equal velocity, You can move
then crawls to will S“ﬂ,ddﬂn' AP quickly but still miss your tar-
Jhecame strong Guest Writer get for many reasons.

: mnugh to walk, 1ak- Telegraphing is one cause. dis-

“ing time to move slowly teaches you

bow to move guickly.

When you move in a slow, relaxed

way, it makes you aware of how you
eally move, how your body wanis to
“move, and how to maintain control over
itas you move, This refined sense of
alance Tets you know exactly where you
are and teaches you how 1o move where
you need to when you need to, changing

tance to travel is another. Subtle
Chinese arts suggest that cutting out
unnecessary motion js more important
1o speed than velocity,

Awareness of balance, both yours and
your opponent’s, is an integral part of Tai
Chi training, Moving slowly allows you
to siudy and notice things you might have
missed if you were always wortied about
poing faster. You seem like a tortle, but at

] g T
}g@ qw % si gei 4§*g<~¢ ﬁ?a% -z}é

U.S. Vets gain hums
field advantage

ith the power of the Nike

Corp. and their generous

financial backing, the city
of Portland, Ore., successfully outhid
Durban. South Africa. to land the "98
World Masters Games.

Coming together will be 25,000
mature men and women from over
100 countries participating in 25
sports. Invitations are extended to
any and all U.S, Veternn fencers (age
40+). About half of the fencers will
come from oulside the United States.

The games, scheduled Aug. 7-22,
1998, in and around the Portland
area, are expected to draw more than
100,000 visitars, including competi-
tors; ‘officials, sports dignitaries and

- directions at will. Control is as important unexpecied moments you become the support groups. 1
& speed. Running into your opponent’s hare. Fighting is less about technique and
Weapon is not high-level fencing, evenif  much more about psychology.
i can scome you 3 point sometimes, Understanding your opponent and A YEEII' of VFQ
f This refined sense of balance can he what his balance means gives you a
| ged 10 move without telegraphing inten-  decided edge. W Send 38 to address on page 2,
» Saber with or 3-WEAPON MICROPROCESSOR
without Sensors SCORING BOX
|
» Made In USA $795.00
TO PLAGE YOUR GRDER
* Tested and s
Approved by 1-800-627-4803
: OR FAX
gs £ Pelyiicn. 1-615-329-0640
ommission Major Credit Carde
Accapted
* Mests FIE i gy
' . 5 L] -
Specifications Tmnﬂ%ﬂm acdd
slate sales by,

* Programmable
Mictoprocessor

* Program Updates
Available as
Specifications
Change

« NEW!
ULTRA-BRITE
LIGHTBAR
(24 watts)

MAMLIFACTURED BY:
BABER MOUSTRIES, 1NC.
800 2187 AvENUE NORTH

BASHVILLE, TH 37202

MARKETED BY:
COMMODORE SYSTEMS, IMC,
PO BOX Z2802
NAZHVILLE, TH 3T20e

Patant Pending
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DUEL ON THE BEACH
$2500 Cash Purse *

Open to all USFA and International Veterans 40 years and over
Invitations have gone out to overseas competitors

Six days of fancing, including all weapons

One team day — assemble your own team!

Cne weapon per day format, with a “dry land” awards banquet each night
Seeding pools by 10-year increments

- - ] L] L} * L}

relay events, and the soon-to-be-famous.“Sunrise Triathlon”

*«  Open day with Busch Gardens and Sea World excursions available

* Again hosted by beautiful Sunrise Resort, with full condos offered for three-night or longs
stays. Call (800) 488-5454 for details and reservations

* §2,500 cash purse to be distributed to overall winners in all weapons! Distribution based on % of endries
in sach weapon, paid to first, second and third plage, payable to individual, club or division,

is pleased to welcome back
s NRlSER SORT Duel on the Beach 2

i * One and two
5 bedroom condos
mﬁ'ﬁ#;.#_...?.. ; ecora W g o TOEUEmG o sleep up o six
Ll s WSy - AL ' LA " #"‘ 17 * Heated pool
W™ PN W =T &S+ Whirlpool spa
AN F IS P AN = 'M“.'}nm."_m- _'.,' = Tennls court
BBy ¥ T-,“l - ||- 11 TR 8 + Shuffleboard
3 s : ] * Fishing dock

|
>3

Convenient to dining,
shopping, attractions,
and fencing venue

s = Discounted rates far
fencers

Z - p——

Sunrise Resort onh St, Pefe Beach Check cut our Web site:
Reservations: B800+488+5454

Sales & professional management by Dottie Welch & Aassociates

FEFFRF R AR AR

Offering additional sporting events, including golf and tennis tournaments, beach run 2 "

€ il s sl e i ol el o ol e

http:/fwww.stpetebeach.com/sunrise/ .

LR R R RN S SRR Y
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DUEL ON

September 1996-—\@@,33

THE BEACH 2

9 am — Mens Foil

Sun., Oct. 27

8 pm — Awards dinner

Mon,, Oct, 28 9 am— Mens Epeé

5 pm — Tennis toumament*

 Gom—Awardsdimer

9am— Woniens Epeé

Tue. Oct. 29 o . Open golf tournament

1 pm — Womens Ssbre

8 pm — Awards dinﬁer.

.;WNI., Dct. 30 8 am— Open golf tournament

Busch Gardens axcursﬁnm 0 Sun World excursions

9 am — Mixed Ironman team *

Thu., Oct. 31

5 pm — Beach run and relay *

8 pm — Awards dinner

l Fri., Nov. 1 9 am — Womens Foil

5 pm — Sunrise tﬁmo . -

8 pm—AWafde dinner

Sat., Nov. 2 9 am — Mens Sabre

6 pm — Awards dinner

Detach below and return with entry fees

* Free events — no pre-registration necessary

I e L S S S L |

| Name: USFA #:
List USFA Rankings: Age:
Address:
City, State, Zip: Phone #:

QUESTIONS? CALL BRUCE DARLING AT (813) 535-3404.
Please check all the events you plan to participate in:

Weapons : : Awards Dinners
$25 each Sjir::: g:;:;sotl?' $10 per person each night
Wens Fol 313 E. Shore Drive Supsay
Mens Epeé ______ Monday
Mens Sabre ______ i gl Tuesday
Womens Foil ______ Entries MUST be Thursday
Womens Epeé _______ postmarked by Friday
Womens Sabre September 30 Saturday
Team Ironman (free)

(Write in number of people)

Other events:

Golf tournament
Tuesday, 8 am ($40)
Golf tournament

All fencing fees

All dinner fees

All golf fees

Sea World package

Busch Gardens package
TOTAL DUE WITH THIS FORM:

Please pay by check or money order

h-—__——_———__—_—--—-—--ﬁ——_--——_-—-—--—--—---




Learn the Secrets of the World’s Greatest Fencer

: On Fencing
FENCING - Aldo Nadi < 300 Pages - $19.95

~ § "OnFencingis a work of cardinal importance, the testament
of perhaps the greatest swordsman of modern times; it
goes without saying that it should be in the library of every
serious fencer and aspiring champion.”
; —Amaerican Fencing Magazine, Spring 1994
“A cosmopolitan and brilliant individual, his insights into
the psychology of combat are revealing. Fencing coaches
and fencers would do well to study Nadi's ideas. Each
page merils close altention."—Swordmaster, USFCA
“Aldo Nadi's book is one of the best on foil fencing technique and is well worth reading.”
—Fechisport, German Fencing Federation

*Only a fencer with Nadi's record of achievement could write with such complete authority.”

~—Escrime internationale, Inlernational Fencing Federation, FIE

“There is more to be learned from his one volume than from a library of lavishty ilfustrated
modern titles.” —Hammerterz Forum, Book Review, Fall 1994

“| have been fencing for four and a half decades and the only person | have seen who
approaches perfection in form, technique and execulion is Aldo Nadi.”
—@Glorgio Santelll, Six Time U.S. Olympic Fencing Coach

*On Fencingis unique among fencing books: brilliant, profound, and above all very helpful”
—Leo Nunes, 16 Time American Champion, American Fencing Magazine

Chapters Include: The First Lesson The Attacks

History of the Sword The Counteraltacks Combat

Footwork The Parry-Ripostes Competition

The Parries Pre-Combat Exercises Free Will in Defense
Combat Training In-Fighting The Fencing Master

THELIVING +  The Living Sword:
SWORD | AFencer’s Autobiography

. Aldo Nadi - 416 pages - $17.95

| This is Aldo Nadi's life story in his own words. He is
. acknowledged throughout the world as the finest and most
E powerlul fencer ever known. Winner of three Olympic gold
. medals, he was knighted by the King of Haly.

Those who altended Nadi's encounters went as much
to see the elegant and boastful young swordsman humiliated,
as 1o walch him defeat yet another opponent. He was the
“bad boy" of fencing, the super champion who crushed his
adversanes then celebrated his viclories with champagne and beautiful women.

In 1935 he retired from competitive fencing and left Europe lo settle permanently in
the United States, first in New York, and later in Los Angeles. He gave several fencing
exhibitions in New York, then devoted himself wholly to teaching and occasional work in
films.

The New York Herald Tribune summed up his career in these six words: “The greatest
fencer who ever lived.”

“Aldo Nadi was possessed of the most perfect mechanism, the most brilliant mind, and the
stoutest competitive heart of any fencer | have ever known® —=Glorgio Santelli

ALDO NADU

Full refund at any time if not satisfied!
$3.00 shipping, regardless of how many books you order. = Maine residents

add sales tax. Call our Toll Free Order Hotline below or send a check or money
order to Laureate Press.

Visa/ MasterCard Orders: 1-800-945-2727

Laureate Press, P.0. Box 96, Milbridge, ME 04658 « Fax (207) 546-7312

Veteran Fencers Quarterly
3075 Overlook Place
Clearwater, FL 34620

This is the final free issue! To subscribe, send $8 to address above.
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