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EDITORIAL

The Olympic Fencing Committee
once more, in its great wisdom, is not
only fiddling with the Olympic and
Junior point system, but also with par-
ticipation in our Senior and Junior Na-
tional Championships. We are witnes-
sing a gradual erosion in the value of
participation in our divisional, sec-
tional, and national championships, an
erosion due directly to the point system
and the number of automatic qualifiers
allowed in our national events. For
some years many of our elite fencers
have seen no reason to bother to enter
their divisional or sectional champion-
ships.

We are now in our Olympic season
year and this state of affairs, which cat-
ers to our elite fencers and leaves the
sections and divisions on their own, is
perhaps understandable. However,
the 1984-85 season marks the begin-
ning of a new quadrennium and we
would like to see the OFC give more
attention to our “‘grass roots” and
junior development. Money alloca-
tions aside, the committee could start
by making it mandatory that all "elite”
fencers participate in their divisional,
sectional, and national championships.
Sending our better fencers to Europe
and allowing them to qualify for inter-
national team selection without com-
peting locally does notinspire our grass
roots fencers, who form the backbone

of our organization.

There is a movement afoot to per-
suade the OFC to bring more interna-
tionally ranked foreign fencers into our
country to participate in our tourna-
ments. There is no doubt that such
competitions do more to help raise the
over-all level of our fencing than does
the export of our fencers to foreign
shores. There are many ways to ar-
range such programs, which could in-
clude coaches and workshops and
clinics. Our elite and non-elite fencers
could profit from them.

In order to astound and assuage
some critics who have been muttering
for some time (and probably rightly so},
we lead off this issue with indices for
two previous volumes. They are long
overdue.

This issue also contains the conclud-
ing observations, originally published
in the official FIE magazine ESCRIME,
of M. Raoul Clery on the incidence of
accidents in modern fencing. We hope
that his remarks will have some effect
not only on competing fencers but
especially on our national and interna-
tional administrators. This thoughtful
article has already provoked several in-
teresting comments which we hope to
publish in our next issue.

—MTH

FROM THE STAFF OF AMERICAN FENCING

[NDEX TO VOLUME 33

Volume 33 comprises issues September/
October, 1981 through July/ August, 1982. Under
main headings, items are listed by title, author,
(issue number, page number).

GENERAL

Asgard Fencers, A Club is Born, Yu (#6, p.22);
Development of Young Fencers in Hungary,
Bartha (#2, p.9); En Guarde in Guam, Sajnovsky
(#5, p.18); Fencing in Columbia, 5.C., Miklos
(#6, p.21); How to Arrange a Year Fencing in
France, Pryor (#4, p.18); Radio, Red Hot and
Free, Scyster (#1, p.15); The Exhibition, Maupas-
sant (#1, p.19); The Portland Project, Huddleson
(#3, p.14); To See or Not to See, Lansford (#1,
p-23); U.S. Blademaking, the Impossible Dream,
Sudre (#5, p. 24); U.S.F.A.: A New Name, A
New Direction, Richards (#1, p.13); Word from
New President, Mamlouk (#6, p.5).
INSTRUCTION, MEDICINE, HEALTH

Anchor-Challenger Competition, McKee (#5,
p-14); Athletic Medicine, Bergman (#2, p.25);
Book Reviews: “Fencing’” (Shaff) (#6, p.29);
“Fencing is for Me”” (Thomas), “Foil Fencing”
(Garret & Poulson), “The Art of Fencing Three
Weapons” (Campos) (#5, p.19); Footwork Exer-
cise Combinations, Micahnik (#4, p.9); Olympic
Sports Medicine Update, Bernstein (#4, pl2);
Pre-Competition Warm-Up Lessons, Micahnik
(#3, p.9); Technical Talks, Byrnes, the Body Cord
(#1, p.28); “Rule of White” (#2, p.26); Masks (#3,
p.23); Valid after Off-Target Lights (#4, p.28); the
Sweating Fencer (#5, p.25); Rewiring Blades (#6,
p-27).

INFORMATION

1981 Jr. Olympic Training Camps, Olney (#2,
p.7); 1981-82 Calendar of Major U.S. Events, 1982
International Calendar (#1, p.7); 1982 National
Championships Information (#4, p.20); 1982
U.S. U-20 Team (#4, p.15); 1982 World Champ-
ionships Team (#6, p.3); Addenda to Fencing
Books Checklist, Conroy (#2, p.14); Coaches’
Column (#1, p.22; #2, p.19; #3, p.25; #4, p.27;
#6, p.19); Electric Sabre at the Mardi Gras,
Peyronnin (#5, p.8); Entry Information for 1982
Jr. Olympic Championships (#2, p.16); From the
Officials Commission, New Penalty Rules, Goer-
ing (#1, p.16; #3, p.26; #5, p.21); From the Presi-
dent, Johnson (#1, #2, #3, #4, #5, p. 5); Job
Referral Service (#1, p.23); Mason-Johnson Fenc-
ing Trainer, Mason (#6, p.25); Minutes of 1981
Annual Meeting, Turney (#4, p.25); National
Nominating Committee (#1, p.6); National Point
Standings, July 1, 1981 (#1, p.9), July 1, 1982 (#6,
p-14); Pittsburgh Pilot Feasibility Study (#5,

p-11); Readers” Poll (#6, p.24); Repor
mission on Amelioration of Sabre Fe
p-30); Report of Nominating Commx
p-26); Results of Biennial Election (#6,
Changes for 1981-1982 Season, Offic
mission (#2, p. 13); Summer Camyj
shops, Seminars (#4, p.30; #5, p.23)
Directory 1981-82 (#2, p.28).
IN MEMORIAM

Curtis Ettinger (#4, p. 16); Henrig
(#3, p.13); Leo Sobel (#5, p.22).
LETTERS

from David Scyster, Marcia Bernd,
ner (#3, p.6); Emily Johnson (#6, p. I
Shipman, Arthur Lane (#5, p.4) Ste
John Lillback (#4, p.4).
RESULTS

1982 Jr. Olympic Championships
1982 U-20 World Championships, Gi
p15); Empire State Games, Andersc
Open (#2, p. 21); Ft. McClellan Op:
New England Challenge, NIWFA Ch:
vitational, Temple Collegiate Open
National Sports Festival 1II, Latzko
NIWFA Championships, NCAA C
ships, Pentathlon Open, Poujardi
All-Ohio Championships, No. Ohio L
Auriol Open, Geoff Elder Open, P
Open, So. Texas Open, H. Mayer In
Team (#5, p.27); North American (
Alaux WF, MF; Kadar S; Csiszar E. (#
Alaux MF, WE; I Asaro MF, WF; Kac
S; Csiszar E; Pentathlon E (#4, p.6); C
MEF; General Dynamics E; Mardi Gras
S, Helene Mayer WF (#5, p7); Chen
MF, E; Csiszar WF (#6, p. 13); U.C
Championships (#6, p.6); Wmn’s. C
(Ft. Worth), 6th Yorick Open, Orsi T
p.27); World University Games, Ben
p.11).




INDEX TO VOLUME 34

Volume 34 comprises issues September/
October, 1982 through July/August, 1983. Items
are listed by title, author, (issue number, page
number).

GENERAL

Bruce Lee’s Adaptation of European Fencing

Techniques Snyder (#4, p.9); China, the

“Sleeper” in Fencing, Lillback (#5, p.17); Earning
Your “A” the Hard Way, Reith (#3, p.21); Eight
Women, Eight Bouts, Yu (#4, p.12); Escrime An-
cienne, Kearney (#1, p.19); Fencing and Fair
Play, Weber (#2, p.12); Fencing With Partial Vis-
ion, Chadow (#2, p.19); From the President,
Mamlouk (#4, p.7); Haverford's Fifty Years (#5
p-8); Honors for: Steve Sobel (#5, p.6), Nikki
Franke, Buzz Hearst, Alex Orban (#6, p. 13), Jana
Angelakis, Michael Marx, Paul Pesthy, Donald
Driskill, Istvan Danosi (#4, P. 8); Junior Essays:
Moytowicz, Kirsch, Wichick (#4, p.5), Dowling,
Knoll (#5, p. 21); Schmitter Collection (#5, p. 8);
Sports Festival, 1982, Lansford (#1, p.9); The
Fencing Family, Sobel (#6, p. 23).
INSTRUCTION, MEDICINE, HEALTH

A Case in Point, Goering (#6, p. 28); A Train-
ing Tip, Volkman (#5, p. 24); Drugs, 10C on
Drugs (#1, p. 18); Maintenance of Electrical
Equipment, DeChaine, Part I (#3, p. 16), Part II
(#4, p. 16), Part IIl (#5, p. 14); Sports Medicine
Update, Bernstein (#3, p. 20); Organization of
Coliege Home Meets, Simonian (#6, p. 5); Sports
Injuries, Handelman, Part](#4, p.15), PartII (#5,
p. 19); Stretching Techniques, Sapega (#6, p. 29);
Technical Talks, Byrnes, Rewire Jobs (#1, p. 10),
Gluing the Wire (#2, p. 23), Mask Safety Prob-
lems (#3, p. 24), Underarm Protectors (#4, p. 25),
The Famous Yellow Lights (#5, p. 25). The Mion
Point (#6, p. 27); The Invitation, Simonian (#4, p.
23); Sports Medicine Counci] (#1, p.6); Weight
Training, Miller (#5, p. 23).

INFORMATION

1983 Jr. National Championships Information
(#2, p. 17); 1983 Master Calendar Revised (#3,
p.5); 1983 National Championships Schedule
and Information (#3, p. 11; 1983 Nominating
Committee (#6, p. 4); 1983 Pan American Team
(#6, p.6); 1982 U-20 World Championships Team
(#5, p. 7); 1983 World University Games Team
(#6, p. 12); Amendments to USFA By-Laws (#4,
p. 19); Board Hi-Lights, New Sabre Rule, Cadre
for 1983 Pan American Games (#2, p. 8); Junior

Olympic Summer Camps (#4, p. 7); LAOOC on
Visti Award, Cole (#2, p. 5); List of U.S. Fencing
Officials, October, 1982 (#1, p. 23); Minutes of
1982 Annual Memberships Meeting (#3, p. 27);

New York Fencers Club Celebration (#6, p. 31);
New Rating Systemn for Officials (#3, p. 9); North
America Circuit Information (#1, p. 12; #2, p. 24);
Olympia Award (#1, p. 17); Olympic Update (#6,
p. 25); U.S.F.A. Directory, 1982-83 (#2, p. 25).
IN MEMORIAM

John V. Grombach (#2, p.7); John H. Hanway
(#3, p.8); Colonel Gustave M. Heiss (#2, p.15);
Stanley S. Seija (#3, p.7); Vladimir Smirnov (#1,
p.15); Christopher Stout, Arthur Wise (#6, p.15).
LETTERS FROM:

Ralph Goldstein, Charles Griffin Cole, Se-
myon Pinkhasov, Emily B. Johnson (#2, p.5);
Norwin Johnson, Kim Ayers, Jo Shaff, Tom Con-~
roy, Edmond Zeisig (#3, p.6); Neil Lazar, Sherry
Posthumus(#5, p.5).

RESULTS

1982 Sectionals: Midwest, Mid Atlantic, Pacific
Coast (#1, p.16); 1982 World Fencing Champion-
ships, Sebastiani (#1, p.7); 1983 Jr. National
Championships (#4, p. 27-30); 1983 U.S. Na-
tional Championships (#6, p. 7-11); 86th IFA
Championships, Ivy League, New England
Women's IFA, The Helene Mayer, Chicagoland
Men’s Foil, Gov. Gen. Sabre, Gen. Dynarnics
Epee, Cherry Blossom Epee & Men'’s Foil, Mardi
Gras Sabre, Csiszar Women’s Foil (#5, pp. 8-12);
Chicagoland Open, Marathon Epee, Pentathlon
Epee, Bluegrass Open (#5, p. 16); Cleveland
Grand Prix, Keystone State Games, Duel at Dal-
las (#3, p. 29); N.Y. International Sabre, 1983
Sectional Championships; Pacific Coast, North
Atlantic, Midwest, NCAA Women’s and Men's
Championships (#6, p. 19); N.Y. Empire State
Games V. Anderson (#2, p.10); North American
Circuit: Kadar Sabre, Piller Sabre, Alaux W. Foil,
Alaux M. Foil, Csiszar Epee, Pentathlon Epee,
D’Asaro W. Foil, D’Asaro M. Foil (#4, p.30).

FROM THE STAFF
OF
AMERICAN FENCING

Part 11

PROPOS D'UN ACCI]

by Raoul Clery, reprinted with persitiss ion from E SCRIM Feb M

Translated by Mary Anr.

DIRECTING
There is the habit, in sports, in the case of

an incident, or alas! an accident, to blame -

the officiating. The accident of Smirnov was
no exception to this rule. There were even
harsh with the directors after the world
championships, but certain qualifications
used were excessive.

If a case is to be made on the matter, it
must be about directing in general, rather
than about particular directors. Let me ex-
plain. In whatever sport itmay be, the rules
of the game are set by an international gov-
erning body which defines them and ex-
plains them in order to make them known

to all, and charges the officials to watch over

their application. If something is wrong in
the application, the international body has
the imperative duty to convene the officials
and to explain its thoughts on the disputed
points, in order to arrive at a unity of doc-
trine. This is absolutely mdl%pensable to
trainers and instructors so that training and
instruction may support each other and
conform well to the texts.

At present, in the absence of any reaction
3 of the international organization against
excesses {corps-a-corps, running, violence,
dangerous play, attacks with bent arm, lack
of dlsaphne etc.) which trainers and mas-
ters complain of more and more, one has
the right to think that the F.L.E. is satisfied
with “conventional” fencing as it is prac-
ticed, and with the way it is directed. Why
then should the officials judge otherwise
than they do? However, itis evident that a
certain laxness has set in, led by electric
scoring. Though the rules have absolutelv
not changed, and on certain points they
have even been stated precisely, one cannot
deny that today’s fencing differs more and
more from yesterday’s. It is possible that
there may be a sort of tacit agreement
among offlcxals to leave the apparatus
alone, in order not to seem to be nitpicking.
If today an international official had the fan-
tasy of strictly applying the rules, he would
probablv be re]ected by the community (di-

rectors, colleagues) and pointed at :
fering with good directing; and, p1
stuck with the label theylately havet
a candidate for national directo:
examination: “too severe”.

In the first analysis (or in the last
like), it i up to the F.LE. to sel
straight. For the following reason,
servance of the rules which shoul
about an improvementin the game,
it more attractive, more spectacula
comprehensible to the public, can
achieved by starting at the highest
must set an example. The observ
rules can then proceed toward the
levels (where learning takes place),
‘through instructors whose teachix
follow the rules. Itis an illusion or,
mistake to hope to reach a solution
other direction. Everyone knows
among those who are familiar v
problem) that the young fencer co
champion (often more than he liste
master!) in what he does well, butal
mistakes. These can run counter to
destroy all that has been taught h

“With such error:
in directing,

how are instructo:

supposed to teach!

On another plane, that of mc
example, the non-application of t
governing conventional weapons -
only partial application — brings a

erable prejudice against correct fe
against those who have been wrong
essermal reason is that in fencin
penalty is preceded by a warning
has been subtly modified — rende
little ridiculous, but certainly n
rigorous. In effect, our sport is the «
that tolerates errors without pe
them immediately; errors that



fencer at a disadvantage without any repa-
ration. It is even possible physically to as-
sault an opponent, in the course of a violent
action which might send him to the hospital
without being otherwise penalized than by
a SPECIAL warning! In other sports, wam-
ing accompanies a penalty and precedes a
more severe penalty in case of repetition; in
fencing, the warning always precedes the
penalty.

One could write a volume on the anomaly
and the derision of fencing penalties, for
they exist only in the books! The responsi-
ble people in the F.LE. think they are doing
their whole duty by adding one article to
another, without supervising its applica-
tion. For a good quarter-century, they have
been playing this little game which is caus-
ing the spirit and the quality of the conven-
tional weapons to disappear. To take just
one example, several years ago they added
to the rules precise directives about the cor-
rect execution of attacks, in which the ex-
tension of the arm must precede the ad-
vancement of the foot. However, people

continue to give right of way to an action
forward, with the arm pulled back during
its entire development, while along the way
the opponent attacks “on preparation”. We
have been able to see this recently in the
gala women’s tournament at the famous
“centenary” of the Federation. With such
errors in directing, how are instructors
supposed to teach? It is true that they are
practically never consulted.

Finally, to finish this chapter, it is
perhaps not useless to dwell on one other
aspect of directing which D.T.N. Oprendek
raises in his report on the 1982 world
championships. This is the matter of certain
high-leve] fencers conducting themselves
toward international directors likely to be
active in the course of the competition with
a sort of conciliatory behavior based on flat-
tery, on admiring praise, to dispose them in
their favor in case of need. Oprendek has
used as reference in this type of seduction
operation the former Olympic champion
Drimba.
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THE GAME

It is evident that in the past quarter of a
century the nature of the game, the very
character of conventional fencing, has
changed. The fencer in general no longer
presents entirely the same silhouette; his
game no longer has the same clarity or
evenness as before. Very recently, duringa
retrospective on ltalian sport, rebroadcast
on television, two fencers of thirty years
ago were contending in a world champion-
ship final. Elegant bearing and position,
displacements in measure with the strict
minimum required by distance, practically
perfect mastery and ease of movement, left
arm in the air, rounded not to “look pret-
ty”’but for the role it has to play in balance,
and respect for the rule which prescribes
implicitly that the valid surface of the
trunk must be unconcealed. It was hard not
to compare this immediately with the pic-
ture presented by today’s fencer, whose
back arm — its action denied and denig-
rated — hangs down, most often between
the legs like the trunk of an elephant,
whose armed hand is everywhere and
nowhere, and whose leg movements are
wide and crazy leaps. Then the announcer
gives the names of the antagonists:
d’Oriola, Mangiarotti. Evidently it is
another time, another fencing, even if
combat still remains combat if the “rules of
the game” are still exactly the same.

Is this view of things personal, or is it
shared by other personalities? To find out,
let’s let several fencers of different genera-
tions express themselves.

— Didier Flament, an active fencer toward
the end of his career, declared # ”’I think
that referees must show themselves more
vigilant and exacting toward fencers who

“Referees must show
themselves more
vigilant & exacting.”

tend to profit from their physical qualities,
to the detriment of technicians respecting
the true spirit (of foil)...This is no longer
classic fencing, but sabre for boarding
ships!” Thus, Flament regrets the disap-
pearance (or the imposibility of doing)

classic fencing, that is fencing “wt
not depart from the established r
— Christian d’Oriola, Olympic ¢
thirty years ago, does not formuls
cise criticism, but he recogni
“physical engagement is pushed 1
more 4, especially among high-l
formers.” He estimates that one
actually violate the rules, though
lows them a little “energetical
thinks that by “armoring” the !
little more, one might protect ther
accidents. — J. Leal, in Figaro,
cally the only one, with Flament
sider that it is urgent to review th
directing, so that fencing does no
still more dangerous.”

—Finally, I recall the already-cite
of Carlo Brusati 4, President of tl
international fencer before the
“Today’s fencing is heavy, with
and without standards.” It is well
also an observation that coincides
owrn. But M. Brusati has added an
tion to this state of things whic
appreciated in varying degrees t
structors: “‘the masters and the i1
no longer require of their pt
primordial quality of bearing t
with suppleness, contrary to v
done in my day.”

I do not share Carlo Bruisati’s o}
this point at all. As Thave already
influence of the top-level fence
style of young fencers in consider
probably stronger than the lessc
by their own masters. This is hw
this is not peculiar to fencing:
style is often a fashion. For ex
whole generation of tennis ple
forced itself to play using top-
Borg and Vilas, because they we
moment the best. And, in a lit
(retreat of Borg, success of MacE
are presentatan evolution inanot
tion, the effects of which we al
among the constellation of talent
players that France possesses at
ment. But as for fencing, there is
that the existence of an importan
ween the spirit (that is, therules o
tional fencing) and the letter (th



in which they are interpreted on the strip.)

People can, evidently, disagree; that is,
furthermore, what people do That won't
stop us from continuing to fence. But what
kind of fencing? Do we think to attract a
vast public by showing it an often incom-
prehensible clashing of blades? People are
too quickly satisfied by this excuse, which
is beginning to lack originality: " The unin-
tiated don’t understand anything because
it goes too fast.”” That is not correct. Any-
one can follow the play — even very fast—
if the exchanges alternate. This is the very
essence of foil. But no one can take any
interest in it if the exchanges are simul-
taneous. Scientific deficiency in a spectacle
has never unleashed enthusiasm. A beauti-
ful attack, a lightning parry-riposte, a pro-
longed exchange, are understood by
everyone. We are scarcely spoiled in this
respect today!

Electric scoring has meant a two-edged
sword for fencing. It has brought a certain
indisputable progress in the realm of mate-
riality of the touch. It has also, unhappily,
allowed foilists to risk unknown actions
or, rather, actions impossible to ac-
complish in real combat (whence the rules
and conventions stemmed): attack into the
attack, double touches, simultaneous ac-
tions, or actions rarely attempted before:
remises against direct ripostes, which par-
takes of poker.

The electric scoring has allowed the
sport of foil to break away from its rules
and to put into use actions “not seen” or
“not accepted” previously by a human
jury.

It is more precisely the excessive use of
the counter-attack in all its forms which
evolution has influenced. These actions
have progressively gained on classic de-
fense. At the same time there has arisen a
new state of mind: a sharp watch for the
moment to act — before the opponent.

Simultaneously — alas! the mortal acci-
dent of Smirnov has shown it — the inten-
sity of training of modern champions, their
physical strength, their speed, introduced
into actions where the opponents are ad-
vancing toward each other, are added;
sometimes these clearly exceed the norms

of safety for fabrics and masks. The thrust
into a thrust (long ago, they used to call it
“the thrust of two widows’’) is, I believe,
the most harmful, unfortunate, and also
the most dangerous action in contemporary
foil fencing. An unusual action formerly, it
1s now ancient in the minds of more and
more fencers; it quickly reaches the minds
of the young as soon as they enter competi-
tion... and God knows they start early
these days! Can oneremedy this, and how?
In sabre infighting, the state of affairs is
somewhat comparable, but less dangerous
because the cuts (the most often employed)
slide along the target, whereas frontal
thrusts with the point break blades. The
sabre has invented a procedure to reduce
the number of simultaneous actions which
were literally destroying the game. At a
given moment, this system obliges one of
the fencers “'to forbid himself to provoke a
simultaneous action.”” This method has
been in use for several years, and it must be
agreed that since then the technical quality
of the actions has been improving. Perhaps
one could get for foil a similar dissuading

4 I
Salle D’Armes Kadar

FENCING ACADEMY

Since 1958

Quality school for
progressive fencers and coaches

7127 Brecksville Road

Independence, Ohio 44131 J

effect on simultaneous actions if, in an
analogous case, one simply counted a
touch against both fencers, as in epee: first,
because the fencer on his mark would have
an interest in avoiding these: then, because
in case of tie at 5 in a pool, it could be
decided as either a “'nul’” or a “"double de-
feat’”, which is not advantageous to the two
fencers. Finally, these new conditions of
attack, which every fencer would confront,
might perhaps provoke in the course of
training at the salle a more careful study of
hand technique: parries, rtipostes,
counter-time.
CONCLUSION

As is seen, the accident that cost Vla-
dimir Smirnov his life can have useful con-
sequences if it leads us to reconsider all the
problems that concern the classic weapon.
This would constitute a homage to him.

Without wishing in any way to force the
hand of the responsible international
people, it would seem that the principal
points to examine might be, for example:
— The study, manufacture, and utilization
of a newly-conceived material assuring
maximum safety to the fencers.’— A
simplification of the code of penalties.
Suppression of prior warning for faults in
combat. Strict application.
—Creation of a body of directors, compe-
tent, independent, supported, oriented
toward strict respect for the rules, subject
to yearly reappointment.
—Attentive research and elimination of
dangerous actions, harmful to safety and to
the technical and spectacular quality of
fencing.
— Periodic consultation between the di-
recting body and a teaching commission, to
reach a unity of fencing doctrine.
— Establishment of a code for organization
and discipline at fencing meets. Research
and elimination of “lost time” which
makes competitions long and wearying for
all. The “next” bout must go on the strip
within as brief a lapse of time as possible.
Today, we must call the fencers, some-
times hunt for them, wait for them to get
dressed, to get hooked up, and for them to
consent to say they are ready. Tennis, for
example, records all dead time in order to

prevent abuses.
—Simplification and reductic
composition of the directoire tect
present too important, too slow
hesitant. Very inferior to that «
which istun by a single man, a st
who settles all disputes on dema
minimum of time, with an ind
and undisputed authority.

It is certain that a profound
fencing is needed at all levels, :
categories: officials, masters, fe
rectors. It is not normal that i
century of two sports about equa
favor, one — tennis — should h
the development that we see, an
other — fencing — continues ton
Perhaps we might also make co:
with equitation. There are reasor
It would be necessary to collecta
them to understand them.

But let'send onanagreeablen
still have our defenders and fri
In a book dedicated to the memc
youth (La Mansarde, Edition
Loisirs), the great explorer an:
Paul-Emile Victor, has given tw
fencing and to his maitre d’arm
1t is in a big windowless room,
with cardboard cartons, boxe
sacks, it’s there that my sister an
week, took our fencing lessons
rents thought — with reason —
sport would develop precision ¢
of reflexes, suppleness and fir
muscles, and fair play... Tt
d’armes was called Andr
tovozdvijenski, adjutant with tk
fantry (Lons-le-Saunier). He wa:
lent instructor and very n
psychologist...”
it is comforting to read that!
Footnotes:

5 Except for the declaration of M. Brusat
aware of the deterioration of the qualiti
Which leaves hope for some reforms.

s Declarations in number 43 of Escrime
s The press, as well as certain stalement
tional officials immediately after the acc
think there was an interest in this questi
has passed, and 7 months aflcr the accide
mation hus yel reached fencers about any
tion,



NORTH AMERICAN
CIRCUIT INFORMATION

ENTRY DEADLINE: ALL ENTRIES
MUST BEPOSTMARKED TEN (10) DAYS
prior to the circuit event. ABSOLUTELY
NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE AC-
CEPTED. An entry form is available from
the National office: U.S.F. A, 1750 Boulder
St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909 or from
the individual named below with the circuit
event.

ENTERY FEES: The entry fee for each circuit
event is $20, payable with entry.

EVENT DATA:
WINTER 1983-1984

AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF $5*will be asses-
sed for each sabre event. This additional $56)
tee will be refunded to those fencers who
remain one round beyond the round in
which the fencer is eliminated.
MEMBERSHIP: ALL FENCERS MUST BE
PAID-UPMEMBERS OF THE USFA or
other recognized fencing federation. A cur-
rent membership card must be shown at the
time of registration. No fencer will be al-
lowed to fence unless this requirement is
met.

EVENT:#, NAME ENTRY FEE

DATE SITE TIME(1)

#1 Michel Alaux WF $20

Dec. 3rd FLT.,, NYC 7:30 ALM.

#1 Michel Alaux MF 520

PAYABLE TO

SEND ENTRY TO:
Entry Form Available From:

Met. Div. USFA George Masin, 77 W. 55 St.,

Apt. 5], New York, NY 10019

Met. Div. USFA George Masin, 77 W. 55 St.,

Dec. 4th F.ILT., NYC 7:30 AM. Apt. 5], New York, NY 10019
#1S.]. SABRE Classic $207(+55) Fencing Center The Fencing Center
Dec. 10th San Jose St. 7:30 A.M. 40 N. 1st St., San Jose, CA 95113
#1 Csiszar EPEE $20 D. Micahanik D. Macahnik, Univ. Penn., D.I.A.,
Dec. 10th Univ. Penn. 7:30 AM. Weightman Hall, E7, Phila., PA 19104
#2 D'Asaro WF $20 D’Asaro Open  Gay D’Asaro, 3988 Ezie Street,
Jan. 20th (Prelims) San Jose 5:30 P.M. San Jose, CA 95112
Jan. 22nd (3rd+D.E.) State Univ. 1:00 P.M.

#2 D'Asaro MF $20 D’ Asaro Open
Jan. 21st (Prelims) San Jose 7:30 AM.
Jan. 22nd(3rd, D.E.)  State Univ. 7:30 AM.

#2 Pillar SABRE $20(+$5)
Jan. 22nd T.B.A. 7:30 A.M.

£2 Pentathlon EPEE 320

Jan. 28th USMPTC 7:30 ALM.

Gay D’'Asaro, 3988 Ezie Street,
San Jose, CA 95112

Met. Div. USFA George Masin, 77 W. 55 St.,

Apt. 5], New York, NY 10019

5. Texas USFA  South Texas Div.. P.O. Box 12062,

San Antonio, TX 78212

1) Time =Close of Registration for Event. No Fencer allowed to fence after registration is closed. Event

tarts half hour later.

OR CONFIRMATION & ADDITIONAL TOURNAMENT INFORMATION ENCLOSE A SELE-

DDRESSED, STAMPED, LONG(#10) ENVELOPE.

1983
ORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

(Editor's note: the following is a compilation of reports
sent in by Nancy Valsamis and Peter Conomikes, to
whom we express our thanks.)

In Vienna at the World Championships,
the competition started on July 21 with
men’s foil and the finals were held the fol-
lowing evening. The first pairings of the
finals were Omnes (Fra) vs. Sypniewski
(Pol), Gey (W. Ger) vs. Numa (Ita), Hein
(W. Ger) vs. Romankov (USSR), and Behr
(W. Ger) vs. Cerioni (Ita). In the end,
Romankov won first place in a well fought
battle with Gey and Sypniewski prevailed
over Cerioni for third place.

Our U.S. foil entrants had the pleasure
and the pain of fencing some of the world’s
top fencers during their first and second
round efforts. In the first round, Nonomura
had 2 wins, but on his 6-man strip he lost
out on touches. Bukantz needed a win in his
final bout to qualify, but dropped it for only
one win. Burchard was also out early. Only
Biebel made it into the second round and
there, on a 5-man strip, although he scored
well in other bouts, he managed his one win
against a fencer who lost all.

Foil team event was fought between East
and West Germany. West Germany pre-
vailed by a score of 9-4. Cuba, the team to
watch, beat Italy 9-6 to make the finals and
then beat Hungary for 3rd place. They were
followed by Italy, Poland, USSR, and Fr-
ance.

The championship bout in women’s foil
placed the favored Vaccaroni (Ita) against
her teammate Cicconetti; Vaccaroni won
8-2. Third place went to Luan Jujie of China,
which is now emerging with fencers to be
reckoned with. Other finalists were Weber
(W. Ger), Stefanek (Hon), Zalaffi (Ita), and
Dmitrenko (USSR).

We had two women entrants: A. Miller
did not make it into the 2nd round, but C.
Bilodeau did; however, she did notadvance
from there.

Italy won the women’s foil team.

In sabre, Vasil Etropolski (Bulg) defeated
Dalla Barba (Ita) for the championship.

Hristo Etropolski (?brother ?cousir
took third over Meglio of Italy. T
followed by Bourtsev (USSR),
(Fra), Scalzo (Ita), and Bierkowsk

The sabre team score card st
USSR, Hungary, Italy and Bulgar
ing in that order.

We had no sabre fencers in the
tion.

First place in epee went to Borrr
Ger), followed by Giger (Swi),
(Ita), Lenglet (Fra), Alenine
Kolczonay (Hon), Boisse (Fra), an
(USSR).

In the epee team finals, France ¥
balance and won first place over V
many. Italy and Poland were t
fourth.

Our five U.S. epeeists found th
in the middle of the largest (about
at the championships. Moreau anc
did not make it out of the first rour
progressed with good credentials
ing of about 62. Schifrin needed «
win to make it into the tableau an
up with a ranking of 40th. Shelle
the tableau of 32 (cheers!), then ]
strong Hungarian and another E
pean’’ to finish with a ranking of

In the epee team event, we def
Venezuelans after a difficult ma
then we were wiped out by the So
qualified for the next round. In th
round, we were leading the West
by 5-2, until they buckled down
the rest for a 9-5 victory. The Ital
proceded to clean us to the tune

Our reporter reports “’Since thit
our first team, nor a complete te
weapons, our overall final rankin
of 38 nations was not too bad, cons

AN AD IN AMERICAN FEN
REACHES FENCERS THRO
QUT THE COUNTRY. WRIT
FOR RATES TODAY!




1983-1984 U.S.F.A.

NATIONAL POINT SYSTEM

A. JUNIOR POINT SYSTEM FOR 1984 B.SENIOR POINT SYSTEM
WORLD JUNIOR TEAM FOR 1984 OLYMPICS
PL| 1983 Nat'l U-19 One ‘84 U-20 Circuit ‘84 Nat'l F.1E.
Champs. Clircuit Champs. (3 of 4) Champs. A"
1. 50 pts. 100 pts. 100 pts. 100 pts. 150 pts. 200 pts.
2. 46 92 95 92P 13% 281?1 )
3. 44 88 88 88 132 176
4. 42 84 84 84 126 168
5. 40 80 80 80 120 160
6. 38 76 76 76 114 152
7. 36 72 72 72 108 144
8. 34 38 38 38 102 136
9. 30 60 60 60 90 120
10. 28 56 56 56 84 112
T1. 26 52 52 52 78 104
12. 24 48 48 48 72 96
13. — 40 40 40 60 80
14. — 38 38 38 57 76
15. — 36 36 36 54 72
16. — 34 34 34 51 68
17. — 30 30 30 45 60
18. — 28 28 28 42 56
19. — 26 26 26 39 52
20. — 24 24 24 36 48
21. — 22 22 22 33 44
22. — 20 20 20 30 40
23. — 18 18 18 27 36
24, — 16 16 16 24 32
25. — -— — — e 24
26. — — — — — 22
27. — — e — — 20
28. — — — — — 18
29. — — — — — 16
30. — — — — — 14
31. — — — — — 12
32. — — — — — 10

Selection for Jr. Team = top three accumlative point
staning.

Selection for Olympic Team = top five sum of points: 3
of 4 circuit events, National Champs. & any F.LE.
A" result.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS,

1983-94 SEASON .

OLYMPIC FENCING COMMITTEE:
Michel Mamlouk, Chmn.; William Goer-
ing, V. Chmn.; Nancy Sebastiani, Sec;
Robert Blum, Daniel Bukantz, Mike De-
Cicco, Ed Donofrio, Nikki Franke, Mac Gar-
ret, Chaba Pallaghy, Barry Pariser, Steve
Sobel.

U.5. COMMISSION ON FENCING
RULES & OFFICIALS: George Kolom-
batovitch & Ralph Zimmerman, Co-Chmn.;
Joseph Byrnes, Sam Cheris, Gay D’ Asaro,
Al Davis William Goering, Ralph Golds-
tein, Stacey Johnson, Jack Keane, John
Kalmar, Frank Nagorney, Chaba Pallaghy,
Ed Richards, Steve Sobel.

SHINING LAMES’ & CLEAN UNIFORMS

by I,

When fellow fencers discover that I'm a
professional drycleaner, they usually ask
me one of two questions:

(1) How do I keep my lam¢ from turning
green?

(2) How can I get my uniform cleaner?

The green stains in your lamé are only 2
symptom of the real problem. These stains
are caused by the decomposition of the
metallic yarns into copper oxide. As more
and more metal decomposes, the resisi-
tance in your lamé will become increas-
ingly higher until it will eventually fail to
register a valid hit.

Fresh perspiration is acidic. When it
comes in contact with bacteria and fungi on
the skin, fabric or air, it decomposes and
gradually becomes alkaline. Fresh perspira-
tion does not cause loss of fabric strength.
However, stale perspiration is highly al-
kaline and is very destructive. The longer
the lamé is in contact with perspiration, the
greater the damage. Furthermore, perspira-
tion contains salt {chlorides). When the
moisture evaporates, the salt crystals de-
posit on the fabric’s surface (where all the
metal is located on your lamé. These salt
crystals are extremely sharp and act as an
abrasive much like sandpaper. This abra-
sive will further contribute to the deteriora-
tion of the lamé€ since, given enough time,
the mechanical action supplied by the
fencer’s movements will cause these salt
crystals to actually cut through the metallic
yarns. This will, of course, eventually de-
stroy the electrical integrity of your vest.

The best possible way tc prolong the life
of your lamé is to wash itas soon as possible
after each use. It only takes 10 minutes and
is certainly worth the effort when you con-
sider the cost of a new lamé. I've used the
following procedure on my lamé for over a
year with excellent results:

Fill a plastic dishpan with lukewarm
water and use any type of mild liquid deter-
gent (Woolite is good, however, I generally
use regular dishwashing detergent). Put
about an ounce of household ammonia in
and mix well. Gently agitate the lame in this

solution for two or three minute:
rinse well. Don't twist, pull or wring
on a wood or plastic hanger to drif

If you follow this procedure, I'ms
will find it will double or triple the
your lame,

How can I get my uniform cleaner?

The second most frequent questic
ceive concerns stained or dingy unifc
all of our normal laundering technigt
try the procedure outlined below. 1
on all fibers and is effective on man
of stains. Speaking of (ab)
techniques, I noted with interest Ms
letter in the Jan/Feb. ‘83 issue of Ax
Fencer. The active ingredient in RI
Remover is sodium hydrosulfite. T
type of reducing bleach. Reducingb
are particularly effective on dye
however, oxidizing bleaches produc
permanent results. Stains treated v
ducing bleaches may in time reapp

Bleaching is a very complex subj
beyond the scope of this letter. Iwo
to point out, however, that most car
in fencing uniforms recommend
bleaching. I have spoken to a major
uniform manufacturer and was in
that this prohibition is intend
chlorine-type bleach. I wholehe
agree with their recommendation!
loses strength and yellows if bleach
chlorine-type bleaches. This bleack:
only on cotton,linen, rayon and pol’
the concentration, temperature and
the bleaching bath is rigidly controli
average fencer would be well ads
heed the manufacturer’s advice ar
clear of bleaching their unifo
chlorine bleach.

Hydrogen peroxide is the safesto;
bleach for general use. When usec
recommended concentration it is sal
fibers (not safe on all colors). Hy
peroxide can be purchased at yor
drug or grocery store in 3% (10 +
concentration. When bleaching wi



rogen peroxide use a plastic basin large
enough so that the uniform will not be
crowded. Remove the metal ‘D’ ring from
vour jacket and any other metal objects that
can be readily removed. Zip up zippers and
close velcro fittings.

You should use 10 ounces of 3% hydro-
gen perioxide for each gallon of solution
combined with 1 ounce of household am-
monia for each gallon of solution. When
preparing solution use a one gallon plastic
container. Put the peroxide in the container
and then fill the jug most of the way with
warm water (100 degrees F), then put in the
ammonia and shake well. Pour this solution
into your plastic basin and repeat the pro-
cess as necessary until you have sufficient
volume so that the fabric is not crowded.
Stains should be removed in three hours or
less except that set stains may require
longer bleaching time. Do not leave the un-
ormin the bleaching bath overnight. Rinse
the fabric well after removing it from the
bleaching bath.

Coach Csaba Elthes (left) and Olympic Committee
member Steve Sobel congratulate 1983 Pan American
Sabre clunpion Peter Westbrook in Cararas, Ven-
ezuela. Photoby P. Reilly.

Debbie Waples whoops it up after a final touch against
Andrea Metkus in the 1983 U.S. Nationals. Photo
courtesy S.F. Examtiner.

You are one
of a few...

SAY IT!

Show the world where
your heart is with this
comfortable preshrunk
100% cotton T-shirt.
Available in brilliant white,
emblazoned with a crimson
heart, pierced by a black
foil. This is the shirt
which shows that —

You are one of a few .
SAY IT!

S 099

Louisiana residents add 3% tax
plus local tax

MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: KRAESEN PRODUCTIONS
P.O. BOX 820122

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY NEW ORLEANS, LA 70182
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ENTRY FORM

1984 LISFA JUNIOR OLYMPIC CHAMPIONSHIPS

Name (please print) Birthday

Address Telephone#

City State Zip USFA Membership#
Club Division Section

Hometown Newspaper

1. ENTRY Please circle all events you wish to enter. Also mark Qual Rank and Weapons Classifcation

Qual Rank Qual Rank Weapons Classification
U-20 M. Foil U-16 M. Foil —— M. Foil ..
U-20 W. Foil  — U-16 W. Foil  — W. Foil ..
U-20 Epee P U-16 Epee JR— Epee
U-20 Sabre U-16 Sabre Sabre
2.Fees: Total No. Events Circled $7.50 =% +$10 =5

The Registration Fee for every fencer in the JOs is $10. Please do not send cash. Make check payable to:
Oregon Division, USFA.

ENTRY DEADLINE IS JANUARY 22
Send entry fees to Marsie Nuffer, 1420 SW Bertha Blvd. #C9, Portland, OR 97219. Include a self addressed
stamped business (fong) envelope with entry.

3. Upon entering these events under the auspices of the United States Fencing Association, ] agree to abide by the rules
of the USFA as currently published. I enter at mt own risk and release the USFA, its Oregon Division, and
tournament officials from any liability. The undersigned certifies that the individual for which this entry is submitted
is duly qualified to enter the 1984 Junior Olympics, and the individual’s birthday is as stated above and the individual
is a member of the USFA for the 1983-84 season.

Parent or Guardian's Signature Fencers Signature

Doping Control: Competitors will be subject to doping control according to procedures gstablished by the USOC and
USFA Medical Commission. Any competitor taking medication should check ahead of titne with Dr. Marius Valsamis
(212) 636-8989.

Note to Division Secretaries: Immediately upon completion of the divisional JO qualifying event, submit the following
to BOTH Eleanor Turney, 601 Curtis St., Albany, CA 94706 AND to the United States Fencing Association, 1750 E.
Boulder St., Colorado Spring, CO 80909: (1) the number of eligible fencers in the qualifying competition, NOT including
automnatic qualifiers; (2) the names of qualifiers and automatics in order of their placing.  (3) Names of alternates in order
of their placing (Each division is allowed as many alternates as there are qualifiers.) ALL the above information must be
provided for each event before any entries can be accepted from your division. Closing date for this information to both
Eleanor Turney and USFA Nation Office is Jan. 15, 1984.

1984 USFA JUNIOR

OLYMPIC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSH

Date:
Place:

Headquarters:

Air Travel:

Schedule

Weapons
Check:

Meetings:

Eligibility:

Age
Requirements:

Automatic:

Certification:

To Enter:

February 18-20, 1984
Benson High School, 546, N.E. 12th, Portland, Oregon

Loyd Center Red Lion Inn, 1000 N.E. Multnomah, Portland,
(97232). Rates: $50 up to 4 per room. Make reservations with t
503-281-6111. Tell them you're with fencing.

Special arrangements with United Air Lines and Doug Fox Trave
will be the lowest prevailing air fare (UAL will waive rest
and an additional $20 discount. The special telephone nu
800-521-4041. All tickets on this special offer must be made thro
number.

Saturday, Feb. 18
8 A.M. U-20 MF

Sunday, Feb. 19 Monday, Fet
8 A.M. U-20 MF 8 AM.
9:30 A.M. U-16 MS 9:30 AM. U-16 ME 9:30 AM.
11 AM. U-16 WF 11 A.M. U-20 MS

Weapons check will begin Friday at 7 p.m. at the competition
close at 10 p.m. and will continue during the competition e
starting at 8 a.m. until 9 p.m.

USFCA - Fri. 8:30 p.m. Executive - Sat. noon
Board of Dir. - Sat. 7 p.m. OFC - Sun. 8:30 a.m.

The Junior Olympic National Championships are open to membe
United States Fencing Association who have qualified through t
pective divisions in accordance with the rules of the USFA. The m
qualifiers from each division for both U-16 and U-20 events is base:
number of entries in the qualifying round (not including ar
qualifiers) according to the following formula: qualifying round 1 - 1
two qualifiers: 12 - 20, three qualifiers; 21 - 30. four qualifiers; 31 «
five qualifiers. The number of alternates per event per division equals the n
qualifiers.

All fencers in the qualifying rounds must be under 16 or under 20 year
depending on the event, as of January 1, 1984. Persons turning 16 or 20 on Ji
1984 are ineligible.

Automatic qualifiers may enter without qualifying from their division provi
still meet the age requirements. Automatic qualifiers for the U-20 events an
from the U-19 1983 and U-20 Championships, memebers of the ‘83 U.S. U-
Team, and all other previous Jr. U-19 and U-20 National Champions. 2
qualifiers for U-16 events are the U-16 finalists at the "83 JOs if they still me¢
requirements.

All fencers in the qualifying rounds must be U.S. citizens or permanent resid
members of the USFA. All entries to the JOs will be certified by the USFA
Secretary before being accepted.

Fill out the entry form on the page 18. Send it along with registration and ent
Marsie Nufer, 1420 S.W. Bertha., #C-9, Portland, OR 97219. Entry fees
registration and $7.50 per event.

Make checks payable to Oregon Division/USFA.

Enclose a stamped self-addressed business (long size) envelope for entry «
tion and additional tournament information. DEADLINE FOR ENTRY IS
1984. Deadline for withdrawal notification for full refund is Jan. 29. Competi
enter all events for which they have qualified, however, in case of two or mos
running concurrently, the fencer bears the burden of choosing one or the ot
fencing bouts in each weapon in rapid order when called.



TECHNICAL

by Joe Byrnes

A few articles back, I said something
about mounting a foil blade (electrical, that
is) with the groove for the wire beneath. I
also noted in passing a new FIE rule about
the way the blade is suppose to relate to the
fingers — the thumb, specifically.

Some folks out there apparently thought I
was joking, or indulging in unseemly levity
on a serious subject — as is, they intimated,
my want. Perish the thought.

No indeed; many people do like the wire
beneath on the foil. It’s a favorite eastern
European practice, especially with the Rus-
sians. I think there is something to be said
for it. However, them days is gone forever,
it seems. The FIE apparently wants to be
sure that the flat of the thumb will be paral-
lel to the broader surface of the blade. With
a non-electric blade, that will be whichever
side you choose, clearly. To simplify things,
the FIE, by analogy with epee, I suppose,
has decided that the top of an electrical
blade will be the grooved side, and that side
therefore will henceforth be up.

As for epees, there has neverbeena ques-
tion, the groove in the blade has always
been on top. The new rule spells that out
too. For sabre, the new rule wants the flat of
the thumb at a right angle to the theoretical
cutting edge.

What's all this about? Why, suddenly,
would the international fencing governing
body feel it necessary to spell out something
so childishly obvious, you might ask? One
hears rumors, and [ gather that one or more
smart operators in Europe, in the never-
ending search for a competitive edge, tried
mounting blades on the bias, shall we say
i.e., more or less diagonally. When chal-
lenged, they could point out that there
wasn’t anything in the rules to prohibit it.
Now there is.

Almost every such additionally detailed
specification in the rules goes back to some

abuse that had become apparent; often the
name of the particular sinner could be at-
tached to the new rule. Just off the top of my
head I cart think of three such additions to
the rules in recent vears, and could name
the people to go with two of them, for sure.
There is the rule that if you fleche off the
end of the strip and just keep going, so that
the reel on your end is torn apart, you can-

“Smart operators
in Europe tried
mounting blades
on the bias.”

not claim annulment of a touch against you
during your prolonged though unsuccuss-
ful fleche — the ground for your claim obvi-
ously being the defective equipment on
your side!

Then there is the prohibition of buckles or
similar metal pieces on the hold-downs in
foil and epee. Too many fencers, real good
sports, used these to create ground-outs at
will to secure the fraudulent annulment of
touches at strategic points.

And of course there is the don’t-cover-
up-your-metal-handle rule that came out of
the Russian cheating scandal at the
Montreal Olympics. All such expansions of
our rules seem to have their genesis either
in somebody’s attempt to bend things his
way, or in somebody’s stupid or even
dangerous stunts.

All this might seem a storm in a teacup,
and I'd be inclinded to regard it that way
too, if I hadn’t recently seen a couple of
Jower level examples of what our noble
sport has to cope with. It was only a few
months ago, at one of our huge New Jersey
high school events, thatIwas handed a pair

of epees at almost the same moment. Their
blades were mounted, respectively, side-
ways and upside-down, in relation to any-
body’s thumb on their handles. They
Jooked — and felt — downright dangerous
to me. The upside-down one had appa-
rently been so mounted because the wires
had been broken just out in front of the
guard. Rather than do a proper job of re-
wiring, the owner, or somebody, had done
a shockingly bad job of cobbling a big patch

BULLETIN BOARD

on. Mounting the blade upside-d«
least kept this big, underground, m
of sight, I suppose on the ancient p1
that what you don’t see can’t hurt -

As for Mir. Sidways, T haven’ta clt
what he though he was up to. I s1
there is the possibility that he didn’
there was anything odd about the wt

The moral? No matter how ol
something may be, we do have to s:
over again, every so often.

NICK TOTH OPEN

The U.S. Air Force Academy hosts the
second annual Nick Toth Open on De-
cember 10 and 11in the Cadet Gymnasium.
The tournament is one of the largest meets
in Colorado. Maestro Toth, former coach of
the Air Force Academy who led the Falcons
to 14 Western Intercollegiate Champion-
ships, will be on hand to present the awards
to the winners.

Men’s foil and women's foil is on Satur-
day, Dec. 10; men’s epee, women's epee
and men’s sabre on Sunday, Dec. 11. Re-

gistration fee is $6 per weapon. Inte
fencers contact: Tom Worsdale,
USAFA, Colorado Springs, CO 808

USFA COLLEGIATE OPEN

Will be held at the University of Illi
Chicago on January 13-15, 1984. Ents
open to any full time undergradua
dent. Entry fee: $20 per person. entry
line: December 30. For informatic
entry form, contact: Dr. Fred Rhod.
West Briar Place, Chicago, IL 60657
883-1855.

PRIEUR
SPORTS

FOUNDED IN 1788

OLDEST MANUFACTURER OF FENCING EQUIPMENT
IN THE WORLD

1180 Folsom St.
San Francisco, CA

TWO CENTURIES OF EXPERIENCE

AT YOUR SERVICE

DISTRIBUTORS

American Fencers Zivkovic

Supply Modern Fencing Equipr
77 Arnold Road
Wellesley Hills, MA

94103 0218

Southern California Fencers Equipment
5335 Santa Monica Blvd., Hollywood, Calif. 830029




BOARD HI-LIGHTS

The Board of Directors met for its annual
meeting in McLean, Virginia, on September
24th, 1983. During the usual Battle of the
Budget, at which time directors query our
officers on various line items, a strong in-
terest was expressed by Board members in
the planned programs for our Junior
fencers. The Board requested the Olympic
Fencing Committee to allocate not less than
$30,000 (from an estimated total of OFC
budget of $140,000) to Junior activities and
programs. A total USFA operational budget
of $110,000 was adopted.

Dr. Valsamis reported on an interesting
paper presented in Vienna to the FIE: “A
Study of Levels of Conditioning, Motor Fit-
ness and Skills Specific to Fencing in Elite
Fencers in the United States,” authored by
Drs. A Koglet, himself, and P. Cheatam.
The abstract declares that competitive re-
sults of American fencers are below
the level of their physical capabilities and
the study shows that, compared with their
international counterparts, American

fencers are as strong or stronger physically.
Our weak competitive results “appear’”” to
be due to low levels of fencing training and
“defects in technique.”

All Juniors are warned that doping con-
trol will be in effect for both the U-20 and
the U-19 National Championships. Dr. Val-
samis should be contacted for details on
proscribed drugs.

The time limit for receivivg bids for the
1985 National Championships was ex-
tended to the February, 1984 Board meet-
ing.

An appeal for funds for “special” Olvm-
pic training for our elite fencers has resulted
in donations totaling some $5,000.

The LAOOC putout call for more fencing
volunteers (see application, p. 12 in our
Julv/August issue). Housing and transpor-
tation is NOT provided, meals and un-
iforms ARE provided. Needed are volun-
teers for hosts and hostesses, cleaners, door
tenders, scoreres and timers.

A 71983 Memorandum of Agreement for
the Publication of AMERICAN FENCING”
was adopted, along with several resolu-

tions defining the role of editor. The editor
agreed with all the provisions. Text is to be
printed in the USFA Operations Manual.

We have a new logo! After months (years)
of wrangling, it was finally adopted by the
only practical method, i.e.: as alast gasp by
exhausted members of the Board before
final adjournment.

IN MEMORIAM
THOMAS A. WHITE

Thomas White, sabre captain of the Tri-
State University Fencing Team, died as a
result of an automobile accident, Dec-
ember 24, 1982. Tom was a senior at Tri-
State, and preparing for his third year of
varsity fencing. Even though Tom’s fencing
career was comparatively short, he had
qualitied and competed in two NCAA Na-
tional Championships, and one USFA Na-
tionals. He was not onlv aloss to his family,
friends and teammates, but to the fencing
world.

LAD

Fencing Equipment
2067 Broadway (71-72)

New York, N.Y. 10023
212-496-8255
BLADE keeps its EDGE!
Allstar...Negrini...Soudet
Spectrum
And now the great ones from Italy

DIADORA fencing shoes $52.95

Can you meet their challenge?

New! All leather sabre elbow guard
$10

Deluxe Fencing Stockings $4
Keychain weapon tester, bright, com-
pact $12

Write for our price list ...

ask about school/club discounts

REGIONAL

NEWS

NEW YORK HAS ITS SIXTH
EMPIRE STATE GAMES
~by Paul Anderson

New York State’s Sixth Empire State
Games got off to its usual happy beginning
with the opening ceremonies at Syracuse
University’s outdoor stadium. After the
march-in of over 5,500 competitors, they
listened to guest speakers Governor Mario
Cuomo and four-time Olympic Gold
Medalist in track, Harrison Dillard, and fin-
ally the lighting of the flame.

Since the start of the New York Games,
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, and Florida
have started their versions of what might be
called the state-exclusive Olympic Games.
New York State’s method of operation is to
divide the State into six Regions and hold
qualifying rounds in 21 different sports in
the six Regions. The finalists travel to Syra-
cuse University to compete against the qual-
ifiers from the other Regions.

About 1,800 of the 5,500 competitors are
in the Scholastic Division which is limited to
athletes under 18 years of age. The State
picks up the tab for the entire show —
travel, rooms, meals, and throws in a New
York,  blue-and-gold sweat suit
emblazoned with the name Empire State
Games.

In fencing there were three qualifiers in
each weapon from each Region, and the
results were as follows:

Men's Foil
Rainford, New York, 3-0
Douraghy
Ramirez, }

Tatzel, Hunt
Bover, Yonkers,
Setiles, New York, -5

Men’s Epee
Masin, New York, 4-1
. Newman, New York, 4-1
. Schaftner, lthaca, 3-2
Messing, New York, 1-4
. Milligan, Poughkeepsie, 1-4
. Daly, Centereach, L., 1-4

Sabre

. Gonzalez-R., New York, 3-0
. Larkin, New York, 4-1
. Yung, New York, 2-3

R
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. Pinkus, Pt. Wash., L.1., 2-3
. Fowlkes, Westbury, L.1., 1-4
. Mones, Selden, L.1., 1-4

o

Women's Foil
. Verhave, Lardhimont, 4-1
- Wallenweber, Elmira, 4-1
M
. Silver, Rochester, 2-3
. LaMarca, Purchase, 2-3
. Broer, Massena, 1-4

ra, Mararoneck, 2-3

[

o

Scholastic Boys Foil

. Schaedle, DeWitt, 5-0
. Midel, Brooklyn, 3-2
. Scarpino, Garden City, L.L, 3-2
. Levant, Rochester, 3-2
. Auer, lthaca, 1-4
. Platt, Great Neck, L.1., 0-3

Schotastic Girls Foil
Drentwoud, LEL 5-0
Yee, New York, 3-2
Sandler, New York, 3-2
Weber, Seaford, L.1. 2-3
. Wichick, Hunting. St., L1 23
Zenowich, New York, 0-6
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George Masin won the Epee Gol
this year the same way that he w
1982 — through a fence-off. He be
man by 5-2. Michelle Verhave
women’s foil by beating Puck 1
weber in a fence-off 5-1.
Gonzalez-Rivas, who placed secon
1982 Games, was undefeated in t
round this year to take the Gold !

Syracuse NewChannels, a cable
sion station, spent the first two day
competition filming interviews wi
ous people, as well as the complet
of the men’s foil and the women”:
produce two shows lasting about
and a half each.

Narrating the men’s foil final of
Dr. Danny Bukantz, former natio
champion and member of four C
teams. For the women’s final rounc
Hillyer Anderson, a former rankin;
for many years, and Russell Wi
newly rated international directs
laborated and maintained a very i
ing commentary. Both shows hax
shown in Syracuse and will be sh.
Channel 25 UHF in New York.



MICHIGAN
RENAISSANCE FESTIVAL

The Michigan Renaissance Festival, in
cooperation with the Michigan Division,
sponsored a sabre tournament on August
27 and 28, 1983 at Columbiere College in
Clarkston, Michigan.

Fenicers attended the Festival in Tudor
costume but fenced in regulation clothing.
The dirt strip posed little problem as com-
pared to the blazing sun and the 90+ degree
heat. The King and Queen of the Festival
opened the preliminary pools and the final.
Awards of two masks, sabre, glove, and
certificates were presented by the King on
stage with accompanying trumpet fanfare.

MARTHA’S VINEYARD

Finalists were: 1) Yuri Rabinovich, 2) Neil
Kessler, 3) Joe Znoy, 4) Matt Dosmann, 5)
Robb Tripp, 6) Bernie Gorski, 7) Jon Zel-
kowski, and 8) Joel Stone.

RLet ‘em know
what you think!

Hanes
100 cotton S-M-L
white on black
$9 incl.shipping

MAKE CHECK OR M.0. PAYABLE 70:
KiM AYRES R0.BOX 290 NEW TOWN , MA. 02258

After two days of heclic compelition, these six finalists below received the newly-coveted designation of “Island
Excrimeur.” Where? At the firsl annual Martha's Vingard (Chdmark Mass.) Open, August 12-13. Left to Right:
Michael Goldsmith (Princeton '85), Hal Goldsmith (CCNY '52), Jeffrey Levy (Harvard '86) John Goldsmith
(Princeton '85), Paul Levy (Princeton ‘58), and Brian Lee (Princton '83).

PERFORMANCE STATISTICS FOR FEN(

by N. JEAN DALTON Fencing Coach, James Madisoi

Have you ever heard a novice fencer step
off the strip after a 5-0 loss and say to the
coach, “Is it over? What happened?” .. .or
perhaps you've seen an experienced team
fencer who always takes an early lead and
then loses the bout! These are two good
examples of the need for keeping an ongo-
ing objective evaluation of a fencer’s per-
formance.

Statistics have been used for many years
in basketball, football, and baseball as part
of the strategy decision process. In fencing,
too, they can be a vital source of information
for both the coach and fencer. By reviewing
evaluations from previous events, the
coach may make a more knowledgeable de-
cision in preparing the team for future com-
petition. Stats can identify particular
strengths and weaknesses of the opponent,
locate potential problems in the team’s per-
formance, and provide the information
needed for future strategy against specific
teams or opponents.

The information a fencer receives from
keeping statistics may vary greatly based
upon personal skill level and experience.
For the beginning fencer, recording stats is
an excellent way to understand the complex
rules of the sport. Most directors will use
specific terminology in identifying right-
of-way during a fencing phrase. By watch-
ing the match and listening carefully to the
director, the novice fencer may begin to un-
derstand when a counter attack gains
right-of-way and when it does not. The
sequence of atfack-riposte-counter riposte,
or the differences between a riposte and a
replacement become more obvious to the
novice who must record exactly what has
happened in each team-mate’s bout.

Obviously, the more advanced fencer can
use statistics to see exactly which attacks are
most successful since the scoring sequences
and hit patterns can be identified. Are the
initial attacks usually scored? Does the
fencer frequently win when coming from
behind in a bout? Is there a consistent loss in
a “la belle” situation because the strategy
was changed? Statistics make available the

hard data needed to objectively ev
success of the attack or riposte.
help identify tip control problen
fencer who is constantly hit on re
cause the riposte fails to arrive. Tt
aid to the team who continually
counter attack or whose success
the blade is sometimes question
can also be used to evaluate a
inconsistencies in interpreting th
phrase. All this information is rea
able to the team who follows tl
procedure of “keeping stats.”
Many coaches have adopted 1
techniques for keeping informat
their team. Each individual coac}

“...recording sta

is an excellent wi

to understand th

complex rules o:
the sport.”

doubtedly have a personal, uniqt
and some preferred abbreviation
procedure suggested here is offc
starting point for any coach to ad
or her own team’s needs.
Suggested Format for Stats:

The adapted team scoresheet ¢
Figure 1 provides ample space
necessary evaluation of a bout. N:
running total of victories and
against make it easy to double ck
the official scoresheet in case of a
Each fencer's name is placed in t
provided with an indication of
handed opponents (L). Touches ag
recorded in sequence as they o
example, in Figure 1, Fencer A sc
first two touches, followed by tf
secutive hits from the opponent.
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FROM THE OLYMPIC
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Touches are recorded in abbreviated
terms to indicate the exact method of scor-
ing. Most abbreviations are quite simple to
decipher. The following are suggested
examples:

ATT - Attack (1-2 ATT, Beat ATT, Coupe
ATT, etc.)

RIP - riposte (also, IND RIP - indirect
riposte)

C.RIP - counter riposte

REM - remise (also, REM of RIP - remise of
the riposte)

C.ATT - counterattack (stop hit or time hit)
(T) or (P) - touches awarded due to the ex-
piration of time (T) or an endline penalty (P)
BC - some coaches even use a notation to
indicate a “bad call” by the director!

Figure 1 demonstrates the use of some of
these notations in a bout setting. By study-

ing the example carefully, a coach can see
what happened in this bout, and make ad-
justments in the fencer’s future perfor-
mance against this opponent. Like any
other skill, Jearning to keep accurate and
detailed statistics needs to be practiced in
order to be perfected. Free fencing during
team practice is an ideal time to learn such a
process.

The information gained by keeping an
objective evaluation of performance can be
beneficial to both the fencer and coach.
Whether used as a learning process for the
novice or as a data base for strategic deci-
sions by the coach, it is well worth the time
necessary for the completion of perfor-
mance statistics.

REGTHEW SPORT

7, PRINCE’S TERRACE G/F.,
G. P. O. BOX 1345

Thirty Los Angeles-area YMCA’s have an-
nounced availability of beds for men and
women, ages 18-25, as part of the YMCA
Youth Hostel program for the 1984 Olympic
Games. The cost is $15 per night. For reser-
vation forms and additional information
write: Fred Y. Hoshiyama, Coordinator,
YMCA Youth Hostel, 818 W. 7th 5t., 10th
floor, Los Angeles, CA 90017.

CIRCUIT EVENTS: The D’Asaro Men's
and Women's Foil will be a two-day event
for each weapon.Women’'s Foil will begin
on Friday evening, Jan 20th at 6 p.m. and
continue the next Saturday, Jan. 21st. Finals
will be at 8 p.m. at the new San Jose Fencing
Center. Men's Foil will begin on Saturday
Jan. 21stat 8a.m. and continue the next day
with the finals starting a 3 p.m. at the Fenc-
ing Center.

The fourth sabre circuit event has been
named the Casaba Elthes Sabre in honor of
one of our finest coaches. It will be held at
Columbia University on April 28th, 1984.
ELIGIBILITY TO JUNIOR OLYMPIC

CHAMPS

Only U.S. citizens or permanent resi-
dents who are current members of the
USFA are eligible to compete in the qualify-

held in Leningrad, USSR, next Ap
basis of points accumulated from
lowing events: 1983 National U-19
ionships, one circuit evnt in the fix
the season, and the 1984 Natio
Championships. See p.14 for char
allocation. It is no longer mandat
junior to participate in the U-20 Ch
ships; selection of three fencers
weapon will be based strictly on
cumulated through the time of -
Championships.

Estimated cost of the trip to Len
$1200. Partial funding will be prc
the #1 fencer in junior point star
each weapon at the time of the
plus any junior fencer who place:
better in either of the first two circw
Other fencers on the team will be ¢
ble for their own funding of the t:
cadre members will be selected, f
substantial funding has been alloc
U.S. Foil teant in full action at the 1983 Wor
ionships in Vienna, Austria. (below)

ing rounds and the National Junior Champ-

HONG KONG

e . . ionships.
Specialist in Fencing Clothing.
RENAISSANEE I@@,
New Ideas and New designs for modern fencing. Fencing Equipment S
. LOWEST PRICES
Jackets & Breeches o?ly US $40/set. ) COMPLETE LIND
Underarm plastron (FIE model) - US $5. QUALITY EQUIPMENT

Size range: from 32 to 40. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
Price includes postage and packing.

PLEASE WRITE OR CALL FOR
YOUR FREE. PICTURED CATA-
LOG AND PRICE LIST.

Special discount for orders over US $400.

Catalog sent on request. Contact us NOW!
N77 W7287 OAK STREET
CEDARBURG. WISCONSIN 53012
414-377-6437
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Los Altos
Merrit Island
Boulder
Hubbard
Westport
Tallahassee
Atlanta
Davie
Houston
Camp Hill
Honolulu
Kingston
Chicago
Angola
Provo

Des Moines
Overland Pk.
Louisville
Huntington St
New Orleans
Old Town

NY
NY
Ml

NY

PA
WA

WI
WY

IN

IA

KS
KY
NY
LA
ME

19134
19126
29615
79763
92008
93065
90272
90065
93065
91364
08060
78677
45212
63144
37115
22193
23185
23185
10570
10710
48827
14850
15260
15250
98004

53503
82601

35476
99701
72127
85035
79904
22124
94022
32952
80303
44425
06830
32304
30306
33325
77036
17011
96825
12401
60647
46703
84602
50311
66204
40205
11746
70127
04468

Maryland
Metro. NY
Michigan™*
Minnesota
Nebragka
Nevada**

New England
New Jersey
New Mexico™
North Carolina*®*
Northern Calif.
Northern Ohio

Sidney C. Miller Jr.
Richard Gradkowski
David Hoornstra
Caren Fitzgerald

Jay Chun

Andy Robinson
Peggy Adams
Jeffrey R. Tishman
Bradley Odegard

Kathryn J. Aanestad
Stephanie Mitchell

Box 1475, Ste. 1700 Baltimore M
P.O. Box 274 New York N
315 Berkely Ann Arbor M
2125 Grand Ave. St. Paul M
Creigh. U-Swanson 707 Omaha N
44 Sunnyside Dr. Reno N

M

Auburndale
CGlen Rock NJ
Albuguerque NI

417R Auburn St.
37 Griswold Place
529 Berry Road NW

San Francisco C
Cleveland His O]

1837 Rivera
2688 Mayfield Rd.

North Texas Diana Troup 2100 Oakhurst,#C Irving ™
Oklahoma Robert Fiegel 638 Smalley Dr. Norman @)
Orange Cst., CA*™ Kimberly Arnold 1732 Crestview Seal Beach C
Oregon Marsie Nufer 1420 SW Bertha Blvd.#C9 Portland C
Piedmont, SC Dr. Jean McKee 135 Valley Rd. Charleston St
Plains, Texas Robert M. Walter 1004 North A Street Midland T
San Diego Randi McKenzie 7700 Parkway Dr. #55  La Mesa C
Southern Calif. Serina Rosenkjar 2230 Stinson Simi Valley C
South Jersey Bruce Canino 934 Alexander Dr. Vineland N
South Texas** Howard Williams 2819 Foster Lane #240  Austin T
Southwest Ohio** Robert Rettig 2820 Griffiths Ave. Cincinnati C
St. Lewis MO Ellie Rust 2019 CedarMill Dr. Chesterfield M
Tennessee Betty Zumbro 207 Bonnaridge Dr. Hermitage TI
Virginia Shirley Robinson 105 Redbud Lane Williamsburg V.
Westchester Judith A. Qfferle 15 Chesterwood Ave. Mt. Vernon N
West. Michigan Pamela Parker 183 Pine Dr. S. Mason M
West. New York Puck Wullenweber 611 Lovell Ave. Elmira N
West. Penn. Mary I. Ramirez 4040 Cloverlea St. Pittsburgh P,
West. Wash. Wendy Bender 4032 Woodlawn Ave. Seattle A%
Wisconsin Theresa Swenson 515 W. Dayton St. #3 Madison W
Wyoming

/

SPECTRUM . . . Actionwear

SPECTRUM. . . Actionwear

SPECTRUM. . . Actionwear

SPECTRUM . . . Actionwear

AMERICAN FENCERS SUPPLY CO.
1180 FOLSOM STREET
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103

BLADE FENCING EQUIPMENT
2067 BROADWAY (71-72) M 54
NEW YORK, NY 10023

INTERNATIONAL SPORTING GOODS
9311 D KATY FRWY
HOUSTON, TX 77024

is working hard to develop
the best fencing products
at the best possible prices.

is now making jackets, pants, 2 jac
economy & chitdrens knickers, under,
protectors, and fencing bags

will be coming out with a variety of new
products by the end of the year . . . gloves,

elbow pads, and the best fencing shoe ever . .

products are available at . . .

SO. CALIF. FENCERS EQUIP. CO.
5335 SANTA MONICA BLVD.
HOLLYWOOD, CA 90029

TRIPLETTE COMPETITION ARMS
1400 ARNETTE AVENUE
DURHAM, NC 27707

ZIVKOVIC MODERN FENCING EQ
77 ARNOLD ROAD
WELLESLEY HILLS, MA 02181

ASK FOR SPECTRUM BY NAME . . . SPEC:[




